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park area. 

MR. BELLMANt Excuse no, Mr. Jaapan. The 
witness 3aid "opposed•" 

MR. JASrAIix I didn't hear it that way. 
lie said it va3 rejected. 

THE WITNESS: The record would speak for 
itself. I don't renenber sayiny that they 
— G5A opposed it. I said that they rejected it. 

THE COURT: Cave it over — 

THE WITNESS: And rejected town application 
and ynvo it to the county. 

MR. BELLMAN: I noc. 

THE COURT: That's what ho said. 

MR. BELLMAN: I wrote down "opposed" as 
you said it, Mr. Caso. You mean to — 

THE WITNESS: The tola typo -- he's ri-yht 
here* Let hia read it buck. 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

Q You mean to say rajcctcu? That GSA rejected 

the town? 

If i used the word "opposed" I would liko to chanyo it 
now because how would I knew whether they opposed it? All I 
know is tliat they rejected it. The GCA in it3 own wi&do.n did 
not ontortain ay application that was made by the town, and 
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in fact rejected it in favor of the county plan, 

Q And that somehow indicated to you that housing 

no longer was appropriate for Mitchell Field? 

MR. JASPAN* Tho witness didn’t — 

THE COURT* Sustained. 

MR. JASPAN* The witness didn’t — 
thin is a direct witness. I understand -- I know 
he's a defendant. Ask questions and ask facts. 

Q Sir, is it your position, that the fact that 

tho CJ5A rejected tho town proposal had sorau implication with 
respect to inclusion of housing at Mitchell Field? 
ji I oan’t draw any conclusions as to why tho CSA acted 

as they did, other tlian they rejected tho town proposal which 
includad housing. You will have to aek tho GSA or whoever ;aado 
that decision as to why thoy node it. I an* not going to try 
to put my nind into that of the CSA that made the docisicn at 
that tiao. 

All I know is that ray application which included 
housing was rejected by tho GSA. The county application which 
did not include housing v/as approved. 

Now you can draw your own conclusions from that and 
ask that question of tho appropriate people who wade tho 
decision in tho GSA. 

Q I*n asking you whether your position today is 

Uo\ S- 
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in any way a result of cho fact that — your position today 
with nopect to housing at Mwtcholl ricld is any way related 
to the fact that G13A rejectod a propoeal that included 
housing? 

A My position today Ja a county oxucutivo of IJaooau 

County and in 1966 I had a difforcnt rolo that I was playing# 
where I had the authority and jurisdiction to provide houning 
and tho record shows that we provide housing in my 
administration in the Town of Hempstoad. 

Aa County Executive, I do not have housing p worn. 

Tho foraur County executive took that came position relative 
to the uno of this property# and I ara being consistent with 
that view# which was entertained by tho prior administration. 
Since wo do not have housing powers# it io not ray prerogative 
to pursue the housing in Mitchell I'icld as County Executive. 

Q If tho County had housing powers# would your 

position — 

THK COURT* Sustained. That'a absolutely 
speculative. 

MR. DDLLMAN* I an trying to determine 
what his position io, your Honor. 

THE COURT: lie just told you. 

MU, UHLLMAM Ho said that — ho attriLutod 
tho fact that tho County does — 
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TK1J COURT; I know what he said, I aa 
sitting .here. # 

I sustain it because you cannot give mg 
a speculative question v/han it ia a fact that ho 
has no sousing powers. You cannot draw an 
inference froiu the fact that it is not there* 
y Co that I understand your tectiuicr.y, Mr, Caso, 

i:; it your position tuat housing is inappropriate at Mitchell 
Field because the County lacks the power to build housing? 

MR, JAHI’AUs If your honor pleases, that'3 
not the tostinony of this witness. 

MR. sbLLMAM; ho can answer. 

MR. JAURAM: I*r\ objecting to your question 
because I any — 

MR. bbLb: l".h; Object. 

Tiic COURT: That's a good question, 

i'll*. J.VJTAhs I a: a giving the basic for ay 
objection. 

'Xllb COURT: I'll allow hi.i to answer. 

That *3 a good question. 

MR. JASRAUs Ail right. 

I 

ThM COURTS It's neither speculative or 
anything elae. 

MR. JAS l’AMs but it's not Laced upon the 
^-/0 c \ 
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prior testimony of this witness. lie gave a lot of 
reasons why housing should not —— 

VilC COURTi ho. It's based on now drawing 
a rai.n.nary fro:n the witness* testimony as to 
positions ho originally had. what is his position 
today, without being speculative? You ;.iay auk it. 

MK. BL'LL.'IAWt I would like to have tho 
Court Reporter read it buck. 

Tilii COURT* You forgot tho (xuootion? 

HR. DZiLlVlAWr It worked. X»d like to have 
it re-road. 

(Record read.) 

(continued next paga) 
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:r/ MR. liFLLX'.M : (Cont.) 

A I v;ould cay in answer to that question that housing 

i 

in my view if; inappropriate at Mitchell Field rognrulo33 of 
the fact that the County has housing powers or not. Tnat 
the allocation of the use of the land has been made, that does 
not include housing and that the purported and contemplated use 
on the layout of the acquired acreage does not nerr.it of 
housing, ether than the senior citizen housing, whlcn is 
in the Fantini area of development. 

Q Could you tell the Court when you — if you 

can, approximately in tiro, v/hon you reached the decision 
- that houninrr would be inappropriate at Mitchell rield? 
a 1 indicated he fora, I’ve been consistent in my 

opposition to .high-rise, high density apartment development 
at Mitchell Field. 

Ho that despite the fact that in 1166 in a dirforont 
position that I hold now tho to\jn hod noplied. for a portion 
of tho acreage v/ith housing included and primarily the lew- 
rise senior citizen type ot housing, for low incoro and 
middle income,the allocation of tho remainder of tho land and 
tho demands upon it were such that I felt that it had to 


be used for total general County purpoaoo. 

And that housing could bo provided olscwhoro in the 
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county to take earn of any of the housing ncedr. that 
existed within those jurisdictions that haeTthe authority 
to build housing; thu tcu.T.n, tho citin and the villages. 

.And that has been ny vie-./ air.ee I — before I became 
County rxncuti ve and ?>fta ■ I bo crura County executive. 

0 row -- I‘;r. trying to determine how long before 

you be car.* o County executive it won that you reached that 
determination, that even garden-typo housing shoulu not be 
at Mitchell Pie].,.!? 

,A Well, it's difficult to pinpoint, the tiro because 

in '66, an you’ve indl-nted, an the than prodding supervisor 
of tho town, wo filed an application, which included housing. 
T would nay it would bo worn tiro after *f«f>, probably 
around *68, ' f 9. 

.Vld .it certainly jelled in 1970, at tho tiro that 
l was running successfully for the Office of County Executive 
0 Mow, you stated during your tuatir.ony pre¬ 

viously that you learned during the campaign that tno 
p.ioplej of Mar,sau County were opposed to all typoo o£ housing 
developments at Mitchell Field; is that correct? 

MO. b::v*;tC'i’TV" t Can wo have the quota 
its f ror., '.'hat page? 

0 bo you recall —- 

MK. U:rKCf.- ? IV? s If you are quoting iron 
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the record I'd like to know what you are 
quoting from. 

q i*ja auk you directly. It's trim# if* it not, 

Kr. Caso, that during the campaign , in your travels through¬ 
out the County in talking to rany people, you learned that a 
largo proportion of the voterr, of h'ansau County were opposed 
to housing developments at. Mitchell Field? ia that correct? 
j K I would say generally that wan the concensus of 

people who felt that high-rise, high density housing ohoulo 
not be built at Mitchell Field end subsequent thereto, it 
wan I who developed scattered -site theory of trying to have 
smaller housing units developed throughout the County. 

g It 1 a true, in it not, that the strongest 

opposition to provision of housing at Mitchell Field care 
from the people living nearest to Mitchell Field, such 
ao the residents of Vniondale and r ’ast Meadow? in that 
correct? 

A They would, have been the rout vocal in their 

opposition, because it wan in proximity to where they are 
but I won't soy that it was limited only to the residents 

that surrounded Mitchell Field. 

1 think generally there wan a concensus that wo were 
in danger of changing the vfhoio context of cur county ire-' 
a county kind of suburban operation to a city-type of 
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operation, and in the 1070 campaign, you've cot to conciliar 
the view that wan put forth ot that time i»y~ ny opponent 
that v?i should have high-rioo, high density apartment houae 

dove 2 op” f .*n t. at ’'itchosll Viel'l. 

And l thin'* that generally the people of Nassau County 

re joe to cJ t.bn t phi. losophy. 

o You at«tad last tire, that the opposition 

to hour.inn at Pitches) 1 riclil related in part to fonr3 of 
increased tax burdens, contention and burdens on the schools. 

Trn’t it also true that you learned that 
housin'} in PitchoU via 3d was opposed by local residents 
becav.su of a fear of a hioh-rlaimi crlr.o rate if hour.inc 
were to bo constructed at the site? 

A ho, 7 don't third', that that was primarily in the 

forefront of their opposition. 

T think that they were basically concerned about the 
chance in the character of the cornunity when you would bri>g 
in hioh-rise , hioh density apartrront housing. And they were 
upset, priuarily lecause of the impact it would havo on 
their sorvicon and suoplienj tho vMter, tio sownrs, t-io 
traffic, the. reads, the schools, very definitely tho school 
district won concerned about tho impact it would have cm 


schools. 


VTann't there also core fear expressed or you've 
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loaxncd of core fear of a rising criio rate, ii housing 
were to bo included at '.itcholl 1 ia 1<; ? 

I can’t translate that into v/hat the poople wore 
thinking, because it no/or surfaced on such, though I v/ould- 
3. ,«{ine there was always a possibility of pncple being 
con corned about. — whore you have* ai'j > concentration of 
residents, that it slight add to the criiva rate within a 
cor minity ari’l r min, as ’.«o have sr.ia over ami cv.ir ag am* 

]alntiv» to this case , niv ’r-r3.au , high density a.mr t;. oni> 
housing has bean a disaster wherever it ha a been attarpted 
in the V7. f.. and this has been known generally. 

It'a ’neon report.:-'! in the :.<obia vary effectively 
vc have «?. v..rv intDl3 actual and sophisticates constitu¬ 
ency in our County wmo are. awitro of vm.it 1 a going on and 1 
don’t think that they would ig no re that oa a possibility. 

but 1 v/ould not say or try to infer that that vrao 
the single reason why they oyposeu this dovolopnont. 

(C on tin uo < 1 not p a g ?..) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY HR. BELLMAN: (Cont'd) 

Q I wasn't suggesting it was a single reason. 

Hr. Caso. 

A Well, I read that into your question. I'ru sorry 

if I misinterpreted you. 

Q You stated that there wa3 a concern for a — 

that if housing wore included at Mitcholl Field, there — 
thero would be a change in the operations in Nassau 
County to something of a city-type operation. 

I think that is what you just said a few 
r.iinuto3 ago. Isn't it truo that there was some information 
among the voters of Nassau County that housing at Mitchell 
riold would moan possible massive influx of pooplo from 

t 

New York City? 

MR. JA5PAN: If your honor pleases, I 
object to any question which — this witness in 
asked to say what other people think. I don't 
think that that is competent evidence in any 
caso. 

THE COURT: Merely a general question. 

I will allow it as a general question. 

THE WITNESS: Would you repeat the 
question, ploa3e? 


l\) 0 <X 





2 ' C03O - direct 

(Question read.) 

THE WITNESSt That io possible. building 
high-rise, high-density apartments in that area, 
not being able to restrict then by lav/, to 
residents of Nassau County, that other people 
from other areas could come in ana live there. 

Q And wasn’t there a particular concern 

that because — that you could not restrict who would 
live in subsidised housing might bo built at **itcholl licic.? 

When I say subsidized housing, I am referring 
to the I’edoral programs for lov/- and middle-income 


families. 


HR. JASPAMs Saiuo objection, if your 


Honor ploaao. 

The witness io again being asked to 

\ 

reflect the thirking of other people. 

THE COURT: I will allow him to answer. 
THE WITNESS: I*ia sorry. I want to be 
sure I understand the question. Could you road 


it back? 


(Question read.) 

THE WITNESS: I don’t — 

THE COURT: I don't understand that. 

MR. BELLMAN: I don't think you read the 
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first part of it. Lot me rofrarr.c i^, your 
Honor. 

THE COURT: If ho can answer that one, 
it's really good. Thatquoation is not complete 
at all. 

MR. BELLMAN: I don't think tha reporter 
read the first part of it. 

THE COURT: All right. 

BY MR. BELLMANj 

Q The question, Mr. Caso — it's true, is it 

not, that there was a concern, a particular concern that 
if housing was included at Mitchell Fiold, it would contain 
subsidized, Federally subsidized units for low- and middlo- 
incorao people and thoro wge a particular concern because 
you could not determine that such housing would bo re¬ 
served only for local residents? 

MR. JABPAH: If your Honor pleasoo, I have 
no intention — desire to rise and make 
a single objection to over question in this 
line. May I have n general objection to this 
whole lino of questioning so I won't have to 
interrupt the witness and the questioning? 

THE COURT: Of course. It must bo within 
his own knowledge. If he doesn't know anything 

<41 9 \ a. 
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about it 't stops right there. _ 

i— 

MR. BLLLIlANi Do you reKkir.'ber tho question? 
Why don’t you read it back? 

(Question read.) 

TUb WITLT.Sd: I would say that that wau 
of concern to tho rusidents of our county. 

And since the law would not allow ua to have this 
housing primarily to toko caro of our own 
rooidente, that aor.e people worn concerned 
about accomodating those outsido of our county 
and not solving our ovm housing problems. 

The only public housing that does permit 
restrictions by age end income is tho senior 
citizen housing, howover, co I would draw that 
distinction. 
i3Y MR. b ELL JIM) • 

Q It is true, in it not, that you concluded 

that one underlying concern or information related to 
the possible influx of racial minorities into housing at 
ilitchell riold? 

A No, that is absolutely not true. Thero was no 

racial ovortor.&s to tills v:liat^osv»ar. 

0 You never reached any conclusion that — that 

racial fears wero underlying the local opposition to 

Hi 3 a 
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housing? 

fc— 

A No. I would not draw that conclusion. 

Again, that was not within the purview of ray 
knowledge as to the people's concern here about high-rise, 
high-density housing. 

Q I'd like to read you from page 92 of the 

third- part of the deposition that was taken — your 
deposition. Hr. Case, taken on March 21, 1973. 

MR. JASPAN: I will object to reading 
unless the — Mr. Dellnan says, "Did you give 
this answer and — in response to this quootion," 
bccauco I want the whole question and the wnole 
answer in full context and not just taken out 
of context. 

HR. BELLMAN: I haven't road a thing. 

THE COURT: Yoc. 

MR. JABPANj I don't want to interrupt 
you again, so I am telling you what I would 
object to. 
bY MR. BELLMAN: 

Q With that forewarning, I'd liko to road you 

ray question and your answer, Mr. Caso. 

On Pago 92 of the deposition, you were asked: 

"Was this opposition over expressed in 

i-fl £ <*. 
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tonus of not wanting black or Spanish-speaking 
or low-incorue people to move into tho general 
vicinity? 

"Answer: There again, you are asking lae 
to road the winds of what motivates people and 
I'lti not in a position to do that. All I can say 
is that I think that one of tho very serious 
concerns relative to public housing of this 
type, which would be primarily the low-incomo 
approach, would generate that kind of fear, so 
I think that is basically acceptable. 

"People don't express it. It's not there on 
tho surface. I think it is underlying and that 
was why as part of ray concept, I have felt that 
to avoid that problem, that X put forth what 
1 call 70 housing, which is . 70 per cent 
middle income, 20 per cent low-income and 10 per 
cent for senior citizens.“ 

Do you recall being asked that question ana 
giving that answer? 

A Yes. YC3, I do. 

Q And do you stand by the answer you gave during 

your deposition on — in Ilarch, 1973? 

A Yoe, I do. And again would underscore what I said, 

qi^<v 
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that in an attempt to be responsive and responsible and 
to meet conic of the housing objections, from people in 
our county who are concerned about high-rise, high- 
density development, I did come forth as I indicated 
before, with the scattered-site development concept of 
70-20-10, which was 70 per cent middle income, 20 per 
cent lev/ income, and 10 per cent senior citizen. 

So, that you would not have the alleged fear of 
one segment of our society being housed in what could 
easily develop into a ghatto. 

Q ilr. Caso, are you fardliar with the fact 

that certain welfare recipients occupied housing units at 
what v/uG known as Mitchell Gardena, a part of Mitchell 
Field, sometime in late 1969 and in 1970? 

A Yes. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. BELLMAN (Cont'c): 

Q It is true, io it not, that the persons 

who occupied these units wore welfare recipients who had 
been residin'/ in r-.otels; is that correct? 

A Jiy recollection io that they wore living in totals 

and on their own, Moved out and illegally a;oved into these 
barracks at Mitchell Field, which ara referred to as 
Mitchell Cardona, 

y It is true, is it not, that they noved into 

thofjo structures in order to find '.sore suitable housing 
than was available at the notels? 

A I don't Know why they ji.ovcd into it. I think that 

|if you want to speculate, they r.iovod in because of 

political prodding at the tixo to create an ui.ibarrausing 

situation relative to the upcoming car,.'.sign in 1970, when 

I was the candidate for County Executive*. 

That is r.iy interpretation of why they noved in 

nnd I think ethers v.’ould concur. 

0 They occupied the units in the fall of 1963; 

% 

is that correct.? 

A I don't r-;.<n.bor when they ;r.ovod in. If it was 

the fall of 'G9 or the spring of '70, tho record would 
have to dc'tcrrine that. Whatever the record shows they 
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moved in X would stand by. I don't recall personally 
what the time was or tha data was. 

C And it is your position that this occurrod 

bocauuo of the ponding upcoming campaign for County 
L'xocutivo? 

A Absolutely. Uo question about it in my mind what¬ 

soever. 

Q Could you toll the Court whether or not 

when you wore presiding supervisor of the Tcwn of 
Hompotaad that you yourself had proposed in 1967 that 
tha Mi tone 11 Gardens housing units bu used to house? welfare 
families? 

A I had proposed that, but with certain variations 

and restrictions as to hew tha buildings would be used. 

And eventually — and intoroutingly enough, tha then 
County bxocutivo rejected that plan saying that it vraa 
incongruous to thin.^ that ves would want to novo peoplo 
into that kind of housing. 

The end result v/as that ray plan was discarded, no 
money was over appropriated to refurbish and to fix up 
VJhnt were* World War II barracks, and the plan novor 
developed. 

Q Could you toll tho Court why you proposed 

in 1967 that Mitcaoll Gardens be usod to house welfare 


A. 
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recipients? 

A My proposal at that time wag based on the very 

heavy co3t that the county was bearing in having welfare 
recipionts living in r.otcl3 at a certain per cent or 
amount each day, I forget what the dollar figure was, 
and I thought that this night be temporary-stopgap housing 
if properly refurbished for these motel recipients, 
pending finding for then suitable other housing. 

And I night add that subsequent thereto, as County 
Executive of Nassau County, that is exactly what I 
accomplished, because theso people moved in in the stealth 
of night, were deliberately used for political purposes 
to embarrass ii.e and my administration in uy upcoming 
campaign, and when I became County Executive, we worked 
to find suitable housing for theso people and they wore 
individually removed and found proper housiny. 

The reason t.iut we would not permit then, to stay 
there was because the buildings had been condemned, they 
v.’cre firetraps and there were many other problems, in¬ 
cluding the proximity to Topic house, which ia a drug 
rehabilitation center, and it was felt that that prosonted 
nome problems as well. but we did in fact turn it around 
co that people who were living there wuro found proper 
and suitable housing after 1 became the County Executive. 


4 /? «. 




1 




ars mm A 4 rno 


701 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 



Q Do you recall that after you had announced 

your candidacy for County Executive, and after the 
welfare .recipients had occupied the Mitchell Gardena 
units, a proposal came from the County Administration, 
before the Hoard of Supervisors, to renovate — "hich 
would have lod to the renovation and refurbishing of these 
unite no that welfare recipients could be rosidod there 
on a temporary basis and that you, while on the Board 
of Supervisors, supported that resolution? 

A I cupportod it, but I believe the record will 

show that the other supervisors rejected it because 
there was no money, as I remember it now, appropriated 
to refurbish these barracks. 

Q That rnay be uo, .Mr, Caso, but when tho 

resolution, the substantive resolution, came before the 
Board of Supervisors in early 1970 to proceed with a 
plan which would have been effoctuated, would have 
required the funding of that plan, but to proceed with 
the plan you supported the plan; is that correct? 

A I supported the plan because I had proposed the 

plan. It was my plan. I had said that we ought to use 
the Mitchell Gardens as a stopgap-temporary facility so 
we could save our county taxpayers hundreds of thousands, 
literally millions of dollars that it was costing tho 
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county to keep welfare recipionte in high-priced notcls. 

0 Vttiy would you have supported a plan that 

was the result of an atterr.pt to oiabarrass you politically? 

A That is not the plan that was — it was ay plan, 

so how could r.y plan onbarrass no politically? You don't 
have your facts right. It was after that was rejected 
by tho hoard of Supervisors and I voted for it, as I 
recall, which was consistent with ny view. 

C I see. 

A And subsequent theroto, that the v/alfaro recipients 

wero ir.oved in to Mitchell Cardens without refurbishing, 
without rehabilitation, particularly to point up and 
drematizo the lack of housing, the need for housing, as 
wo wore going into tho County Executive ccunpaign in 19 70. 

Q I would like to — you nay not have unuorstood 

no. The facts will chow that the welfare rocipiontn 
occupied tho units in late 1909. They wore already in 
tho Mitchell Carden units when tho proposal cano boforo 
tho Board of Supervisors to refurbish the — and use the 
Mitchell Garden unit3. It was at that tino that you 
voted to approve the proponed plan. 

MR. JASPAMi If your Honor please, I 
think that when Mr. Uollnan says, “Tho facts 
show," ho has to deraonntrato whether they woro 
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all occupied or whether there had been an 
initial invasion or whether they cone in in waves. 

Thin thing was a successive thing with a 
turning of the screw, an it went on, and evon 
though the hoard had rejected -- I don't want 
to be testifying, but what I'm saying is — 

THU COURT: Almost. 

MR. JASPAU: I v:as familiar with that 

* 

situation at that tima. 

What I am saying is that you can't poao 
a question — 

TUP. COURT: Lot him answer the question. 

MU. JASPAM: Ile'3 posing a question 
based on facts which a_*o not in tiio rucord. 

THE COURT: llo's the first witnouo I've 
had up here who is really familiar with everything 
that is going on and is answering the questions 
as forthright as ho possibly can. 

There is nothing wrong with it. 

MR. JASPAW: The questions aren't asked 
that way. 

THE KITUEEU; Thank, you, your honor. 

T1IE COURT: This is not meant to be 
complimentary. I have boon sitting on another 

• 4 - 


25 
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Nassau County? 

A Yc- 3 , I would nay so, ns the Nassau County Republican 

Chairman, I think that's important. 7'lectod, I wight say, 
hy the committearor. of the County Corr-itteo. 

o r>o you recall that in March of 1070 

*!r. Harriotts care out opposing the plan to house welfare* 
recipients at Mitchell Pie Id Cardens? 

A In March of 1070, 1 i.r.vjino ho did, as did many 

ethers. 

o At that tine you were sunportinc the plan to 

house ’./a If are redden tn at <•'.1 tcho.ll Pie Id Cardans; is that 
correct? 

; x not to ry knovl--»'lc>, no. In March of 1070 I was 

opposed to it be cause--that. is exactly what T have just 
testified/-that it won in the Corine of 1070 when those 
people, welfare recipients 3ivino in motels, roved into 
this area illocally, nr.d T opposed it at that time. 

r> Well, was it when they first -- I‘in trying 

to determine* when you decided that you no longer were in 
favor of a plan to house welfare recipients at ’'itchell 
Cordons. 

•:p 3 it at the tire that this croup cccupaiod 
tho units, is that your position? 

A It was at the time that tho heard of ?uporvicors, an I 
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c, Ci530 - direct 

recall it, rejected the plan to refurbish and rehabilitate 
those barracks. Subsequent thereto, \ha issue was deaa. It 
wasn't until, illegally, when the welfare recipients moved or 
v;oro moved into those unsafe barracks, that I then said 
that this was improper and should not be cone. 

q I,ot no show you two articles fr err. "dew stay" 

of p.arch 1970. Perhaps you can look them over. It niuht 
help you refresh your recollection an to the facts and dates 
involved, if you do no. 

A You are shewing wo newspaper stories dated ;.arch lCth 

1970 . 

bid you have a question you wan tad to ns).? 
q Well, it's my understanding of tho facts, 

}'.r. Coro — 

r.n. JASIbVl: I object, if your lienor please, 

to what his unc’.orstanding is. 

WlLUVdJ s 1'his is crons-axaninution, 

* 

your honor. 

I can help tho witness bring out certain 

f«ictf 3 and establish a pattern. 

TUK counts It in the question that is 

important, u r. Jaspan . 

q 1 ixit 3.0 show you an article doted July «it 

1970 -- strike that. 



a. 
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My question to you, Mr. Case, 1b whether cr 
not the /.net that Mr. Vnreiotta cni-va out in opposition to the 
— ycur proposal to house vrelfare recipients ut. Mitchell 
Field had any offset on you chonpine your position to oppose 
the plan to house welfare recipients at Mitchell Gardens? 

A no. because at the tire that you arc referring to, 

in March of 1970, r.y position had *1 ready changed relative 
to the improper and illegal use of those barracks that were 
not oroperly rofurbished to provide {suitable and safe 
housing for anybody, whether they v.’oro welfare recipients 
or not. 

') no ycu then opposed: a plan that woult: have 

refurbish id the units, contrary to your oriuJ.rol proposal 
that. 

A l'r> 3orry if you ‘don't follow :.>y — 

0 X ' it* having core trouble. 

A — j>y teatirony, rut you've got the entire thing out 

of content. I told you initially that it was ry plan, and 
I proponed that the buildings bo refurbished at County 
expense. It in r.y recollection that the Hoard of Supervisor a 
rejected that proposal prior to the March 1970 date, which 
you have raised, and the roving in i1 legally of welfare 
recipients into .Mitchell Cardona. 

And when they were roved in illegally, because of the 
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candidate, the Democratic**Literal candidate for County 
Executive made it do. 

It van a contrived plot to develop the issue in 
campaign, relative to housing, because my position on 
f A ouainy has been very clear from the outset. I have been 
c0 nnintent, if nothing elsa. I have always opposed 
high-rise, high density apartment housing, not only in the 
Town of Hempstead, where I have the jurisdiction -- end let 
not forget that you don't have tho zoning. You scon to 
infer that that could have been done by waving a magic 
uan d, whan you don't consider the legal requirements 
here. 

Q Wo are talking about Mitchell Gardena right 

now. 

A Which again is the irresponsible position that the 

opponent took, Lecahso he talked about building thousands 
of units for veterans, the poor and minority groups at 
Mitchell Field, where the zoning happens to bo, for your 
information, residential 13, which is one-family housing on 
6,000 square feet. 

Q Mr. Caso, how was this plot to bo of 

assistance, — this so-called plot of assistance to your 
opponento anci their campaign? 

MU. JASP/i’J: I think that is going far 
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A After reading t tia Nowaday ntory vlatod May 27, 1970, 

I do recall that as the prodding supervisor of the Town of 
llcapatead I had appointed a town advisory committee that held 
public hearings throajuout the communities that surround 
Mitchell Field, and I believe it in in that context that this 


meeting v:aa acid. 


Do you recall sending a ropror.ontativo to that 


meeting? 


A No, I don't think I nont a representative because this 

was a board or cornittoa that was named for the purpose of 
going into the community to discuss thu develop. - .ent of 
Mitchell Field, and that as part of that plan to visit the 
communities and got their opinions relative to the development 
of Mitchell Field I had a position paper which wan read at 

that meeting and subsequent meetings that wore hold banad on 

✓ 

tliis method of getting opinions from tha co.'xnunity. 

0 The article states — 

1 

MR. JACl’AN* 1 object^ if your Honor 
please, to any statements. 

TJIM COURT: Sustained. 

q Did you — do you recall authorizing any 

individual to bo your spokes .urn at that meeting? 

A No, nobody wan my spokesman at that meeting becauso 

again, I will try to clarify what the purpose of the series of 
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meetings was. This was a co'.smittca that was named by the 
Hempstead Town Hoard to hold public hearings at night in all 
of the communities that surround, as I have said, the Mitchell 
rield complex. And that as part of tho background for the 
meeting I had prepared a letter which stated :uy position 
relative to the overall dcvolopmont of Mitchell Tield. 

And it is ay recollection tliat that letter was read 
preliminarily at the start of eeich of these mcotingo which 
set forth my position rclativo to the development of Mitchell 
1’iold. Go that I did not appear personally. I did not have 
such a representative or spokesman at the meeting, but did so 
by means of this letter which details my position relative to 
Mitchell Piold. 

q Who uowld have read your letter? Tho Chairman? 

A Tho Chairman of tho committee. 

Q bo you recall whether your letter dealt with 

Lno issue of housing wolfaro recipients at Mitchell Cardans? 

A X don't recall that it did, though the lottcr will 

speak for itself. And I think I testified in the examination 
boforo trial rclativo to that letter. 

q Do you recall that during August or early Sep¬ 

tember of your campaign in 1970 for election to the office of 
County Supervisor sending out — 

A County Executive. 
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Q County Executive. I am sorry* 

Sending oat about 0,000 letters with your 
signature as presiding *;upervisor to the residents of 

5 Unionuule dealing v;ith the subject of Mitchell Gardens and 

6 welfare recipients at that site. 

MR. 1IYMAH* Your ilonor, tho Government 

objects on this ground* When this individual was 
running for office as a candidate to an office, 
ho wasn’t in any [>osition. What he said wao 
cam paign puffing. 

THU COURT* 1 understand. 

HR. UYJIAU* It wasn't an official — 


act. 


TlL'J COURT* I know. It wasn't an official 


MR. llYMAM* I think ho can only bo hold 


accountable for those acts while he's in office. 
Anything that ho might havu said or dono in tho 
way of running for office is not binding on him 
or any of tho parties to this proceeding. 

THE COURT* I accept it as such. I accept 
issues in a campaign not to bo tho issues when 
you are actually doing a job. 

Q Do you recall sending that loiter to 9,000 

\ 

residents of Union.lnlo? \ 
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decioion. v;o . £ eel wo have to establish — 

Thli COURT* They usually call that, when 
a candidate makes a commitment, political 
expediency. And I know that, too. 

Q Mr. Cano, did you commit yourself to tho — 

TILE COURT* I don't cay he did it. 

MR. BELLMAN * I am asking him. 

THE COURT* Come candidates will use it 
ao political expediency. 

I accuno this man of nothing. Don't be 
picking up something I am telling you. Just 
ar.k your questions now. 

Q Mr. Cano, did you commit yourself to tho 

residents of tho Uniondnlo section to oppose the housing of 
voLfaro recipients at Mitchell Gardens during the campaign of 
1970? 

A During the campaign of 1970, I recall that I indicated 

that if elected county executive, I would not permit tho 
continuing use of Mitchell Gardens to house welfare 
recipients, but would do everything within wy power to novo 
them out of there into proper and suitable housing for then 
throughout tho entire county of Nassau. 

Q Mr. Cano, I would like to read youa statement 

from tho administrative cede of Nassau County, tha open 
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housing law, Section — 

v-— 

MR. JASPAN t If your Honor please, the 
Court can take judicial notice cf tne law. 

THU COURT: Yea, judicial notice. 

MR. JASPAN* It*5 in my brief. And wo 
have an open housing code. And wo arc proud of 
the fact that wo enforce it. 

MR. JJELLMAtf* Thera arc certain factual 

etatalents r.ado in the resolution und I want to 
ask the witness whether he agrees v/ith the state** 
raont or not. 

THU COURT: Whether ho agrees with the 
law that — 

MR. M:LL:ir-Jl: The factual statements 
act fortii in the resolution to the law — 

THU COURTt That paused the 1aw? 

It doesn't make any difference whether ho agrees 
with it or not. If it's the law, it's the lav/, 
ha naa to enforce it. What difference **“ 

HR. JASPAN* And it has to be read in 
the context of this particular law, not in tnu 
context of this trial. 

THE COURTi Absolutely not. 

MR. bELI/lAM* I'm not sure I understand. 
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Q Tell the Court — _ 

THE COURT! That'a why we separate the 
legislature from tha judicial. 

Q Mill you toll the Court v/hat was the racial 

makeup of the group that occupied tha Mitchell Cardens 
units? 

MR. JASPAKi l£ your Honor plcaso, wo aro 
going far afield, 

Tllii COURTi Yea. 

MR. JASPAH t In August of 197 0 r thoro 
were 15 houoaa occupied by — 15 families in 
thero, lie's promoting that into a big deal 
hero. 

THU COURT! You. 

HR. JASP/dii This has to bo in pcrapectivo. 
T1IU CO’JRTt I think 3 5 wora in notols and 
they movod them into Ilitcholl Gardonn, — I 
havon*t forgotten. 

MR. JASPAll* Wo will chow that in August 
thoro wore only 15 families. 

MR. UELLKAM* TWU 1 it became ona of the 
nost controversial issues in Haar.au County because 

they weiT'i people who were black moving to 
Mitcholl Fiold. It goeo to tho heart of our 
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case. It is a critical issue and feol we should 
bo allowod to pursuo it. 

THE COURT* You just made your statement. 

I will accopt your statement. I will accept 
your statement if you say it's so. It's on 
the record. 

(continued next pa<jo) 
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Q Mr. Casa, arc you familiar with the racial 

r ~', 4 

makeup of the Uniondalc school area? 

V-y 


5 

A 1 know it's as integrated con:vanity. I don't have 

6 

any percentages, however, at ny fingertips that would 

1 7 

indicate, you know, what the breakdown is. Dut I know 

( 8 

that it is an integrated conmmiity. 

9 

C} it's true, is it not, that there is a 

10 

concern among white resident .i of tho Uniondalo section 

11 

that there is a possibility that a greater influx of 

12 

minority citizens could alter that racial makeup and 

13 

change tho Integra toil nature of tho comuni ty. 

1 

14 

MP.. JASP.v:: If your honor please. 

15 

j object to that question again. 

16 

Trie COUHT: Sustained. Strictly 

17 

speculative. 

18 

q j ; avc you ever been advised that a major 

19 

issue among tho residents of the Uniondalo section is that 

20 

an increase in the minority population could cause n tipping 

21 

factor o r an exodus of white residents? 

22 

A No. I have no personal knowledge or have been advise 


of that. 

, 23 



0 Prior -- after you wore electee county hxecuti. 

• 

25 

and P rior to assuming office, you committed yourself, did 


you net, or you stated that you would dissolve the Mitcholl 


Piold Development Corporation? 


cl 


■i 
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Cano - direct 
A Yes. That's correct. 

w— 

c ould you tell the Court why you acted to 

a nd then subsequently you took certain action when you 

a office, which led to the dissolution of that body? 
assume ci 

la that correct? 

_ upon my election no County Executive, naked 
A Yoo. * 

tho members of the Mitchell Field Development Corporation, 
whic h hcd keen appointed under a compromise formula with 
tho then County Hxecutivo, that they submit their 
rej signations. And at my request they did so. Whether or 
not tk° corporation was dissolved legally or not, I don't 
know. 

You took the position that funds 3hould not 
b© allocated to continue tho Mitchell Field Development 
Corporation; is that correct? 

A My recollection, again, is that tho corporation 

was f un '^ cc * ky tho county, and that in tho event that the 
r Gai gnati° n o v;ero not forthcoming, that it was likoly that 
the board of Supervisors would not continue to fund tho 
cor poration. 

Q VJero the restorations forthcoming? 

A yes, they v/erc. 

Q Did you appoint any now member b to tho 

Mi tchcll Field Development Corporation? 




Caso - direct 


i 


. No. Because I did not approve of that method of 

A 

U *— 1 ■ ^ 

develoP ment a *- this point in time of the Mitchell rield 


comp 


lex. 


What development? 


A Well, the plan for the development of Mitchell Field 

was brought under the control directly of the County 

vcrnmcnt, rather than having a separate and autonomous 
GO 

body dealing with what I thought was a Governmental function 

i ,,as twice removed from the electorate by the use of 
and w“ 

corporate body. 

Q Did you also, at some point early, after 

a ,. su ming office, advise the planner for Mitchell Field 
Development Corporation, Henry Liu, that there would be 

no ho us i nc J at Mitchell Field. 

j m et with him after being elected and sworn in 

j think I was in the position of County Executive when I 

t with him, and I did indicate to him that I did not 
me 

Relieve that housing should have a high priority in the 
rail development of Mitchell Field. 

Ov ^ 

Q D id you tell him that except for the Santini 

pro perty, there would be no housing at Mitchell Field? 

A Except for the Santini property, where we had 

contemplated senior housing, it was my judgment that there 
would be no housing at Mitchell Field. 
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Caso - direct 

Q And you so instructed him; is that correct? 

^ And I advised him of my views, yr s. 

Q Is t^ ere an overall mastt >lan at this time, 

outlining t^ c development of — for Mil 11 Field? 

A jt depends on how you define a rr. ter plan. And I 

sa y there is a plan — whether it's a master plan or not, 
again depends on your definition of a master plan. But we 
are developing Mitchell Field according to a plan. 

q Well, is that plan reduced to any illustrative 

rcn dering or any written form? 

A I think there are memos, letters, papers that would 

indicate the approach that my administration is taking in 
the d eve *°P ment Mitchell Field. 

q jjas it been reduced to any illustrative 

plan for this sitc? 

A well, my illustrative plan, again, it's a question 

of sem an tics* There is no markup or model if that isr * 

what you are talking about. 

B ut we do have maps. We do have markings on maps 
that indicate what various of the parcels are being used 
for or will be used for, or contemplated use for. 

Q Well, I am particularly interested, Mr. 

Caso, in the map that has been — that has markings on it, 
which shows the various proposed uses. Is that map 
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available? 

A Well, the map I make reference to are those that 

v in the courtroom. I don't know of any other maps, 
appear 

^ j thi n k if you look at those you will see either 
^sting uses or contemplated uses or allocation of acreage. 
MR . BELLMAN: The witness has made 
r0 £erence then to defendant's exhibit P and — 

MR> jASPAN: Not the other one. 

MR. BELLMAN: Defendant's exhibit P. 

Q Is that the only map that you know of which 

would fall within the category of maps with designations of 
uses? 


It's true, is it not, that Henry Liu has 
advised you that the County should proceed to develop an 
overall master plan in rendering for the development of 
Mitchell Field? 

I think as a planne , he would obviously recommend 

A 

that there be a master plan. And we have retained him. 


A contract has just recently been approved by the Board of 


Supervisor 


s to work with the Nassau County Planning Associ¬ 


ation on a plan for Mitchell Field. 

Q Well, at this point in time, there is no 

r endering of, or design proposals; is that correct? 


a 
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» » . ,* , •/ * 

rphat would be correct in the sense in which you arc 

, i osc words. But them is a plan and we have a plan 
using tn , 

for the development and the allocation of the use o^ the 


land. 


. .. Frankly, -I'm getting sick and tired constantly 
hearing that there is no plan for the development Oi 


-,'a. ■ 


Mitchell Fic ld * • ........ 

And another, candidate has just entered the field 

running against-me, who is saying that there is no master 


■•I. v *.>■' '• 


plan for Mitchell Field. 

. I don't know what you want to call it. But wo 

Now, . 

are not just letting Mitchell Field grow like Topsy. There 

,, , { 'ons for land for planned use and planned unit 
are allocati . . 

development, if you want the technical phrase for Mitchell 

.a . • ■ f 0 , • • . ' , / 

Field, include Sant ini. 

. i.uis would emerge from a series of mcmoranca? 
• • ' Q And tn-*- 

Is that your'position? .... ... 

* Memoranda, conferences, discussions, the whole gambit 

A • 

1 

of the operation of the administration of Government. 

11 , from the outside to determine what is 
-Q we , 

w _en at Mitchell Field, what would you p£>int out 
going to hapP' . . .. . ^ r. 

to mo to read or to look at to determine where you are going 
in terms of development of Mitchell Field? ^ 

l 4 '%• k * 

A • I would answer specific questions relative to the 
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development of Mitchell Pield. And I would refer then to 

memoranda and attorn that I have submitted, public 
s tatenants that I have made ad nauseura, about the dcvelopno 
of Mitchell Field. There ia no secret about tho dcvelopmcn 
of M .itch c11 ricld ao far as I an concerned. And wo have 
a plan. 

o HOW, wh oro 13 that P lon7 

m R. JASPAiJ: If your Honor please, ho'o 

arguing with the witness. 

T 1 JI$ WITNESS: I have already answered 

that question. 

THE COURT: He has already answered. 

That's hiu bent answer. 

Q How, you stated before that tho overall 

purpose for Mitchell Fiold is to further civic, cultural 

and odu cat * on I 0 * 1 * 3 ' that correct? 

A Educational what? 

Q Civic, cultural and educational purposes 

or g oala# 

A Yea, that ic corre-ct. 

0 Will you toll thG Court how commercial 

uuob which you atatc would bo included In tho devolopncnt 

of Mitchell Field, tlt0 in vlth 0,050 « OOU7 
A Wo have nl^ a ^ 3 ta,iCn position that when you're 

L-K3 cv 
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talking about this development, about this massive acreage 
of property, that you have assessed valuation and •*- we have 
completed a coliseum that costs 31 million dollars of the 

taxpayers 1 non 0 *- 1 would like to countor-balanco 
that by having office development, commercial development, 
industrial development that will pay taxes to the residents 
of Nassau County. And that's how that becomes a balance in 

the use of this property. And wo have aroao that have been 

set aside on Hempstead Turnpike for ouch development, and 

at Santini, 50 acres there that is available, and tho 

northwest quadrant, which haa been the subject of such 

discussion in this case, v/hich is for industrial use because 

tho railroad aiding, and that kind of development 

Q So your position is that commercial usoo 

fit within tho notion of civic, cultural and educational 

goals, because they will pay for those goals? Is that fair? 

_ Because of what? 

A 

Q They will pay for those projects? 

A Because they will lie in assessed valuation that 

will inure to tho benefit o* «*> taxpayer, of tho entire 

county. And you have qot to understand t* 10 tox nyetcra in 

our county, where this money will revert to particular 

loC ations within tho districts that are included in the 

. L ,, „„ Q rall, into the general county 

Mitchell Fiold complex and o\Q 
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0 So in that sense the coramercial properties 

would further civic, cultural and educational goals? 

A Would help to carry the tax burdens generally for 

the people of our county, — 

Q Well — 

A (continuing) — by bringing in rates able —- 

Q I am trying to determine how commercial uses 

which you state are to be part of Mitchell Field — 

MR. JA5PAN: If your honor please, he 
has answered this question. 

THE COURT: It's for rno ~ 

MR. JASRAi'll And prior witnesses iwvo 
answered it. They talkod nbout joh 3 and tho 
needs of the community. I don’t know why you’re 
pressing it ud nauoeum, if I nay borrow a 
phrase. 

TUL COURTt I will sustain it. 

THE WITNESS: he my guest. 
ii Mr. Caso, do you believe that people who 

propose housing to be included at Mitchell Field aro 
politically motivated against you? 

MU. J ASP AN i I object to that. 

TUL COURT: Sustained. 

L/^Cou 
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0 It's true, is it not, that a large number 

of community organizations in Nassau County have come out 
on record in support of inclusion of housing at Mitchell 
Field; is that correct? 

A I would say that there must be some people who have 

said that there should bo housing at Mitchell Field. 

I couldn't name the groups or at what point in time. 
I would say that as of right now, if you are going to look 
at it currently, I can't think of looking at any group 
that in at the front for pressing for housing. Unions you 
want to consider yourself an one of the advocates for it. 

0 Could you tell tho Court what the Long Island 

Association of Commerce and Industry in? 

A The Long Inland Association of Commerce and Industry 

ia the Chamber of Commerce for the Long Inland area. 

0 has that organization taken a position openly 

with respect to whethor housing should bo included in 
— at Mitchell Field? 

A My recollection is that they have disavowed a taDk 

force which was headed up by a nan who is now an opponent 
of nine in thin election, who ia the only voice crying in 
the wilderness, waking an issue of housing at Mitchell 
Field nt this point in tino. The Long Inland Association 
cf Commerce and Industry did appoint n task force to 

(o CO 
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determine the overall development of whafc^jjhould bo done 
at Mitchell Field. The task force, as I understand it, 
ran frock and became to represent the views of ono 
individual who has now been disavowed by the Jong Inland 
Association of Commerce and Industry. 

0 It's true, is it not, that the Nassau County 

League of VJo.-r.cn Voters has endorsed the proposition that 
housing — 

MR. JA£FAH x Your Honor — 

TliC COURT: Then bring them in. Why arc 
you asking — 

MR. DKLLMAil: I want to ask him whether 
ho knows that these organizations support housing 
at Mitchell 1’iold. 

(continued on the next page.) 
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MR. JASPANx If your Honor please, we hove 
never challenged the fact that maybe somebody 
wants housing at Mitchell Field, but if they 
are going to testify, there — they are going to 
testify as to what context, what kind of housing, 
in wnat tirae frame, not this witness. 

MR. UiiLLMAUt If he knows. 

THd COURT* That doesn't mean he's 
supporting it because there is discriminatory ~ 
thoy may support it for other reasons. 

MR. FbLLMAN* It goes to the issue whothcr 
there in a compiling governmental interest in 
excluding housing. We cun show this through u 
variety of means. If every responsible organisation 
in Nanr.au County lino cono out openly and still 
supporto the notion that housing ohould be 
included at Mitchell Field -- 

T11F COURT* Responsible organizations 
from where you sit. If you are going to place 
yourself in judgment cf what people are 
responsible or not responsible, then that io 
something different. 

MR. iihLLM/uJ* We can go through the 
organizations and find out. 

«- 
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THU COURT: Dr ing them in. Lot ip.o hear ' 

Uion. I an willing to listen. You can bring 

{ 

in anybody you want to get on this witness ^ 

stand and we'll hear what their reasons are 
for what they want to do. 

MR. HEbLMAH* Okay. 

THU COURTi but not that you are going 
to ask one question and enpoct no to draw nil 
the inferences right down to California as to 
why these people arc for it or not. I will not 
do it, and I don't intuml to do it. Xd>n't 
intend to do it. All right. t 

MR. bLLLMAM: Well, I hope your honor — 

Tlth COURTi Don't try a ca30 like that. 

You know, Mr. Lollnan, you don't try a case before 
mo that way. 

MR. UhhUMAhi Okay. 

THE COURT* Don't leave questions hanging 
up in the air. If you've got somo proof, bring 
it in. I never limit anybody from bringing in 
any proof. 

MR. liliLKlAM* It's a long list. 

THE COURT* If you want to do it at | 

3 o’clock in the morning, bring then in. 

_ . _ 
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and changes that have taken place since the Marccm plan, 

fcr 

as the nap shows, evolved in 19G9. 

Q Now, you have stated several tines that you 

have enforced a scatter-site housing plan. Could you toll 
the Court precisely what that is, and how you view the 
—— how you proceed to resolve the county's housing problems? 
A JuBt prior to the time that 1 left the office of 

presiding supervisor of the Town of Hempstead in December 
of 1970, I put forth a proposal which was referred to as 
the scatter-nite plan to provide housing within the Township 
of Hempstead. The concept being that wo would seek out 
vacant land ana property, within the township, that could 
accommodate housing based on the zoning within the juris¬ 
diction of the town. 

By that I noan if there was an area that could 
accommodate 10 unit3 of housing, that 10 units would bo 
put there. If there v/aa another area that could accommodate 
100 units of housing, then 100 unit 3 would be put there. 

And I called for what I labeled blended housing, 
which was the 70, 20, 10, 70 percent middle income, 20 

percent low income and 10 percent for senior citizens. 

I'jnd that plan, which was spelled out just prior to 
my leaving the town of Hempstead and assuming the duties 
of County Executive, was left for the next administration 

4 ? 0 ^ 
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to implement as they saw fit. I think there were some 700 
units as a beginning, that would have provided this 
concept of housing throughout the entire township. It was 
a plan that was applauded editorially by the local dailies, 
and which was, I might add, approved by the League of 
Women Voters and others who felt that that wan the way in 
which the housing problems for llassau County could bent be 
resolved, by having every community, to take a share of 
housing, rather than to develop a massive high-rise density 
complex in one section of the county. 

(continued on the next pago.) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY KR. DEbLwiAN (Cont'd) j 

Q Did you designate sites throughout the Town 

of Hempstead whore your scatter-site program could bo 
implemented? 

A Yos. As I recall it, tha Town of Hempstead Housing 

Authority after a search, we advertised, seeking land and 
after this was concluded, we came out with a program 
with specific names of locations, numbers of units that 
could bo adapted to that land. 

Wo also had preliminary approval from HUD and 
the other housing agencies that would bo involved and 
it was a detailed workable plan that had boon put furth 
which I loft for the now administration in tho Town of 
Hempstead. 

Q Sould those — would tho files at tho 

housing authority contain copies of that plan, with the 
designated units and their location, thoir proposod 
location? 

A I would suspect that the Town of Hempstead Housing 

Authority should have that plan in its files. 

Q Do you havo a copy in your files? 

A I — I probably would have copies in my files in 

the office, though I don't recall specifically whether wo 
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n 

2 

left them in the Town of Heir.potoed. I would assume that 


3 

they ore in the Town of Hempstead files bacauso I would 


4 

not have brought it with iao to the county. Since I did 


5 

not — do not have housing jurisdiction. 


6 

Q Do you recall what the largest cito was 


7 

that you located in the Town of llcrupetead for tha scatter- 


8 

cite housing program you proposed? 


9 

A Mo, I would have to guess, but again tho record 


10 

would speak for itcolf. I would think tho largest wan 


11 

probably in tho area of about 2U0 unite. 


12 

Q And how much land? 

C 

13 

A Based on the zoning, which ic the Town of Hempstead, 


14 

which io 20 unitu per acre. 


15 

Q Uo 10 acres probably would be tha largaat 


16 

parcal? 


17 

A Yes. 


18 

Q Was that plan implemented, to your knowledge? 


19 

A I loft tho Town of Hampstead and left tha plan 


20 

with the presiding .supervisor. I think that there waa 


21 

on attempt to implement tho plan by going into one 

r*’ ■*» 

22 

community at tho outset and bccauco of misinformation that 

». , .* 

23 

was circulated at that time, by a daily in our - area, the 


> ' " 

— tha opposition in tho community arose to ouch a dogreo 


25 

that the than presiding suparviror in tho Town of Hempstead 
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Board which had the jurisdiction abandoned the plan. 

Q Was that Mr. Purcell that you are roferriny to! 

A That v/ould bo — he is the presiding supervisor 

of tho town who succeeded no. That would bo Francis H. Purcell 
and then the others who are members of the governing 
body there, the Town board. 

Q Isn't it true that Mr. Turcell took a very 

voherr.ent line in opposing your scatter-site housing? 

MR. JVCPAN: If your Honor pleases — 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Q To make the record clear, it is true, is it 

not, that to data there has been no implementation of 
your scattor-oite plan and that there is no -- that 
none of tho units you have proposed have been built on 
a ccattor-oito basis in tho Town of Hempstead? 

A As far as I know, that is so. Bat I might add 

that in on attempt to move housing forweird in our county, 
despito the fact that I don't have jurisdiction or authority, 

I appointed a county housing coordinator, tho first in tho 
history of the Nassau County Government, to work with the 
local units of Government in an attempt to come up with 
housing according to a scattered-site plan. And there has 
been some progrons mado along thoro lines. Not necessarily 
in the Town of Hempstead but in y_!v r areas. 


1 
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I don't dooorvo to bo reelected to the position 
of County Fxecutivc and fox* you to irply other¬ 
wise ia utter non aon so. 

rif:cr i )i-\ r aT r : i 

HV Me, BMLbMAM: {<"ont.) 

n Tt'n true, in it not, Mr. C.rsq, that th i 

County V.*; the ;oi/o r to -- if the Board of Supervision* vioro 
to approve, to create n housing corporation such no exists 
in "uffoiv. -- in Suffolk County, the fiuffolfc County Oovolop- 
irent corporation? 

i-o^ : If your !'onor pi on or*, that' fl 

a quintIon -- 


•rpr CO?:;-T: fUistnin-vl. 

;«j», j'.r'M- — of lav/. 

7 PP COTJB7: :io said no, naturally, hut 

sustained. 

I 

r\ Chon you v.'oro horn before, you ir.ads the* otat«- 

ront that there vine a cor.r.it-unt by C>R.\ to place, a Federal 

Office builcilr.q at Mitchell field. 

Could you tell the Court on what information 

you bar.* that conclusion that there is a con-1 tront to 
include a housing — or. office buildinq at .Mitchell I'IqIM 
A The Federal Covornrent workod very closely with r.*y 

l 4 Sva 








5 Caso - direct 

administration in a land swap, which I nirht t, cUl, saved our 
taxpayers over a mi 11 ion dollars, which I only point up to 
Bhov; that the flexibility of what is hopponim at Mitchell 

riold is very important hero. 

nscau3o vt> did effectuate a land avap with the Federal 
Covernr.ant after which they indicated that the property 
which vrns niven to thorn on Stewart Avenus in exchange for 
other properties nt Mitchell Field would be used for a 
$74,000,010 ret’eral Office conplex. 

7he monoy has been appropriated by the ConqroS3 of 
the United Staton. And tbo or. A, 1 an told, in in tho process 
of now reviewing nrchiteutn and those who woulo be rcnponniblv 

for the conntraction of the facility. 

o ’low you been advisee when construction will 


bccri.n? 

r v X have not been advised specifically as to date but 

I would think that the way it’s progressing, it should be 

by the. end. of this year. 

THE COURT: All riqht, V’e will suspend 

Cor & roovwmt. 

(Pec*?ns taken.) 

THE COURT: Ml riqht. Continue. 

(Tho witness rwuuirod Che stand.) 
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uv m. prwiMj (Cont.) 

q Do yon recall '.’ho told you -- vh/xt Perioral 

official tele; you that tho federal office building — that 
the Cove rn rent v/m proceeding with the Goriernl Office 
building at Mitchell Field? 

A My point of contact relative to that rfavoloprant has 

boon Conn roe.nr ari John b'yrilor who represents the? district 
in which Mitchell riolri in located. And it in ry umtax- 
clanding that nil of the Perioral 1W3 being fret, that: tho 
intention is for the mdornl Covomront to dove lop that 
I>ropcrty on Stewart avenue, which wen the nubjoct cf the land 
swap for a federal office complex. 

o Mev, T just want to nako ono final thing 

clear. You stated that your position currently in that 
Mitchell field should not bo enveloped with housing, that 
housing would ha inappropriate at that nit* except fro* the 
fantini property. 

vrart that rlso the position you took during 
your carpalon in 1970? 

A Yes. My oonition relative to high-rise, high 

density .vxnrt r ”.»nt hots'* risvelopront has, I believe, beon 
consistent, that this property should not he uaod ns tc 
the so-called solution to rooting the housing problem of 


25 
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Tllf. COURT: You are talking about Snntini 


proporty, too? 

•rur; WITHTICtf * The flantini is the. aron 
where we have talked about senior citizen housing. 
TliP COUF.T: Wow rany acres in the Hnntini 

property? 

ipjjp vfTTircs: 1 think there are about 

BO acro 3 , round figures. 

wjjr* COURT: ilmj rr.any acres of that would 

bo used for you say, senior citizen property? 

TH” WITNESS: 1 think about ton or twelve 
acr«s, the Town of Hennotead has contemplated 
using. 

Tlii:' COURT: What would J.« the balance? 

THU WITNESS: The balance would bo ns I 
indicated earlier, ycur Honor, soon r >0 acres 
for commercial dove. 1 optiont, to help hard-pressed 
district, which needs ratnblea nnd anooaom. 
valuations from. -- desperately boenuao of 
rnny governmental focilitios that are contained 
In thnt area that are off the tax rolls. 

Till* COUWTi Would it be possible to wove 
thcao cor-j’.crcialn to oorro other port of Mitchell 
field and outof Santini nnd put sorething clco 

cJSR CL 








Case 


circt't 


there? ! oHe that a houoinc area ir.ata.ae;? 

Tiin WI'? iCi-C; j’hf'.t v s alv.v/a .*>c■fisiblo. 

The p rob Ion, of coun^j, lies with tho eon in-'. 

• 75 jl* cn»ti n T: I uno-T^tano that. 

<;T' JCff r ,',rr;ii::, the 7own of ?lar’i>wtecc 


ban "jurisdiction. 


•7jtr oo;;T’/r: X understand that, too. 

T*w !i-»cn ail through that ritual. 

MU. TV.'bL’l/VJ *. I have no further quor.ttone 

(Con tin no d nc::t pnqo.) 

k if •+ 
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assessed valuation that i3 in that area, which 
is called the Kite, tell Pie Id complex per se, 
will not inure to the benefit of Hast Meadow, 
because they are not in that district. 

THE COURTx I nave another questions, 
but it skipped ny ctind. 

Oh. 

On the flight with the helicopter, there 
was an area that wan shown to no, it was 
testified to by the follow you appointed. I 
can't renenbor )iis nar.ie. 

MR. nr.bLMAN x Kunz. 

MR. JRbPAb: Ho works for the Ri-County 
Planning board. 

THE COURT: Yon. 

lie said then?was an nroa and it won 
indicated to no, an area, stripped of land, 
whore low cost housing could possibly have 
been placed, which was under consideration. 

hut looking fron tin? sky, where I was 
looking, i> didn't seen to no at that tine that 
it would be feasible place because — I nndo 
the connent that it would take more money for 
the person — 

Ml Q- 
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Caso 

— tho low coat housing parson who was a resident 
there, to got to a store or got to work, than 
it was worthwhile living in tho area. 

You give that connidoration, too, when 
you aro building public housinn of that type? 

TlliS WITNESS > Wo givo that consideration 
except — 

THI' COURT* The pocke tliook has to bo 
considered, 

TIIE WITNESS* You have to consider also, 
tho suburban context in which everybody in 
Nassau County lives, and one of our serious 
problems that wo aro wrestling with at thin 
tine and ia within ny jurisdiction, is providing 
mass transit. 

As you know, we hove just bought out 
the bus companies, 

THE COURT* All right. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
UY MR, JASPAM* 

0 Mr, Caso, in paragraph 3 of the complaint 

filed in this action, plaintiff makes the following 
allegation, and I am quoting* 

"The county is engaged in spot development 


* * 
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THE COURT: Good norning. 

HYMVI: Good nomine, your i'.onor. 

MM. BEZ.L!iA3: Good nomine;, your Honor. 

THE coup”: Good nomine. 

*:n. Ji!*LL!vVJ : Loady to proceed, your 

Honor. 

V.'X COUI’T; Ready. 

MR. xvjLwMVl! Hrs. Word. 

W I U T T R V D C. Vi A V. P , called 

a.i a v/itnorjo herein, having !ko:» fir:)t ouly a worn 
hy th> Clerk of the Court, uai oxanined an*. 

testified 03 fo 1 lcr^T ’■ 
hrv ^ y % *[X MX*.• ft? 10*4 

liV f!U. 13r.LI.MAM: 

q Mra. ward, would you tell tha Court wnat 

pouition you hold at thi-J tire.? 

At th i preaont tine I'** the Executive Director of tn 
Tc’./n of :? err r, toad Lousing Authority. 

tie. court: of the *./hat? 

ThE v.'TTrrfin j Town of * I c r.p.i too d ’lousing 
Authority. 

TEE COURT: Ml right. 

T Are you n resident of the Town of Uoirpatoad? 


^3a 
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h You. 

0 How long hove you been Hxocutivo Director? 

A One year and four ronths. 

C So that it vas — 

A I ‘rn jorry. Gno year and air. rontns. 

O So it wan oarly 19 72 that you wora appointed? 

A February, '72. 

'u February, ‘72. 

Could you utata what cr.ployr.ont you hold 

prior to February, 1972? 

A /all, in tho housing Authority, I vao employed in 

19G3, Cocosnbar, as l.xucutivc Secretary and in ".ay, 19G9, 1 wo; 

appointed Deputy Director of tho dousing /Authority. 

Prior to that, I worded for private industry for 
eleven years. 

Who appointed you to the position of Fxecutive 


Director? 


A 


7s 


Vown 

hold 

A 


The Town of I!orv?ntcad housing Authority. 

•j And who is the -- is the chairs..an of the — 

Willia?i T. Cleland. 

j Want relationship would Mr. Purcell, the 

Supervisor , nave to tho housing Authority? Docs ho 
any position in that body? 

Mono at nil. ho appoints tho roj.born of tho Housing 
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Authority — 

0 How rany — 

^ _with the Town board, not ns — you know, an an 

individual. 

rj I see . 

What -- how rany members nra there of the 

A Thera are five members. 

q And did Mr. rurcoll appoint the chairman who 


appointed you or — 

A The chairman is appointed -- in olected at an annual 

mooting. 

0 Of tho Mousing Hoard? 

A Of tho Housing Authority. 

0 Housing Authority. 

Could you tell the Court how tho Housing 
A.uthoritv operates in relation to the Town Government, in 
tonrs of fulfilling the Housing Authority responsibilities? 
A Excuse mo. 

I'm not sure T understand that question. 

0 foil, could you tell tho Court what is the 

relationship between the Housing Authority end tho Town 


Cove rn ’non t? 


K 0 11 , the Town and the Housing Authority have a 


cooperation agreement, whereby we got service 


different 


S’ <X 
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services fror" the Town, such n.» oarbaro pickups, .10 on, but 
we do then in turn pay our payment in lieu'-of taxes, but 
wo Oo also have to co to th.es ?ovrt for coning. 

And onr projects in construction am undar the — 
inspected under the building coda, the building rnpartraiit 
inspects our projects. 

0 r.’he housing Authority is an independent 

corporation: is that correct? 

A P.ioht. That's correct. 

0 vrhon vras the llorpatoad housing Authority 

established? 

A Augu 3h, 19G3. 

0 /And that was pursuant to resolution or legis¬ 

lative action? 

A An act of lecri n lation. 

0 tty the Town of !! amps tend? 

h At a request I think ly the Town of ’lOTrpstnad. 

0 What precisely is the function of the rousing 

Authority? 

.A To provide housing for needy, to provide standard 

decent housing for families and senior citizens. 

0 Is that lesoo.nsiM 1 ity defined in any charter 

or document of the Authority? 

A I’ve read it sor-eplace. I'r not sure really. 

H Ip 4, 
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q It'3 true, is it not, that the major way that 

tho Authority porfonus it3 function in through the uao of 
public housing funds; i3 that correct? 

A That in correct. 

0 And these would ho funds that cone to the — 

to the Authority through the Department of Housing and Urban 
DovalopTr.cn t? 

A Yos. That is correct. 

g who funds the day-to-day operations of tho 

Authority? 

A The Fodoral Government and through our rent collection? 

wo raintain the operations of tho office end tho maintenance. 

0 Haw many public housing projects are there 

currently in the Town of iicr.pstead? 

A Twelve. 

q You have provitloc] r.e with a list of those 

projects; is that correct? 

A Yea, I have. 

0 This is n document that on the top roads, 

'•Iten 1 and 4“. That makes reference to the subpoena that 
was served upon you; i3 that correct? 


A 


Yao. 

MU. BULLMMJ: I’d like to have this 
document marked as Plaintiff'3 i.xnibit ^ 13 
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not cure what wo arc up to. v.'o believe it's 
32. 

THU CLERK: Yes. 

Thic will be narked Plaintiff a Exhibit 
No. 32 for identification. 

(So narked.) 

L»Y MR. 1SRLLMAM: 

Q Nctj, Mrs. Ward, could you tell me —tell no 

what thia document contains, Plaintiff's Exhibit 32 for 
identification? 

A All right. 

Thia is brockn down into the number of our projects, 
twelve projocts; tho location of the projects, the number 
of units in each project, the number of units for elderly 
in oach project, tho number of family units in each project 
and then tho racial composition in each project. 

Q How, tho dosignzition under Project No. IV/ 46 

A That io a HDD nuribor. A designation by HUP. Our 

Housing Authority is ’1Y 46 and each project in designated 
after that. 

MR. 3ELLMAN: I'd like to r.ovo this 
document into evidence. 

MR. JA5P/J1: No objection. 

MR. HYMAN: Mr. Bellmen, pleaso. 



25 
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BY MR. DCLI/!1A’I: 

q »jow, ono question before wo proceed. The 

numbers hero, these are by units; is that correct? 

A P.iyht. 

q And when you have a racial composition of 02 wh 

and one black and ono other, that roans there would be 02 
white families? 

A 02 whito families. 

Q I noo. 

This iu not the actual number of residents of those 
projects -- units? 

A In senior citizen projects, the majority cf the 

fnrtilio3 are ono. 

q But in terra of families, family projects, tho 

104 would refer to number — 104 — 

A 104 would bo — where 1 :* that? That would be fanilin 

And I don't know if I have that breakdown, how many ono- 
Lodroom apartronts compared to efficiencies. 

The efficiencies would be ono person but in a lot of 
case 3 , where one of a mate would pass away, this would be 
only one person in one bedroom also and it wouldn t nocca- 
nurilv r'cnn that there were tv/o people there. 

MR. HYMAN; No objection. 

MR. DSLXiUUi: Okay. 
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I'd like to have this marked in evidenco. 

THE CU’PK: Plaintiff's Exhibit Ho. 32 previously 
marked for identification, nov/ marked in evidence. 

(5o narked.) 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

0 How, Plaintiffs r.xhibit 32 ia n full aununa-y 

of the total number of units in each one of the projects) 
is that correct? 

A Right. 

o And the number of units designated for elderly, 

number of units designated for family uoo and the racial 
composition under tho various catanoriea; is that correct? 

A That i3 correct. 

0 Hois a unit earmarked exclusively for 

elderly? 

A Well, it*a designated for elderly when wo receive 

our program reservation. 

The size of tho apartment and tho zoning would lir.it 
it for tho use of elderly or posnibly disabled. 

0 Now — 

A The Town of Hempstoad has a zoning for oldorly 

housing. 

Q I SOG. 

And that — under that zoning, only oldorly 

470 a 
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people could live in th« developr-ont? 

That i3 correct. 

And we can build thirty units to an cere for elderly. 
Whoroos, £ or family, nocau3e of tne nurber of people, wo can 
only build twenty. 

q there are only two proajct3, an I unoer- 

atcind it, in the Tovn ol Hempstead, that are designated for 
family? 

j/.U. jtwp/jT: I object to that question. 

That 1 n rot a fair stnte’.Tont . It'o not tho Town 
of llonpstoao. It's two projects by this housing 
Authority. That is not the Town of : f ar.? 3 toed, 

Thoro is a big difference. 

MR. btbhMAd: I diun't aay that. I said 

"in the Town of 1 'os.patoad." 

;*K. jAiiiWI; That's what you 3aic and that's 


wrong. 


MR, UtbLMA.J: Are thoro norc than two 


projects? 

Tin: COURT: don't argue with oach other. 
Kopiiroso it. don't argue witn each other. 

Just rnythraru it. 

HY y.R. hULUIAd: 

How »< any nousing projects for family -■ 


for 


till t 
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families under the Authority, liousino Authority, ere located 
in the Town of Nerpsteaci? 

MR. J ASP All; That's a different question. 

A In the unincorporated area of the Town of Hempstead? 

Wo . 

Q And those two are in tho Inwood auction! ia 

that correct? 

A Tliat is correct. 

.1 New, are there other public housing projects 

in tho Town of Nor. ns tend under other jurisdiction than tho 
iloropstend Housing Authority? 

A You, thoro are. 

0 And where are those projects located? 

7v Well, I would -- I'n not sure that I would <;iva 

you all of tho locations but, Ronpstoad, Freeport, bynbrook, 
I.ons? Roach. And I'm not sure of any others. 

0 New, those would be in incorporated villages 

which would have their own housing author!ties? 

A Right. 

Q Do you know if any of these housing authorities 

have constructed projects for families? 


A That wan your question, yes. 

housing. 


They have elderly 


0 Rxcuso ro? 

h/73 * 


/ 


/ 
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A rcr families. 

o j^o you have any idea an to th*i nuwbor o* units 

in the Villaoe of Menpstead for far..ilia3? 

A Mo, T don't. Mo. 

o po you .have any information as to the nusnar of 

fanily units in any of the other incorporated villages? 

A Mo, I don’t. 

q Inwood — the two Inwood projects aro listed 

5 iC ro as havinq 43 and 33 units respectively and that the 
first project has -12 family units occu-.iod by blacks and tho 
second — and now there Beers to le c proMer . 

Under the project MV 43, Mo. 8 -- 


Fifty. 


Oka-/. 


You say the total number of units is 23? 


Oh, excuse re. I see. 7‘ifty. 


Mow, these two projects nro predominantly black; 


is that correct? 


Vos. 


Vho oocond unit is 4fl out of 39 are blao.? 


Is the Inwood section a minority-- racial 


r.inority section? 


MF.. IF'mam ; Objection, your honor. 


<ro 
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That question is vory vacua unless you get 
into opacifies of ratios or an understondinq of 
vhat the queotion encorpasnos. 

t;;:: ecu rt: Yes, i vouic nay so. 
bY MR. nHLLM/VJ; 

0 po you have any information on the racial 

composition of the Inwood area? 

A Mot really, no. 

q You have no icon what -- who lives in Tnvood? 

A Oh, I do. 1'ror. -- I've taken a bus down thorn. I’ve 

driven through In wood, or I've visited, our sites. I' vo rot 
with tenants. 

I know that it is, from. what I -- my own personal 
observation -- I .have seen Italians, blacks, Jewish. 

Mow, I don’t know whether they all live there or, you 
know, who ther I just — 

0 Are the two projects in the Inwood section 

l 

located in urban roncv/ol area cf Inwood? 

A Mo, they arc not. 

0 Isn't it true, Mrs. ’..*nrd, that the Inwood 

section is known as a predominantly black area*' The urban 
renewal section — 

MR. JASP7.M: I object. 

MR. HYMAM: Objection. 


47 */ a. 
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THE COUP.Tj Sustained. 

UY Kit. JiELLUAIJ; 

0 And your figures show, do they not, thot tho 

racial composition of the projects in tho Twon of Hempstead 
for elderly are predominantly white; i3 that correct? 

7t That is correct. 

0 t»ow old does a person have to be to reside 

in an elderly project? 

A Sixty-two years. 

0 how, could you tell the Court, if you know, 

how it core about that tho Town of Hempstead has constructed 
1,1S!> public housimr units and 3 ,070 of those units are 
exclusively for elderly? 

A The Town of Hempstoad built how many? 

0 Your figures cn this .short show th;it there 

has boon a total number of 1,159 units of nublic heusinp 
constructed bytho Housing Authority. And that 1,073 of those 
units aro for tho elderly. 

I'm askinc ycu whether you have any information 
as to how that — how that policy. came about, that tb.o 
majority of the units would ho reserved for elderly as oppose*, 
to family? 

A Duo to tho number of applications and requests for 

applications that we received, the majority wore from senior 
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citizens. 

Ovcrwhelninoly, senior citizens have applied for 
housing,for Icv-incona housin'.;. 

Q I wonder if wo could 90 down thin list and if 

you could tell ro the year that each of those projects were 
built? 

A Greon Acres was tho first, in 19G8, January cf 1060. 

May bo I have that hero. I'll givo you an estimate of when 
they were completed. January 136 8 for Greon Acres. 

MR. JASPA.'l: If your honor please, wo now 
know that it's built botveon *60 and ' 73 . 

I submit it's a waste of tiro to 90 dov/n 
and got the doto of each cne of those projects. 

THE COURT: If ho wants to do it, I’ll 
let him. do it. 

A All riynt. 

bavittown v;as May, 10CD. Unione’.alo and Park, approxi¬ 
mately — thono are approximate figura 3 — March, *71. 

3ayvlow and Wolcott — I have 12/71. That did not 
ccr.o through at that tiiro. So, I'll have to — it v/aa about 
last June, Mayviow. 

,) hhnt project is that? 

A That’s 4. MY45-5 was f>optoi:tbor, '63. 46-6, Baldwin, 

liovenbor, '70. :1Y46~7, April, ’71. NY 46-8, June, *71. 


o- 
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NY 46-9, 0/71. NY 46-19, April, *72. That was wrong, too. 
That was r.orc like Hoptemher of '72. 

These were estimates of the dates that we expected 
the projoct3 to be ready. 

o That's good enough. 

A NY 46-11, 11/71. NY 46-12, 6 — no, 7/72. We just 

hod it one year. 

0 llo*.;, that list also tell -- givo us noco idea 

of when the authorisation for the construction of those 
projects would have been given? 


I know that the orojact in — on key view /.venue in 
Inwood vac hold up for a v:hilc he cause of noise abater, ant 


problem. 


It's true, is it not, MRa. Word, that no 


project hen been approved by your Authority since 19 -- the 
beginning of 1971; is that correct? 

A That, in correct. 

0 v?hat was the approximate dote of the last approval 

of a housing project in Her.patend? 

A I really have no idea. The exact —- you know, a date. 

n ’.’ell, were any approved in 1979? 

A I would imagine no. 

Q Now, you stated that the policy to build 
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housing unito for the elderly derived from tho nua lor of 
applications. 

Did applications cere into tho Authority prior 

to 10 f. 3? 

A In 1963, they rjtortod coming in. IThen wo opened our 

office. 

0 I see. 

ft These woro requc» 3 t 3 for applications, requestu for 

housing. 


q Mow many applications! 

Housing Authority hold for unito? 

A I have this on tho figures I 

o And. h m many family? 


currently dees tho 


gave you. 4,039 on elder 


A 302, 

0 Toco the Mousing Authority undertake any 

studies to determine tho homing needs of the citizens of 
tho Town of Morns tend or doss it. in conjunction with f emu¬ 
lating piano for tho constructions of housing units? 

A Wo have not so far. 

0 Does the Mousing .Authority consult with any 

planning agencies nuch as the Mnssau County rlonning 
Corn in.si on or the °.i-County Planning remission, with rospoct 
to documenting the housing need in conjunction ’with its 
housing program? 


47 8 «- 
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A Mo. 

Q So you solely rely upon the number of appli¬ 

cations you roccivcu; in that correct? 

A Van. 

Q Mow, what proposals does the Housing Autuority 

currently have for the construction of additional public 
housing unite? 

A Wo do not have any propo3nln. You roan fron 

contractors? 

q Not fror» contractors. 

What plans at thin time does the Housing 
Authority have for the construction of public housing units? 
t \ Plan3. They have plans for tha construction of 225 

units; 250 for elderly and 75 for family. 

0 New, those 250 units are oarr.arked for the 

Santini location; in that correct? 

A That in correct. 

q And that's at Mitchell FiolU? 

A That is correct. 

0 Where are the 75 family unite to be located? 

A I would say 25 in the Invood Urban honowal area aid 

50 throuehout the unincorporated area of the Town of 
Hempsteed. 


0 


Have sites been located for these 75 units? 
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A Wot to iry knowledge, no. 

Wo would have to advertise lor these 3itcs, except 
for the or.o in Inwood. 

0 In other words, you hove a Rita for the 25 -- 

A Thero in a possibility of a si to in Inwood, ye3. 

Q Whore ia that 3ito located? 

A I would bo guessing if I told you. I really — I 

think it'a behind our -- our project. 

0 Wow, this 325 unit plan or proposal ic the -- 

derives, does it not, fron an agreement that the Housinq 
Authority in the Town of honpntoad reached with the Dopartranl 
of Housing and Urban Development; ia that corroct? 

A I'p not aw arc? of an agreement. You naan, a written 

agreement? 

Q An understanding? 

A An understanding? Possibly, ye3. 

0 Do you recall that the Department of housing 

and Urban Development instructed the Housing Authority or 
advised the Mousing Authority that no more Federal funda 
would be provided to the Town for construction of additional 
public housing units unless the Town reversed itc policy 
with respect to construction of housing for families? 

MR. JASPANi One ;ninuto. 

Can I have thau question road back? 
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(Record road.) 

PR. JASPA.I: I object, if your Honor 
ploaso. That's too indefinite because thi3 
question of reversing its policy is no indica¬ 
tion of what the policy wp3 or what *•- 

TJin COURT: I'll sustain it.. I'll 
sustain it. 
ny MR. r.n.LMA l: 

0 Do you recall any communications or any 

exchange of positions or information that care to dio Housing 
Authority fron tho Department of housing t .no Urban Dovolon- 
mnt with respect to tho construction — with respect to 
the provision of housing funds for the housing Authority, 
public housing funds? 

A I would say there was never anything in writing sent 

to tho housing Authority that I was aw are of. 

0 Don’t you roe all that there wno quite a con- 

trove ray — 

A In tho newspaper, I do. 

MR. JAftThVJ: If your Honor please, 
tentir.cny as to whet’s in tho newspaper io not 
relevant. 

THU COURT: I’ll sustain that. 

MR. JASPAM: Her personal knowledge is 

i-JSj 
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there was no notice or 

THE COURTj That’ 


any kind, 
a what she 


S ii'/3 . 


3Y MR. 3ELLMAM: 

q Pid you ever have any discussions with anyone 

in the bousing Authority with respect to the fact that there 
were no more funds forthcoming from, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for public housing units in the 


Town of Hempstead? 

A. only since this moratorium have we discussed the lack 

of funds. 

Q Go it is your position hero today that you have 

no personal infer)ation with reapoet to any kind of contro¬ 
versy over the fact that the Town of Uorpstoad housing 
7 uthority was not building sufficient numbers of family 
units? 

MR. JJiGl’AIf your Honor please, I object 
to tho question. Ha's trying to put in — first 
of all he's leading tho witness. In tho socond 
place, this witness ha3 already testified the 
only information she has about a controversy 
is what she reads in the paper so she does have 
core information but that’s not the kind of evi¬ 
dence you put in Court. 

THE COURT: You ray answer the question. 




s 
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Do you recall that in 1970, the Housing Authority 


devised a scatter-site housing program? 


Yes. 


Could you toll tho Court how that earn® about 


6 and v/hat wan tho proposal? 

7 A All right. \1q advertised in the paper for turnkey 

8 development — for turnkey proposals. 

9 Q That's turnkey pviblic housingj is that correct? 

10 A Right, for low income public housing. 

11 Q And that was for families; is that correct? 

12 A Right, families. 

13 0 And do you recall that being approximately two 

14 hundred fifty units that wan being talked about for family 


15 units? 


Only 250 for.family? 


I didn't oay "only". Do you recall that? 


18 A 


I am not cure of the number of units, really. 


Okay, 


20 A 


We did advertise though, for housing. 


And this — you wore advertising for builders 


22 to come in to bid on the turnkey proposals? 


f 


23 j\ 


Mot to bid. They would have to have a nicco of property 


24 that they come in and projxjse to build co many units for us. 


25 of turnkey housing. 


Qn a. 
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Q Now# you were with the Authority at this tine? 

A Yes. 

0 You were Deputy Director? 

A Right. 

Q How did the scatter-site program come about? 

Who — woro you involved in drawing up that program? 

A I was not. And I — Mr. Caco, I think# was in favor 

of the scattercd-sito housing concept and brought it to the 
attention of the Housing Authority# and they proceeded to 
advertise and to try and implement hia wishes. 

Q And what was hia proposal? 

A For scattered housing, throughout different cchool 

districts and the Town of -- the unincorporated area of tho 
Town of Hempstead. 

Q And do you recall tho nunbor of units that wore 

discussed? 

A This I am not — couldn't really tell you. 

Q Dc you recall whether a list was drawn up settin 

forth possible sites on a scatter-site basis ffer the turnkey 
projects? 

A I gave you a list today. Now, I do remomber that this 

concept was supposed to bo seventy percent middle-income# 
twenty percent family# and ten percent senior citizens. 

Q Now, you have a copy of this? 
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No, I don't. 


Oh, wait a minute. 13 this the list that you 


make reference to? 


5 A 


7 A 


9 A 


Yen, it is. 

0 And this van prepared by the Housing Authority? 

Right, that'3 correct. 

Q Were these sites proposed by various builders? 

I would assume no. 


0 And those — they came forward and suggostod thal 

11 they would like to build public housing on those sites? 

12 A Right. 


14 A 


Q Of turnkey progrem? 

They gave none interest in the property or — you know. 


1 5 the way of obtaining the property to build for us. 

Q Thin was as a result of Mr. Cano advertising or 

stating publicly that he waa in favor of a scatter-site effort, 
and thi3 policy was announced 1970? 

A That's correct. 

MR. BELLMANj I' like to havo marked as 
Plaintiff's Exhibit 33, a document that*a uncntitlod, 
listing 17 sites in tho Town of Hempstead as possible 
sites for ncatter-aite development, marked into 
ovidoi.-e, if there is no objection. 

MR. JASPAHj Show it to us, please. 


\ 
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Ho objection. 

KE. HYMAN: Ho objection. 

THE COURTs All right. 

THE CLERK: A four page document marked 

in evidence, a carbon copy, as Plaintiff's Exhibit 
Wo. 33. 

(Ho marked.) 

Q lJow, !!rs. Ward, were any of these sites ultimate 

developed with turnkey projects? 

A Ho, they wore not. 

0 Hid any proposals go forward to HUD for the 

development of any of those nitos? 

A The proposals wore submitted to HUP, but we did not 

have any meetings, feasibility meetings or site approval 
meetings. 

Q The proposals on how many projects? 

A The 17 proposals. 

Q Hut did any specific proposal go forward to I1UP 

for a development of any one project? 

r \ Well, we had hoped that the proposed sito in Hollmoro, 

Worth Bellnorc, would be the first site that vo would try to 
move. 

KR. JAHPAH: If your Honor pleases, nay Z at 
this time raise a general objection to the lino of 

W(p £ * * 
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many things. 

These 17 aite3 are but one small way in 
which wo con accommodate housing in this rather 
large County. 

THE COURT: I will let him pursue it very 
briefly. 

MR. BELLMAll: I suggest, your Honor — I 
haven't really answered Mr. Jaspan, but I suggest 
this is very pertinent testimony, and if I — if 
I am going v.o bo limited, I vx>uld liho to argue — 

THE COURT: Turoue it vary briefly. 

Thon I will make up ny mind whether it’s 


germane or not. 

MR. UELLIWU: Fine. 

BY MR, B2LLMAM: 

Q You stated, that the Authority attempted to 

proceed with one of the projects at North Bollnore, and a 
proposal wa3 drawn up; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q You have provided ne a copy of that proposal; 

is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And could you tell ne what this proposal is? 

A The proposal is for site U. There are five sites 
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propocod in this proposal. 

Q Dy a particular buildor? 

A Dy a particular builder. 

Q What was his nano? 

A Valley Croon P.ealty Corporation. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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q Valley Green Realty proposed several projects, 

possible projects and the housing Authority attempted to move 
ahead with one of them at Project fl; ia that correct? 

A That's correct. 

q It's tVue, is it not, that that projoct was 

to contain several family units? 

A That's correct. 

Q Where 13 Worth Bellmore? 

A Where is it? 

^ Yos. Where is it located approximately in the 

Town of iieupstoad? 

/ v It i 3 east of Merrick, cast of Uniondalc. It’s west 

of ./antau^h. 

Q Wow, how did the Housing Authority proceed 

with respect to the proposal for tho North Dellmore ten- 
unit project? 

A There was a meeting set up with the — through the 

nelp of the League of Women Voters, to meet with some of 

the leaders in the area. 

vj Do you know when that meeting wa 3 held? 

A 1 don't know the exact date but I would assume it 

was around April. 


OC what year? 


Of 1*71. 
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Q Where was the meeting held? 

A In the school acro33 the street from the 3ite. 

Q Were you present at that meeting? 

A I was. 

Q Was it a meeting open to the public? 

A It ended up as a public meeting. 

Q Approximately how many people attended that 

meeting? 

A I really don’t know. It waa quite a good crowd. 

I'd be guessing. 

Q What transpired at that meeting? 

A Well, the Chairman and the dx-Chairman, Mr. Malone, 

and the builder, and Mr. McLane, tried to explain what type 
of project they had in mind. They had a renuering of the 
proposed project. They explained the payment in lieu of 
taxes, that tne taxes — the structure wouldn't be nurt that 
much. They tried to b :lld up the project to the area, und 
it didn't work out that way. 

Q What transpired at the mooting? 

A Tney were accused to trying to break up the area 

with low Income housing. They claimed that they had low 
income housing already in Jellmore, with the senior citizen 
project, that they shouldn't have another project, and there 
were various other complaints. 


i4io o. 
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Q These wore people in the audience cr some of 

the leaders? 

A People In the audienoe, the neighbors of the area. 

Q how Ions did the meeting last? 

A I’d say about two hours. 

q Could you describe, if you can, the mood or 

the tone of tne meeting? 

MR. HYMAN: Objection, your honor, unless 
this witness la qualified as an expert in tones 
and moods. I suggest that the question not bo 
answorod. 

THE COURT: I will sustain it. I think 
we are gottinr a little bit far afield now. If 
one will tell us what people were thinking and 
what their reactions were. 

THE WITNESS: It was a very angry — 

THE COURT: No. 

THE WITNESS: I thought — 

MH. HYMAN: Move to strike that answer. 

THE COURT: Strike it out. 
bY MR. BELLMAN: 

q Well, I would attempt to pursue that. Maybe 

your honor could take some of this testimony. 

You've Just said that the mood was angry. Were peopln 

^ 9 / OL 
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BpeaKing in loud voices? 

A Yes. 

Mr. HYMAN: v our Honor, I object. 

MR. BELLMAN: That any person can toll. 

MR. nYMAN: I object to the question of 
Mr. Heilman in response to the striking out 
of her question — of her response that it 
was angry and Mr. Bellman's question to her 
putting tne word in her mouth. Why don't you 
start anew. 

THE COURT: I will sustain it. »/e will 
tako a 10-minuto recess. 

(Recess ta«ten.) 

(Continued on next page.) 
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MR. BELLMAN’: four Honor, Mr. Hyman is not 

here. Shall we move ahead? 

THE COURT: Proceed. 

q Mrs. Ward, before vie go any further. Plain- 

tiff's Exhibit 33, couli you tell at wh.t nuiuber site Is the 
Worth dallmore site? 


Four. 


Now, we were talking about the meeting held 


sometime —— you said May of ’71? 

A No. I think I said April. 

<4 April. Excuse me. 

Do you re civil the name ef the school where the meetinj; 
was held? 

A Not really. It could be Pea Pond. It was on Pea 

Pond Road. 

MR. JASPAJJ: Saw Mill Hoad School. 

THR WITNESS: Saw Mill Road School. 

THE COURT: All right, go ahead. 
q Mow, I usk you whether you — the people at 

this meeting were speaking in loud voices an I you responded, 
yes. Do you — could you tell me generally was there yell¬ 
ing, shouting going on? 

A There was some shouting. 

q Is it fair to say that the opposition to the 


492 > »- 


t 


25 









2 


Ward - direct 


827 


proposal for a units of public housing in North Sellmore 
was ^uite strong and quite vocal? 

A It was strong. 

$ What occurred after this April meeting with 

respect- to the North delluiore proposal? 

A I thinK it was about three weeks Inter the builder 

sent in a letter to the riousln - Authority wl-.hdrawlng nis 
proposal for this project. 

g had th« housing Authority communicated with th< 

builder at all during that period? 

A . Not that I was aware of. 

Q Did he state why he was withdrawing nis 

proposal? 

A Duo to the opposition in the area. 

tq 1 woul.: like to — now, this document that we 

have referred to by the Greenville or Valley —- 
A Valley. No — 

q Well, the proposal with respect to the North 

Dellruore site Involves more than one site. Did any other 
proposals of this builder move to a hearing or meeting wltn 
the communities involved? 

A No. 

MR. D-LLKAN: I would like to have marked 
as Plaintiff's Lxhlbit — 
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THE CLERK: 3^. 

MR. BELLMAN: (Continuing) — 3*1 in 
Evidence the proposal from thl3 builder, which 
contains the proposal on North Dellnora. 

Do you nave any objection? 

No objection. 

MR. JAdPAN: I said I would like to look 

at it. 

MR. BELLMAN: I am aorry. 

MR. JASPAN; Juat before you put it in. 

Wo objection. 

THE CLERK: So Marked as Plaintiff’s 
Exhibit Wo. 3*1 in Evidence. 

(So Marked.) 

Q Wow, Mrs. Ward, do you havo -- did you say 

the developer sent a letter to the housing authority? 

MR. JASrAK: If your Honor please, we 

f 

are beating this to death. We know that there 
was a proposal. We know Worth HellKOre was to 
have ten 3lte3. We know there was conuaunity 
opposition. The plan was withdrawn. Por what¬ 
ever significance that la — how far do we keep 
going, with this particular lino of questioning? 
Unleoa we Just want to keep this going on and 

<4^ o- 
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on and on. 

THE COURT: Keep asking questions. 

Mr. JAoPAIJ: Well, 1 object. I say 
it’s irrelevant, if your Honor please. 

TTIiJ COURT: Overruled. 

Q Do you nave a copy of that letter? 

A Hot with wo. 

d Did the Housing Authority attempt to proceed 

with any of the other 17 locations that appear or. Plaintiff's 

Exhibit 33? 

A Ho. 

Q Would you tell the Court why the Housing 

Authority did not proceed with any others of the scatter 
sites — 

MR. JAG PAH: I object to the form of the 
question. 

THE COURT: The form is bad. 

MR. BELLMAM: excuse rr.e. 

THE COURT: The f^rm is bad. I said the 
form is bad. 

^ Why didn't the Housing Authority attempt to 
proceed with any of the other sites? 

i-iri. J A3 PAH: I object. 

THE COURT: Still bad. 


«- 
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q Arc you aware of any ui3CU38ions, considerations 

or policy determinations uade by the Housing Authority after 
the North Hollmoro experience with ro3p<?ot to proceeding on 
any of tho other sites contained on — on Plaintiff’s exhibit 


A Not really. Ho. It seeuod to Ju 3 t drop at that point. 

Q Did you ever have any discussions with any 

iueaoors of the Housing Authority with respect to proceeding? 


>4 Did you have any UiTCusslona with tho then 

director of tho uuthority? 


q after thin meeting nothing occurred with 

respect to the other 3ites? 

A Vhat’u correct, 

14 i ; ov 7 , it’s true, i 3 it not, that after this 

meeting the Housing Authority still warded to move ahead 
with some elderly units; 13 that correct? 

A Well, wo r.ad planned the 250 units at Mitchell Field 

for years. And for years an.', ycara those were the 250 units. 

q How, what happened during 1971 with respect 

to tho 250 units at Mitcnoll Field? 

A I don’t think we move forward on those either. Wo 

didn't attempt to move at that tlae. Wo were in the niddlo 
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of all this construction of the other projects. 

Q Wnat happened in 1972 with respect to the 250 

units at Santini? 

A The end of '72 is when the — I think this thing was 

resumed with the idea of comoining it with the 75 units of 
family and the 250 at Mitchell Field. 

Q What happened in the first part of *727 Why 

didn't you move ahead? 

A We v/ere still uuilding. We were very active in dedi¬ 

cating. We were opening so many presets all at once, 

Q How, you spoke of — a while ago of a controversy 

you read about in the papers. old you have any information 
with respect to a position taken by the supervisor of the 
Town of Hempstead, Mr. Purcell, that there would be no further 
attempt to proceed with the scatter sites program? 

MR, JAEFAH: If your honor plouse, in the 
first pla“.e, I object to the question. It's lead¬ 
ing and it attempts to get into the record what 
he couldn't get in before, tie asked these 
questions in a variety of forma oefore and they 
were excluded, or she said she had no Information. 

THE COUPTs That's what she said. Ho 
personal knowledge, she says. 

MR. BELLMAN: Excuse me7 
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THCOURT: She says she has no personal 
knowledge. 

An. baLLKAN: I have asked r.er if there 
was any conversations or any information that 
came from the Town Supervisor with respect to 
the scatter sites proposals. 

T/IL i/lTi'JJiSS: I have never discussed 
scatter cite housing with the presiding Super¬ 
visor. 

TriE COURT: That's wnat she said. 

Q Now, toward tne end of '72 you say oonething 

occurred which wonted out -- you worked out 'something with 
the Housin’ and Development — the Department of housing and 
Urban Development; la that correct? 

A Right. 

vi Before we got into that, had •— during thi3 

period leadin’ up to the ond of 1^72, had you had any meetings 
at all with »4r. Purcell with resp-ct to the — while he 
was Town Supervisor with respect to the programs of the 
Housing Authority? 

A I never had a meeting with him. 

y Did ary _ did the Director of the Authority 

have a meeting with alia, to your knowledge? 

A X was Director then. 
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Q Now, what happened in the end of 1972, with 

respect to the 250 units for the Mitchcl Field elderly 
development? 

A We had requested the approval of 75 units of family 

housing and 250 at Mitchel Field. 

Q Now, how did it cone about that you proposed 

75 units of family units? 

MR. JASPAN: I object to the fora of the 
question, ‘'How did it cone about?" 

THE COURT! Y7o have everything else. We 
night as woll lot her tell us. 

f 

Tell U3. Do you know? 

THE Y7ITHE5S*. I don't know whero the 
figure cane from. 

THE COURTi Che doesn't know. That's the 

answer. 

Q Well, not the figuro hue the policy to build 

family units? 

A V?ell, it was the Housing Authority's intention to 

build 75 unite of family housing. 

Q Well, when was it decided by the Housing Autborit 

that they would be building 75 units of family units? 

A . , X would aay in the later part of '72* 

Q Now, you wore Director then, lo that correct? 
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A That's correct. 

Q So# was this your decision? 

A I nover made decisions. 

Q Was there a meeting hold by the Authority cambers 

to discuss the 75 units? 

A The Board members decided that 75 units of family 

housing would ho planned. 

0 Ohny. You attended their meetings? 

A Right. 

Q And there was a neeting late in 1972? 

Do you recall any discussions at that meeting concerning 
the policy of HUD and the need of family units as part of 
any program of the Houning Authority? 

A No. No. You mean as a conpronioe or something like 

that? No. 

Q So in late 1972, there v/an a proposal sot forth 

by the Housing Authority to build 250 units at the Santini 
location and 75 family — 

MR. JASPAN: If your Honor please, again 
wo have had thi9 four tines. 

TUB COURT: I thin!; now it's becoming 
repetitious. I haven't limited you at all. The 
fact you asked the question ton times doesn't 
moan you are going to get ten different answers* 


SOI a 
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Q How large a site was involved in the North 

Bellmorc project? 

A You have it on there. Por ten units, it would havo to 

have been — let’s sec,.about half an aero. 

Q About half an aero? 

A Right. 

Q Havo you proceeded with the construction of the 

75 units? 

A No, we havo not. 

Q Why has the Authority not proceeded with those 

unite? 

A We haven't proceeded with any units bocauoo of a 

notification from Him that v.T>uld havo to wait for additional 
funds to bo released* that thore van a moratorium on housing. 

Q That’s true as to tho 250 units — 

A That's correct. 

Q (Continuing)—at Mitchel Field. 

MR. BELLMANt Excuse rao one second, your 
Honor. I have a pile of material here. I just 
want to nako sure we got in evidence those documents 
that are pertinent. 

Q Now, Mrs. Ward, you have givon rr.e thicnominq 

several letters from tho Housing Authority to various officials 
One dealing with — let's take then in order. 
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Only one is to an official. 

Q Okay, This ono ic August — July 15, 1970, from 

Mr. McLain to Raymond Malone. 

Could you tell the Court what this document is? 

A Thin ic — all right. Mur. Malone wan the Chairman at 

tho tino. This in bringing Mr. Malone up to dnto on the actio 
taken by tho Executive Director to fulfill the plans to build 
family houoing. 

Q And theca aro tho various citc3 — lista of 

various citoo that wore being located? 

A Mot actually all sites. This hao differont — lot'o 

□cc. This i 3 a nito. It mentions contacting differont 
contractorn and no on to seo if they would have anything that 
could poooibly be used for a nito. 

MR. BELLMAN* I would like to have tliia narked 
as Plaintiff b Exhibit 35 for submission into 
ovidenco. 

MR. JASPAlIi If your Honor please, I am not 
going to deny that this do a document maintained 
in the ordinary course of business in the Town of 
Hempstead, and that it boars some relation to 
houcing. r.ut I submit again, that this record io 
being cluttered with a lot of irrelevant material 
and this caso ic boing unduly protracted by a lot 
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of irrelevant questions; that none of the questions 
asked of this witness had any relevance to this 
particular case; that none of the points that 
apparently are trying to be made* have any signifi¬ 
cance. 

How, only because I say it’s not relevant, 

I object to this — the admission of thi 3 doc\miont. 

# 

THE COURT* Mark it. 

Q What is tho next date —— August —— August G, 

1970. That also is — 

A List of sites and remarks on thorn. 

Q This is labelled potential sites, turnkey 

submission family housing, and it licts the various sites that 
were being submitted; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q This was prepared in the Housing Authority for 

the members of tho Authority? 

A Right. 

MR, BELLMAN: I would like to havo this narked 
as Plaintiff's Exhibit 3G. 

MR. JASPANx Same objection. 

THE COURT* Mark it. 

Q Now — 

A I think this came last. 
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Q This is marked July 29, 1970, galled rcatter 

site for family housing from you to all nemberc of tho 
Authority, and this contains various maps of the possible 
sites, is that correct? 

A Which I think are described in some of those other memos, 

Q Right. 

A Locations. 

MR. BELLMAli* I would liko to have this 
marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 37. 

UR. JASPAil* Same objection. 

THE COURTi Mark it. 

Q What io the last document? December 7, 1970, is 

a letter from Mr. McLain to Mr. Mallott of tha Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, sotting forth -- onclooing a 
copy of tho turnkey submission. Is that Plaintiff's Exhibit 
33 that was attached to this? 

A Right. That was the 17 sites. 

MR. BELLMAli * I would like to have this 


narked as Government's Exhibit 30, 

MR. JASPAN* Once again, I respectfully make 


tho same objection. 


MR. HYMAN* May I see that? 

What number is this going to be? 


MR. BELLMAN* 38. 


So£ a. 
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MR. HYMANi Ko objection. 

Q Now, it is true, is it not, Mrs. Ward, that 

one of the problems the Housing Authority found with this 
ccatter-site proposal, was that it was introducing a — it 
proposed to introduce public housing into a predominantly 
single-family neighborhood? 

MH. JASPAM* I object to tho form of the 
question. 

THE COURT* The form is bad. 

MR. BELLMAN* I will rephrase it. 

0 Are you generally familiar with tha various nitoi 

that wore being considered under the turnkey — under tho 
scattor-aito turnkoy proposal? 

A X an familiar with the locations, you know, in the Town 

of Hempstead. 

Q Are theoo sites located in oxieting neighborhood! 

— existing developed neighborhoods? 

A You have to give no that other list. 

Q Okay. 

MR. JASPAlJ* Iff your Honor please, I submit 
that this — if thio caso voro grounded on tho 
theory that the — thcro wore coma dincriminatory 
acts purposeful or implied, because we did not 
proceed with scatter-3ito housing, all of this would 
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that land for public library and for other facil¬ 
ities vfhich servo the entire county. lie 8ays 
this is expedient. But he's trying a civil rights 
case. He's not trying a case of expediency. Ki3 
argument is expediency. And if that is hi3 argu¬ 
ment, this in again another reason why this case 
should he thrown out now. 

MR. BELLMAN; W© would be delighted to see 
those seventcon units dovelopod. It's a develop¬ 
ment that might not occur during our lifetime. 

KR. JASPAN: v/o are going around and around 
and around with this. v;c are getting nowhere with 
this. 

THE COURT: You ray ask your questions. 

0 I believe T was asking you the nature of the 

neighborhood that these sites are located? 

A The only one that I an really familiar with is the 

one on Pea Pond Pond, which is a one-family dwelling unit, 
about a block away from a business area. And I would cay it'o 
only a few blocks away from a townhouso-typa of development. 

Q My question was that — I think the original one 

was whether those were existing developed neighborhoods? 

A Developed with what? 

Q Well, generally developed areas where theso cznal 

SOl au 
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A ?Vioy weren't remote. 

q I am not suggesting that they were remote. But 

I air, caking yon whether or not those projects were slated for 
creas that w*rc — areas that were predominantly developed? 

A r.ight. They were developed. 

q were thoy predominantly residential areas? or 

are you only familiar 

A I cm only familiar with that one. 


That was the one in North Boluore? 


Right. 


q That was a single-family — 

MR. HYMAN: Oh, she didn’t nay that. 

MR. BBLMAHj She did. 

MR. HYMA.1: She said it was ainglo-fnmily, 
industrial and tcnrnhousea within the vicinity. 

MR. BELMArJ t Excuse me. As to this si to, 

she naid — 

MR. HYMANi A3 to thin vicinity. 

MR. DELMANi North Belsrore. 

THE WITNESSt I told you it's only about 
a half a bloc): from business. 
q All right. 

Along Jerusalem Avenue, and also very close to townhouse 


So? «- 
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q To your knowledge, as Director of tho Housing 

Authority for the twn of Hempstead, are there sufficient 
available sites for construction of puolic housing units in 
the town of Hempstead? 

A I think If we advertise vc would got responses from 

contractors, that someone has property. It may be one-family 

houses. It may be two-fanily housing. 

q Are you familiar with any large, or more tnan 

several acre sites that could bo used by tho Housing Authority? 

MR. JAGTAN: If your Honor plcauu, no 
foundation has bean established that aho made a 
survey, and, therofor©, would know. Tno mere 
fact that she wouldn't know if they — lhat would 
bo her answer. It would reflect tho answer that 
she hasn't gone and made a survey. 
q Have you made any surveys? 

A No. Ho, I haven't. 

Q You haven't made any surveys of your juriadicticn 

for sites for possible projects? 

A night, nocauno wo — At this tins, wo are going to bo 

building turnkey. Wo are not going to build conventional. 

I£ wo wore going to build o conventional typo of housing whur: 
wo would hire on architect - « bid for an architect, then wo 
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would look for the property ourselves. But if you go for a 
turnkey project, you advertise, and soneone else does the 
thin legwork for you, and comes in with the sites. 

Q So it's your position that the Housing Authority 

would rely exclusively on what builders nay cone forward with? 
A Right. 

0 When you advertise for bids? 

A Right. 

Q And you have no peroonal knowledge as to avail¬ 

able 3 ites? 

A Th a t'a correct. 

Q Would the Housing /authority be prepared to built 

nt Mitchell Field family units? 

MR. JASPA’.l: If your Honor please, I 

object. There is no ovidence that the Housing 

Authority members, of which there are five, — 

nnd no one of then arc hero — have ever con- 

1 

sidered, or even made a decision with respect 

to it. 

0 Let mo rephrase it. Would you bo willing to 

propose to the Authority the construction of family public 
housing units either at the Santini parcel, or any other 
part of Mitchell Field, as birector of the Housing Authority? 

MR. JAF-PAH: If yout Honor please, I 
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aitbmli that this question is improper. Let's 
assu- „ she would say sho would propose it. What 
significance would that be? 

THE COURTj She can answer. 

THE WITNESS: I don't think it's ny posi¬ 
tion to propose to the Housing Authority. I fol¬ 
low out their policy. Thoy are the ones that 
make policy and decide what ia going to bo built, 
whore and when. 

0 Aro you familiar with the proposal nado by Mr. 

Caso in 1966 to uce Mitchell Field for the location of some 
houoing units, including garden apartments and sunior citizen 
housing and family houoing units? 

MR. JAflPAIJ: I object to that question 
because that was not the proposal. The proposal 
wa9 to aeguiro land from the Federal Government 
outsido of what was then acquired for the pur¬ 
pose of developing in that area. It was not 
part of the Mitchell Fiold complex as it then 
existed. I think it's unfair to take a witnoca 
who is not in this courtroom and try to imply 
something. 

MR. EELMAN: I am not trying — 

THE COURT: I will sustain it. That was 

i - f - 
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. BELLMAN: 

Q Aro you -- 

THE COURT: Redirect in limited to what 
he asked, and no more. 

MR. BELLMAN: I an aware of that. 

Q You wore asked as to the number of incorporated 

villages. How many incorporated villages, if you know, have 
Houoing Authoritys? 

A That I know of, Lynbrook, Treeport, Rockville Center. 

This is in the unincorporated area of the Town of Hempstead. 
The city of Long Beach. I an not sure about Valley Stream, 
but I thin): they aro in the process of obtaining a Housing 
Authority. 

Q So that would bo fivo? 

A Yea. 

i 

0 Their jurisdiction, of course, is limited only 

to the incorporated — thoir incorporated village? 

A That's correct. 

Q Now, with respect to urban renewal projects 

that nay bo carried out within the Town of Hempstead, you do 
have the authority, do you not, to contract with urban renew a. 
Authority to building public housing in the so-called urban 
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renewal section? 

A We don't contract with the urban renewal department. 

Q But you could? 

A Wo buy property from them. 

Q You may build in an urban renewal section? 

A That's right. But wo act an a private organisation, 

buying property and building. 

(continued on next page.) 
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Q You said with respect to the ?Jorth Bollonore 



3 

meeting, that there was a large group of people in attendance? 

) 


4 

A 

That*a correct. 



5 


Q Can you give me any idea as to the number of 



6 

pooplo present? 


F 

7 

A 

I would say roughly between 225 and 275. 



8 


Q Do you have any idea how many black people wore 



9 

in 

attendance? 



10 

A 

Maybe 10 — not ton, about five porcont. 



11 


THE COURTt What was that? 



12 


THE WITNESSi About five percent) fivo. 

% 


13 


THE COURT* Five. 



14 


Q About — approximately ton or eleven? 



15 

A 

Ten, twelve, something like that. 



16 


Q How many black pooplo spoke at that meeting? 



17 

A 

I would nay maybe about — well, throe wore — about 



18 

throe wore against it. And there was ono fellow that was 



19 

for it. 



20 


Q So four blackc out of approximately ten in the 



21 

meeting spoke? 



22 

A 

Right. 



23 


0 And tho follow that var, for it, hie r.othcr-in-la 

( 


24 

lived in one of our sdnior citizen projects. So he had called 



25 

mo 

and said that he would help us, you know, try and get this 

1 
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through. 

Q You didn't make any judgr.cnt or reach any 

conclusion, did ycu, that Black people were against building 
a public housing project at north Dalienore? 

A In that area, yes. 

Q You reached a decision? 

A That’s my personal opinion. 

0 That black people opposed tho ncatter-type 

housing proposal for North Dellonora? 

A In that area, they opposed it. For that area. 

Q What Hlack people? This would bo all Dlack 

people of Hempstead? 

A No. The integrated area of North Bollenoro. 

Q VJas opposed to it? 

A Was opposed to it. Dlack and White. 

Q And you base that conclusion on the fact that 

18 throe Blacks spoke at this meeting? 

19 a Well, I didn't hear from tho other Whites either in 

20 the area. You know, throe — well, thoro wore more than three 

21 that v.’ero bohind — there v/ero more than three people. Throe 

22 Black people behind those three that were talking. You know, 

23 they were crouped. 

Q You don't know — 


25 A 


And there va 3 a lot of shouting, and, you know, going or 

a. 
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at the nooting. 

Q Dut you don't know how nany others other than 

thoco throe that cpoko wera — were for certain opposed at 
this neeting? 

A Thore was noono for it. 

Q You said one Elack — 

A Ono, right. 

Q la that the only percon who npoko for the project 

other than the representative for the Housing Authority? 

A I don't renenbor, roally, thoro may hovo been. I*jt no 

ooo. I roally can't oay. 

0 Did you, as Director of tho Housing Authority 

over contact any of tho minority Civil Righto or minority 
representatives, fren cay, tho HAACP to dotermino thoir viowa 
on ac&ttcr-sito public housing? 

A Ho, I didn't. 

0 Have you ever not with any black officiala from 

any of thoso organizations? 

A Ho. 

Q Civil rights organizations? 

A Ho, I haven't. 

MR. B2LL11AIS t U'o have no further guostionn. 

THE COURT* All right. You nay step down. 

THE WITNESS* Thank you. 

£ I (o a- 
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(Witness CXCUSCd.) 

THU COURT: /eiyone elso? 

HISS THOMPSON: Ray.'.xsnd Malone. 

RAYMOND II. It A L 0 H E i called as a witness, having 
boon first duly sworn by the Clerk of the Court, 
vms exanined and tectifiad a3 follovjsj 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MISS THOMPSON: 

q Hr. Malone, you are presently employed by 

Nassau County, are you not? 

A X an. 

q What is your position? 

A I an County Housing Coordinator. 

q Por how long have you hold that position? 

A Since January 1, 1971. 

Q Is your position a salaried position? 

A It is. 

q Is it a full-tine position? 

A * It i3. 

Q By vihom wore you appointed? 

A By the County Executive. 

0 Ig that County.Executive Cano? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have a staff which works under you? 
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A Yea# I have two secretaries. 

Q Could you describe in your own words the rolo 

of tho bousing Coordinator of Nassau County? 

A I an a liaison with public and private housing groups. 

I assist than in obtaining funding, obtaining allocations 
from hud, from the State, and on one or two occasionc, private 

funds. 

Q When you talk about liaison, you ara a liaison 

botwoen tho local groups and the County in any instance or 
; c tween local groups and tho Federal Government; for example? 

7 ^ Vfoll, 2 ropreaont tho County. I am employed by tho 

County. Tho Federal Covornmcnt providos ninety percent of 
the funding, or they did until January 4th of thin year. 

They providod ninoty porcont of tho funding for public 
houning. That v*3 tho principal source. 

Q When you apeak of yourcolf aa being a liaison, 

v;hat did you do no a linison between public and private housing 
groups and tho County, or do you carve in that function? 
h I encourage them to build public houoing. 

q Tho local groups? 

A Yes. 

q Bo for o you became Housing Coordinator of Nassau 

County, what pooition did you hold? 

A I was tho Eastern advertising manager of Arm Timos 

Slid' "_ 
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Publ l0hixvJ Company. 


Q Hava you hold any appointed positions In the 

Town of Hempstead? 

A Yes. I was Chairman of the Town of Hempstead Housing. 

Q For how long did you hole, that position? 

A I w»3 a — I was a Corenissioner, a member of the 

Housing Authority for about a year and a half# ond the Chaimar 
for five and a half or nix yearn, approximately. 

Q Did you become Commissioner of tho Housing 

Authority at the time that the Town of Hempstead Housing 
Authority was first created? 


Yea. 


Did you lonvo your role with tho Town of 


Hempstead Housing Authority directly to become the Housing 
Coordinator of Tlansau County? 


Ye 3. 


During the time that you wore associated with 


tho Town of Hempstead Housing Authority, did the Housing 
Authority conduct any studios to determine tho need for public 
housing in the Town of Hempstead? 

A Mo. The need wan baned primarily on the number of 

nnnlicatlonn received. 

Q Do you recall the porfomanco of a study in 1962, 

to determine the need for housing in tho Town of Hempstead? 

A That study was nado before there was a housing Authority 
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proposal In <Mrn. Vfard's testimony? 

A I did. 

Q Woro you familiar, vhilo you were on the Town 

of Hempstead Housing Authority, with the proposal for a 
scatter-3ito project? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell me how many units woro proposed in 

that scatter-3ito projoct? 

A Approximately 700. 

Q Of those units, how many wero to bo for fanilioa? 

A There was — it was to bo built on a 70-20-10 formula. 

And no thoy would all be family. Seventy porcont for moderate, 
tv,*onty percent for low-income familio3, and ton porccnt for 
senior citizen families. 

Q Approximately of the 700, then approximately 

70 would have been for senior citizens and the remaining G30 
would have been for families, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q At the time that you left th© Town of Hempstead 

Housing Authority, can you toll the Court what progress, if 
any had been made with the scattor-sito housing proposal? 

A 17 sites had been — first of all, tho advertising had 

been done requesting that turnkey poople como in with suggestion 
for us. That had boon accoupliohed. Tho sites had been 


9-1 a. 









1 


Malone-direct 


061 


9 

inspected, oortcd out, and the 17 roost feasible had been 


3 

selected for building. 


* 4 

ftj 

+ 

Q when you speak of the 17 sites that vero roost 


5 

feasible, you aro also saying that 17 trould-ba builders had 


6 

approached the Housing Authority and presented the sites 


7 

to tho Housing Authority? 


8 

A Ho, not nococcarily seventeen would-be builders. Boc&u: 

© 

9 

soroo of thorn had submitted noro than ono. Sorva oitos had only 


10 

one unit. So certainly it wouldn't bo practical for a person 


11 

to do ono. There wero an indeterminate nurobor of builders. 


12 

Hot seventeen. Loss. 


13 

(Continued on naxt page.) 
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Malone - direct 

Q But there would have been a builder for each of 

the sites; Is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q At the time that you left the Housing Authority 

then, each of the 17 sites had progressed to the point where 
the site had been selected and there were potential builders 
for each of the sites; is that correct? 

A Yea. 

q Do you know what became of the scatter site 

proposal after you left the Housing Authority? 

A well, the much talked of Poa Pond Hoad site was the 

first one that was discussed, presented, and then after that, 
practically nothing had happened, nothin* further. 

y Now, with regard to the 17 proposed sites, 

would those 17 sites together have accommodated the 700 
units about which you 3rsoke before? 

A Yea. That was — th» figure was based on the number 

site. 

y In your role as coordinator of housing for 

Nassau County, have you had occasion to meet with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Town of Hempstead Housing Authority, 
concerning tho scatter site proposal? 

A Yes. 

q On what occasions have you met with the repre- 
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Q Mr. Malone, Plaintiff's Exhibit 40 lists 11 

locations in Nassau County, would it be your testimony that 
there are 11 Public Housing Authorities in the Town — in the 
County of Nassau? 

A Wo, it would not be my testimony. 

Q Are there locations liatod there which do not 

have public housing authorities? 

A There are. 

4 And wnich arc those locations? 

A Garden City Park, Port Washington. 

Q Mr. Malone, this Plaintiff's Exhibit 40 has 

numbers on the bottom of the pan® which are written in pencil 
Those represent totals made by you and written on tho bottom 
there? 

A by me or someone in my office. 

Q Could you read into tho record the total number 

of existing senior citizen units and family units in tho 
county? 

A Existing senior citizen units, 2,f>07. mxistlnp. family 

units, as of this date, J U~? 1. 

Q Docs Plaintiff's Exhibit 40 also indicate the 

number of applications for publicly assisted housing in 
those 11 jurisdictions? 

A Applications for what? 













1 


2 


Malone - direct 


900 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Q For publicly assisted bousing? 

A Yea. 

Q What are those figures? ( 

A There are pending applications for ^,710 senior citizen 

units, and applications for family unit3. 

MRS * THOMPSON: I have no further ques¬ 


tions, your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. You may examine. 

CROSS-Z.XAM1HATIOH i3Y MR. JA3PAN: 

Q Mr. Malone, did you have a predecessor in 

office in the position of housing coordinator for the County 


of Nassau? 

A Ho. Mr. Caso created this position when he became the 

county executive. 

Tills was a flr3t for the County of Nassau; was 

it not? 


A Yes. 

Q And did Mr. Ca30 discuss with you the purpose 

of your office at tho time or Just prior to the time he 
appointed you? 

A Ho did. 


d What did he say to you? 

A He told me that there was no possibility of tho county 

building housing at that particular time but he wanted someone 
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8 Orson - direct 

s e n c w i c ~ if r l !. h *! g r ? r n 

called an a witness herein, having been firnt 
duly S'.'om by the Clelrk of the Court, *.caa 
examined and testified an follows: 

MR, WYVA’i: Your )?onor, baforo MR. Croon 
tartiiien, T'd like to introduce Mr. Stephen 
hove of tho regional Council of f!lJD, who in 
Mr. Croon's conr.no 1. 

I'll still conduct tho objections but 
I ‘ rn euro he'll bo oivin" re tho hints. 

VMM COURT : Okay. 

t 

bT?rc7 v xa m j s :a"ic\‘ 
flY MR. 'V. LLM/ 1 !!: 

0 Mr. Croon, coula you toll the Court vhat your 

professional position in? 

A T':r Regional Ac'rinintrator of the r. Popartront 

of Housing and Urban Movelopyout r or Racion 2. 

0 How lone have you hold that po3t? 

A S5ir.ee February, l^O. 

0 Who appointed you to that position? 

A Then r.ccrotary of r.L'D, Coorqe Romoy. 

0 Could you 1 iri'» /r ly tell the court what other 

professional positions you’ve hold? 

A I'ia an attorney by profession. I've boon associated wit 
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n c roon - direct 

tv.’o law fins in '!ov York city fror l^S through 196 9. 

T hod also been counsel to the Joint T.ecislative. 

Corr.it tee and Housin'? and rrban revel op rent fror 1961 
through 19f>4 and a ror.bor of the State f asorbly fror. 19f»5 
through l^rr. 

0 S’hr.t areas does Porion 2 of HUD oneer.paen? 

t\ \r\,on T tool: office, it wen 'lev; York and Hew r.noland; 

effective £ e?terbor ?9, l^O it hoc are lev; York, Vow Jersey, 

Puerto Pico and the Yirqin Inlands. 

O vJhat responsibilities do you an administrator 

of M cqion 2 have with respect to n UD proerarg? 

7* T * r re noon n ib 1 e ^*or th o inintration of virt : a 1 ly 

all of tha run oroorarn in the ronion. There are a couplo 
of exceptions to that, effective July 1 of thin year, the 
planter Hollof functions which had been carried on by the 
Office, of Pro money Preparedness in the Office of the Presidor 
vrera transferred to the Department and that ooerntion 
orirtc both in Vnohincton and in the field, mart fror 
the rent ef the department, no T an not responsible for that. 

Mno, there'are a couple of proeramn, like the 
Peso arch and Technology proarnr: which have not been dcccntra 
irod and therefore, X have little rnlo to nlay in that. 

”ow Corrunities has only been decentralized to a 
lirltod decree. 

557 a. 
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10 Green - direct 

0 vrlth respect to the other major HU!> programs, 

such as Yodel Cities, Housing, Urban Honowol, etc., you hove 
responsibility, do you not, for the entire region? 

7. Yon, I have lino responsibility for those. 

C *'r. Green, did there come « tine in 1970 that 

you became concerned \*itli the nature of the public houainn 
program in the Town of Hempstead? 

j;.ct> 7'1 : T object to tho form of that 

question. 

A Y 

TIP.: C0U7.7: Von. Tho forr. is bod. 
b'hothor ho van concomod or not. 

T* 11 sustain it. 
nv mh. nui.T.MiV:; 

0 hid thoro core a tiro in 1970 when you, aa 

Regional Administrator, took none action with respset to the 
housinr program -- public housing prorrnns in tho Town of 
Hempstead? 

✓ 

A *aq13 , through the staff concerned with public houninq 

in tho Regional offico, I expressed to tho town officials 
our concern that the hiqh concentration of units for tho 
elderly,vhich ve anticipated would servo an overwhelmingly 
white clientele in proportion to tb.e very low number of 
units c r family housing, wan a problem for un, both in 
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11 ore on - direct 

torr« of faction 80fl o* the l<)f>n ci^il *inhtn .let and .in 
torns o* tha Instruction?; wo had received fron Ur.shincton 
ns to the proportion of elderly versus family units that 
wo should procure in the* public housing in the rorion. 

p 'i W( you said you expressed these concerns 

tc tho '“own officials? 

j\ *.n T sold, the concerns wore expressed primarily 

thrcuoh the staff danline with tho public housing program 
in tho >Honr] office to the town officials and the hounino 

Authority. 

0 With ronoect to faction ?0P that you mentioned, 

could you tell tho Court what that ia’’ 

A faction HOC requires tho focratary of rousinn and 

r r han hoveloprant to vise the Kcuslno and f’rban novel oprent 
proerar'3 to further the purposes of 'Title P of tho 10fS Civil 
Rights >ct, which is tho "sir Voualnq ^Jtlo. 

q *.nd in tnrra of the instructions you — aa 

a neclonal Adrinistrator received fror Washington, could 
you explain that in ore a ter detail, what was involved vrith 

those instructions? 

A Yes * At that tiro we "ere heinc ashed to produce 

two-thirds farily units nnd one-third elderly units. "a an 
overall regional total. 

o Mrr^, did you —* v.'oro you adviced by your staff 
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12 Green - direct 

an to tho nature of the construction that had taken place 
in terra of family versus eldorly in the Herpotcad rousing 
Authority District? 

A Ye 3 , T wan aware of tho fact that of tho public 

housing uni to that had boon allocate! to Hempstead, tho 
overwhaInina bulk hnd boon allocate! for elderly housing and 
only about fll units for fnr.ily housing and those FO units 
were going into a renewal project which was in an area of 
minority concentration. 

•e wa-? that renewal area known as TnvooJ? 

A Yes. 


o "'id you receive figures tn to the number of 

senior citizen units constructed or under construction? 

.V ?*y recollection is that there were l,07 f ) units in 

so~o stage of development. They right not necessarily > 13VO 

hod construction starts but at leant they had HIT* money 

\ 

committed to tV'm. 


0 For senior citicons? 

T-> "~hr.t is correct. 

g And P0 units for r pnily? 

A Yod, sir. 

e mp vo'i recall what tho overall HUP 

comitront wan in tens of renbern of units for _hc Town 
of Hempstead? 


62>0 a 










^ 3 Croon - direct 

A Th'' total proornr; reservation vras 3,410, bat -C>0 of tho: 

at that tire had not v eon allocator 1 to any nncdfic doveloD- 


mnt program. 


'Toro those ?f>9 units then of your — tho rejor 


concern vrhen you responded in 197?? 

j » They wore v/hat vo foeuned on at that ti~’o, yer. 

0 Vou naid that rost of tho gorier citizen 

hcanine van ooino to primarily tho white clientele. 

nicl you bnvo arv fiouros an to tho racial 
composition of the family units? 

^ j_ ^on 1 1 recollect vhot they were at that tire. I ( *o 

l-.nov vbnt they wore lent rrrnr. 

0 coul<* you toll the Court what they voro? 

A Approximately throe percent rinority. 

p fnil dit 1 you learn last surr.er v;hat tho fiouroa 

voro with respect to tho family, CO family units, tho racial" 
composition of tho occupancy? 

A An a in, T hnow that it's ever *>0 percent. 1 ^on’t. 

V.nov tho exact nurber e* minority. 

q 90 percent minority? 

A Over 90 percent rinority. 

o yon tell tho court vrhnt action you tooh 

vith respect to — other than advisino the tovsa of your 
concern, what action !«t!D t.ooV vith respect to this problem? 
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14 Creen - direct 

/* Well, essentially, wo reached an aeroer-ent with the 

town that the final ?60 units would ro for drily housing. 

q Vow* who reached this e.oroenen t and v.'hnt -- toll 

ro the parties that wore involved. 

^ X'd say it wan an informal undorstanOino arone tlie 

regional Office, the housing Authority and the Covernrent 

in tho person of the then presiding supervisor, nolph r«so. 

0 hid you at any tiro root with !'r. Cano or dis¬ 

cuss tho rattor with hir? 

A well, 1 J.now that wo worn together at the tone Island 

Builders Institute at a rmetinn convened by them, I believe, 
ct Vr. Cano's request, to cncournqo builders to 3 uy 5 r.it 
proposals to tho Housing Authority which had advertised for 
proposals under cur turnV.oy prouran for tho units. 

q 7-nd at that roetine, you discussed the ratter 

with *'r. Cano? 

«y that rootine wo essentially delivered presentations 

to the builder 3 on tho tumV.ey procron uredne ther to parti¬ 
cipate in offering to build units for tha Mousing Authority, 
to fulfill this 2G0 unit proorar for fn-lly units. 

q qo this would have boon after r .omo informal 

nfrorwnt had *■ e**n roachtx ? 

A Yea, that is correct. 

q 1 tahe it ooroone on your rtaff then probably 

SbZ cl 
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pore day-to-dny — vfes in roro dey-to-day contact with tho 
Authority, the Couninq Authority and with Mr. Cano's 
3taf f ? 

Yes, that is correct. 

(continued neyt pace.) 
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Q What precisely was the informal agreement as to 

these 260 -units? «s=- 

A That they — They would be used to develop family 

housing on scattered sites. 

Q Tell tho Court what you mean by scattered sites. 

A Such that they wouldn't all be concentrated in one or 

two locations, but that they would try to develop small clustdrs 
of units in widoly separated locations. 

Q V/as thore any racial connotation to the term 

scatver-sitos in terns of whero the typo of neighborhood tnat 
the units would bo located in? 

A That they would not be predominantly in areas of minor¬ 

ity concentration. 

Q It is true, is it not, that you viewed this 

informal arrangement, or this commitment by tho Cauo auminic- 
tration as a tent case for Nassau County — 

HR. JASrANi I object, your Honor. 

0 (continuing) — is it not7 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

Q \Jhat transpired after the informal agreement wai 

reached in ycur contact with the builders at this mooting? 

A My understanding is that numerous submissions were 

recoivod by tho Housing Authority in reeponso to its advertise¬ 
ments. Host of them would have required some variance or zoning 
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2 Croon - di roct/Bollman 

amendment in order to be feasible. Hut there were quite a 
number of proposals that would not have required n variance 
or were beyond tho density of 20 unite per acre, which was a 
density that the town had previously allowed to non-subsidizoc 
multi-family dove1opments. 

nut thereafter, Mr. Cano, I believe sometime in Deccm- 
ber, announced publicly a scattcr-sitc program, as I recollect 
not limited to HUD-subsidizod units. 

Then the govern rent of the town changed when Mr • Cauo 
took office an County Executive of Hassau County in January 
of 1971. And also in January of 1971, after Hr. Purcell 
succeeded Mr. Cano an the Principle Supervisor — I guess, the 
Presiding Supervisor is tho correct torn — the housing Author 
ity tried to rove forward with a ten-unit develop: ant in tho 
community of ICorth llolmore. There wna very strong noighbornoc 
opposition. Unfortunately, o reporter for ono of the leading 
Long Island newspapers, itewoday, apparently went into tho 
community with misinformation indicating that a much larger 
tract of land was involved than in fuct the Housing Authority 
had proposed to develop; thus raising serious probloue in turn 
of the credibility of the tovm government and tho Housing 
Authority. And tho tovm government backod off in tho face of 
local opposition, ahd thereafter declined to rove forward wxt 
a scattcr-nito program. 

53S et 
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Q Do you rocall how many units — Strike that. 

Did you have any conversations — 

THE COURT: You roaan, strike your ques¬ 
tion. 

MR, BELLMAN: Excuse roe? 

THE COURT: You mean, strike your ques¬ 
tion. 

MR. BELL! IAN: Yes, strike my question. 

Q Did you have any conversations with Mr. Purcell 

with respect to the possibility of the town moving ahead with 
tho scatter-eito housing program after the North Bolnoro 
incident? 

A Yen. Wo would got together on any numbar of occasions 

very frequently, ground-breakings or dedications for tho 
elderly projects that wore coming along, and we would have 
brief discussions in which I would encourage moving forward 
with the ecattcr-site program. And ho would express his 
concern of trying to move forward in tho face of the local 
opposition. 

Q What precisely would ho toll you in torr.s of 

moving ahoad? 

A I don't remambor tho exact conversation. 

Q But tile substance of those conversations — 

A Wall, that he was reluctant to do so in view of what 
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they had run into in North L’elmore. 

Q So v/as it your understanding that the housing 

Authority in the town abandoned the scatter-site program 
after the North Uolnoro incident? 

A well# let mo respond thi3 way. They continued to press 

us for oither use of the 200 units lor elderly housing, or 
for additional reservations for elderly housing, but certainly 
did not novo forward with the family units. 

Q What position — 

A Ultimately, we withdrev/ the 260 units. 

0 I was going to ask you the next question, what 

action HUD took with respect to those 260 units. You say you 
withdrew the comitnont? 

A Yes. That'3 right. 

Q VJhen did that occur? Do you recall? 

A I frankly don't recollect. My guess, it was in tne 

spring of 1972. but I am not positive. 

Q So there was — The North Delraore meeting was 

in April of 1971. Excuse no. Do you recall what year — 

A I an not familiar with the North Dolnore meeting you 

are referring to. 

q The incident whore the community opposition was 

expressed. 

A My recollection is that they tried to novo forward with 
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that project in January, 1971. 

Q So there was approximately a year to a year and 

a half before 1TUD took any action with respect to withdrawing 
ito commitment on 260 units? 

A Yea, that's correct. 

Q Did there develop a public controversy between 

HUD and the town of Hempstead and Mr. Purcell, more specifical 
with respoct to IIUD’s position on the 260 units? 

A Well, I suppose it was clear to the public that the 

town government wanted to move nhoad with the elderly program 
and not to proceed with the family program, and wo wore unwill 
ing to do so. 

Q And that unwillingness was based on tho Civil 

Rights Act of 1960j is that correct? 

A Yo3, primarily. As I said, at sono point in tho time 

frame involved wo also had problems in terms of mooting the 
then existing two-thirds/ no-third ratio. But tho primary 
concern from our point of view was Section 808. And I mignt 
add, the interpretation being given to Section 800 by the 
Courts in cases like the Shannon case in the Third Circuit, 
and the Gautrcaux case in the Seventh Circuit. 

Q As you understood it, what was the -- As tho 

Administrator for Region Two, what \;as your response with 
respect to 808 as it applied to tho town of Hempstead? 
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A Wall, I read the Shannon and Cautrcaux caees to etate 

that wo had an obligation to concern ourselves with the othnic 

results that ire wore creating in our projects. 

q When you say the ethnic results, do you moan the 

racial results? 

A Yes. The racial composition of the projects, and what 

they would do to noiglxborhoods. 

q And following that through, did you make a con¬ 

clusion that — to proceed with additional elderly units would 
bo to proceed in creating more whito units por predominant 

white public housing unita? 

MR. JASPAN: I objoct to the form of 
that quoction. Ho can ask him wnat conclusion, 
but not ntate it for him. 

TllL COURT: Go ahead. 

q VThat conclusion did you reach with respoct to 

the Hempstead problem. 

A I was concerned hat if wo continued to fund elderly 

units and not fund family units, or fund them only in areas 
of minority concentration, that we would be risking a violatio: 

of Section 608. 

q It is true, is it not, that toward tho end of 

1971, tho town Suporvir.or, Hr. Purcell, bogan a — publicly 
protesting llUD's position, and Hr. Purcell sent you a letter 
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3 tating his protest, also seat a letter to Secretary Romney 
concerning your action, withholding the funding for tha 260 
units; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q I believe you are familiar with tneoo letters. 

They are grouped together. One is dated — 

MR. JASPAMi I object. In the firut place, 

I didn’t object to that rather rambling, leading 
question. But if he ia going to offer lottcro in 
evidence, let them be marked in evidence, and tnon 
we can talk about what has happened. 

MR. DELLflAh: It's common to identify thorn, 
and then v;o will talk about them. 

THE COURT: Let's identify them. 

MR. JASPAW: It nay bo common, but ho 
wasn't trying to identify them. 

MR. BELLI lAHs I an just identifying the — 

THE COURT: Show it to him. Auk him if 
he recognizes the lettoro. 

MR. 3ELLKAMI Yea. 

Q Go through tiro packet and toll the Court — 

MR. JASPAHi Not the substance. 

Q The date — 

THE COURT: Do you recognize them? Have 
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Q what was tho — what ia the substance of this 

letter? 

HR. JASPAIJ: Your Honor, these letters all 
epoaX for themselves, they are in ovidence nov/. 

THE COURT: Well, let him tell us. This 
way, we will get it over with in a hurry. 

You may tell uo. 

THE WITNESS: That Mr. Purcell wants to 
proceed with tho 2D0 units of senior citizen housing 
at the Cantini area of ttitchel Field, and is complain¬ 
ing of our rofusal to release funds for that purpono. 

Q How, did you — now, thore is one dated Decerr.bex 

21 from you to fir. Purcell. Ia that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you — was this in response to tho December 


16 

A 

A 

wo 

A 


lottor? 


Yes. 


Q What did you in substance advise Mr. Purcell? 

That wo would not proceed with tho elderly program until 


saw tho family program moving. 

Q Until ycu saw tho what? 

Tho family program moving. 

Q Caw the family program vrhat? 


A Moving. 
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Q How, thore is a letter dated December 29 from 

tlr. Purcell to Secretary Romney. Do you recall ever reading 
that letter? 

A Yao. Mr. Purcell sent me a copy, 

G What was the purpose in fir. Purcell writing 

to Secrotary llodnoy? 

MR. JAGPAlli I object. His purpose is 
not important. 


What is thM aubstanco of tho letter to Secrete 


P.omnoy? 


A It's an appoal from my letter of December 21. 

Q An appoal? 

A To tho Socrotary. 

Q To override your dccioion with roapect to 

withholding the 250 uonior citizen units at Santinii ia that 
corroct? 

A Yes. 

Q Thero is a document dated Deccnbor 30 from you 

to Secretary Romney. Could you toll no what the substance of 
that document is? 

A It's a memorandum from me to Socrotary Romney trans¬ 

mitting tho correspondence between Mr. Purcell and me that 
we have just discussed. 

Q How, did you have any communication with 
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Washington as a result of the — UachingtonrHud, v;ith respoct 
to the Purcell letter to Secretary Ronney? 

A I don’t know if there was any communication with 

respect to that particular letter, other than my memorandum 
to the Secretary. 

I had other discussions with various Washington offi¬ 
cials about the Town of Hempstead situation. 

Q l'n ossonco, what- wore theso conversations about? 

A Basically, ny explaining to then the history of the 

ruxttor, and the reason why I was taking tha position I wan 
taking. . 

Q I show you a copy of a letter dated March 9, 

1972, from. Hr. Purcell to Mr. Buckley. Arc. you familiar with 
this letter? 

A I might have received a copy, or it might have been 

transmitted to r.e by Senator Buckley’s office, but I have 
no prosent recolloction of it. 

MR. BELLM.VI: Wo would like to have this 
submitted into evidcnco. It al 3 o deal 9 with the 
quostion of senior citizen housing and the Deportment 
of Housing/ Urban Development’a jxssition on the funding 
of additional units at — in the To\m of Hempstead. 

THE CLERKt Marked Plaintiff’s Exhibit 42. 

So narked in evidence. 
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Okay. So wo can suspend with having to 
call Mr. Love. It is agreed that this is n 
document from HUD, dealing with thi subject. 


MU. JASPAN: It's an inter- ice nemo 
betv.’een two people in which one ox. uses an 
opinion to the other. And if that is going 
to bo evidence in this court, I have a right 
to examine that person. 

MR. BELLMAN: That's correct. 

MR. JASPAN: All right. 

MR. DELL*!AMi So — 

MR. JASPAN: So don't put it in. 

MR. BELLI'JAM: Me novo its admission 
into evidence. 

MR. JASPAN: I object. 

THE COURT: Mark it for identification. 

THE CLERK: Two page document marked 
for identification as Plaintiff's Exhibit 43. 

So narked. 

Q Now, Mr. Green, did there come n tine vhon 

some representatives from the House of Representatives from 
Congress held a hearing in Nassau County which dealt A n part 
with the question of the HUD position with respect to senior 
additional funds for a — for construction of senior citizen 
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public housing in tho town of J!emp3tead? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall when these hearings were held? 

A Approximately August 1972. 

Q What vere tho specific — what was the spocific 

purpose for those hearings? 

A It v/as a subcommittee of tho House Committee on 

Government operations. What their purposo was in holding the 
hearings, I frankly don't know. The hearings were devoted 
to two issues relating to the elderly. 

Q What wore those? issues? 

A One wq3 the town of Hempstead public housing situation. 

I don't remember the other. I think it had something to do 
with nursing homos. But I \;ar,n't presont for tho second part 
of the hearing. 

Q Was it a one day hearing? 

A To the best of ny knowledge, yo3. 

Q Do you know who from Congress attended that 

hearing? 

A Tho Chairman v/as a Representative from Missouri. I don 

remember hi3 name. Representative Lent v/as tho other member 
of the — I an sorry. Representative Waller v/na tho other 
menber of the Committee prosont. Representative Lent testifies 
at the hearing. 
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Q Uao Mr* Randall ~ 

4 

A That sounds correct, yes. 

Q You testified at that hearing; is that corroct? 

A Yos. 

0 And had the Committee requested that you testify 

with respect to your position onthe senior citizen housing? 

A The request van simply that I appear and testify on 

senior citizen hounina. I don't believe that the request 
specifically related to the Hampstead situation. But I assume, 
from the fact that the hearing van being hold in Hempstead, 
that that'3 what they vjero interested in. And I included 
a discussion of that in ray testimony to the Committee. 

Q Did you advise the ncmber3 of Congrooa that IIUD 

had takon it3 position with respect to ranior citizen housing 
under the Civil Rights Act of 1969? 

A Well, the two members were present when I gave my 

tontinony, yos. 

/ 

0 I show you a copy of a document. Will you toll 

tho Court what this document in? 

A Thin is a rough transcript of my testimony sent mo 

by tho Committee for mo to naho corrections on it and return 
it to them. 

MP., DIiLL!lAllt I would like to have this marked 
as Plaintiff's Exhibit — 


K 

Q^(o «- 
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Q During those hearings do you recall advising 

the members of Congress there present that the provision of 
family units was -- would not constitute a tax strain on the 
local housing — local community? 

A Yea. X believe that my preparod teotimony included 

a brief reference to that. 

Q do you recall tolling the committee that the 

Town of Ueoipsteud had demonstrated — 

Mil. JAG PAH; If your Honor please, he can 
ask him what he said, he can ask him what he 
did, Dut to ask him if he recalls what he testi¬ 
fied, and if ho doesn't remember he can refresh 
hia rocollectlon from — 

Q Do you recall — 

MR.JAJPAM: Again, it's Mr. Hallman testi¬ 
fying. We would save a lot of tine if he got 
on tho stand. 

a Did you testify at all with respect to the Town 

of Hoinputoad having granted tax abatement with respect to 
the family units that wore located in the Inwood section? 

A Yes. 

Q What did you tell the committee with respect to 

that? 

A I told them that they had boon willing to grant tax 


J 
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abatement for family nousing when that housing was located In 
the area of Minority concentration. 

Q What transpired after the August 2^th hearing, 

1972, wltn respect to the dUD position in terms of funding 
additional units for nempstead? 

A Tnero were further discussions between the staff of 

the New York area offl 'e and officials of the dousing 
Autnority and Hempstead which led to an agreement among us 
under which they agreed to proceed with 75 units of housing 
under the turn-key three public housing program. It's a 
program where the homeowner can —- where the occupant can 
ultimately become a homeowner, but with the cams initial lncoi 
limits as regular public housing. It was agreed as of those 
75 units that 25 units would go into the Inwood area, and 
the remaining oO units would not — would predominantly be 
in areas of minority concentratIon. 

;/t» further agreed on the basis of that commitment by' 

I 

the town to let them proceed with a 2>0 unit development of 



elderly housing. 


q And that 250 units would be located in Mitchell 

yield in the Gantini property? 

A That was oar understanding v.here the town wanted to pu 1 ; 

it at that time. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you recall that the basis for that agreement 
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began to bo worked out immediately after your testimony and 
in the presence of some of those Congressman? 

A I’m not sure whether that is accurate or not. Wo had 

had somo discussions in which we had suggested turn-key 
three as a pos3iblo route well before my appearance boforc 
the Congressional committee. 'We had a meeting immediately 
after the committee meeting in Supervisor Puroell's office 
in which that suggestion was raised again. And I had thought 
it was rejected on that date. But subsequently, apparently 
the town did decide to go forward on that basis. 

Q l'o you recall when you were advised that the 

town was prepared to go forward on that basis? 

A Well, this was negotiations. It’s a little hard to 

know when you get a fool that something is going to go a 
certain way. But I certainly had tho feeling aometime in 
Novembor that they were prepared to move in that direction. 

Q Were you ever advised that sites were locatod 

for the 75 units? 

A We were certainly aware that 25 of tho units were goinj 

to go on the speclfio sites on the Inwood development. My 
only understanding as to tho remaining 50 units was that tho 
town had agroed that the bulk would not go in areas of 
minority conoon-ration. 

Q Has any action been takon with respect to the 
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construction cf those 75 units? 

A X believe that progress has stopped with the temporary 

hold on housing subsidy allocations announced by Secretary 
Romney on January Sth of this year. 

Q It's true, is it not, that — to your knowledge, 

did tho Washington office of HUD take any position or advise 
Kr. Purcoll in response to his letter back in December of 
1971 — did they take any position either supporting you 
or disagreeing with the action you were taking? 

A I don’t remember at this point how the letter to 

Secretary Romney was responded to. I know that there was 
other correspondence to Washington in whicn ny position was 
supported. 

q And the town was no advised of that support? 

A That I am not sure. 

Q jJow, there’s been considerable testimony today 

and on other days here, idr. Green, that there 1 b a long 
waiting list for primarily among senior citizens wi*-h the 
Housing Authority and a le3s extensive waiting Hot as to 
families. This morning Mrs. Wood testified that the Housing 
Authority based its determination on what type of units to 
build baaed on the number of applications in a particular 



category, 

Is that a position that would meet with HUD's approval 
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in terms of goals and construction of the various types of 
public housing units? 


A no. I don’t think we would use those figures in this 

case aa a realistic valuation of need, 

Q Why not? 

A Because the CO low incoxae units were specifically 

designed as a relocation resource for the Inwood urban 
project, and with only those unit3 available as compared 
with more than a thousand units of elderly housing, naturally 
the public knows they aren’t many units and they know the 
town nad been opposed to building additional units, so there 
wouldn’t bo much point in applying for what everyone knows 
uooon't exist. 


( 


So the number of applications would not in 


your estimation bo a reasonable basis on how — in making 
a judgment as to what type of unit should bo constructed? 


A That’s correct, 

Q Does your office attempt to determine the number 

of housing, public housing units and subsidized housing units 
would be needed, say, in an area such as ilao3au County? 

A From time to time our Washington office does studies, 


market studies of the housing market areas. Those studies 
aro really, though, addressed to the question of absorption or 
units in the market, both in the subsidized and the non- 
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subsidised category rather than being studies of need as 
such. _ 

Q Are you familiar with the findings of reports 

of the 31-County Planning Agency for Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties with respect to the allocation of housing need? 

A In general, yes. 

Q Dooa your office in any way rely on those 

figures in determining what type of housing allocations 
should go to Nassau County? 

A Yes. We have cortalnly taken those into account. 

Q It is true, is it not, that HUD ha3 funded the 

31-County Planning Commission, and has in fact funded the 
otudy which lod to those housing allocations? 

A I would say at least in part, yes. 

Q Could you toll the Court why it is that a tov/n 

such as Hempstead seems to favor elderly housing over 
senior citizen housing over far.JLly housing? 

THn COURT: Sustained. I will sustain 

that. 

Q Mr. Ureen, is it a general problem in your area 

your region, in terms of attempting to see the construction 
of family nouaing, public housing — is it a general problem 
that you havo oifficultv persuading suburban communities 
to move ahead with construction of family housing similar 
to the problem that you 1 ad 1 1 Hempstead? 
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Mft. CASPAR: If your Honor please, I 
object to that, ./hat his experienco is with 
other communities has no relationship to the 
County of hassau. 

'i’Hh COURT: Well, for whatever weight 
it may be. 

THu Wlili’KiiC: I would say In two of the 
three fiscal years involved in the discussion 
today, we have had difficulty achieving the 
percentage of family units that the central 
office had a 3 Ked un to -- because some comr.iun- 
ltlcs had a strong px’oferenco for elderly 
housing, -hat was not universal. And parti¬ 
cularly wncre a community was primarily jgoinr; 
into public housing, to develop the relocation, 
resources for renewal projects, they would tailor 
their puollc housing program to whatever they 
needed by way of relocation. 3 ut where that 
was not the case, then we certainly did see 
a preference in many subores for elderly housing, 

^ Jo you have any opinion as to why there was 

preference? 

. 1 R. JAoi’iu: i ouject, your honor. 

I«. JaLL/Lhi: Your Honor, he la an expert 


SS?> o. 
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in this area. 

THE COURT: He Just told uo. 

MR. BELLMAN: Ho, he hasn’t. 

THE COURT: He Just cot through telling 

us. 

Ho? Do you have some more to say? Don't 
stop if you havo raoro. It's bettor to say it 
rather th.tn having another question and answer. 

MR. JASTAH: I object to any expression 
of his opinion of what other communities — 
how other communities react. If he wants to 
know hovj we react, let him go into it. Dut I 
am not going to be bound by any other community. 

THE COURT: Do you know anything about 
the opinion of Nassau? 

THE WITNESS: Some. 

MR. JASPAN: Let hln talk about Nassau. 

I 

Then I can cross-examine him. I can't cross- 
examine him about Westchester. 

THE COURT: Do you know anything about 
Westchester? 

MR. JASPAN: I know where it is. 

THE COURT: All right. 

THE WITNrS3: I would have to say that 
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although I think there was a great deal of 
resistance to the elderly housing, it wa3 the 
oar.e kind of — the sane kind of neighborhood 
opposition. But now elderly housing has becone 
politically very popular. And I would also 
say that there is a feeling — although I think 
that nay be In part erroneous, that the real 
estate tax consequences of elderly housing is 
not the same an the real estate tax consequence 
of family housing because the elderly projects 
obviously are not putting a demand on school 
facilities. I'd have to say also I think there 
are some racial fears involved in the situation. 

Q Wore you here in court this afternoon .vhen 

Mr. tlalone wan on the stand? 

A This afternoon? 

Q VC3. 

A Yes. 

Q did you hear hiu testimony concerning how in 

his opinion the creation of senior citizen housing would lead 
to more housing for low income families? 

A Yes, I did hoar that, 

$ la that a position that you as the region 

administrator would ascribe to in terns of designing housing 
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program to moot the lovj-coBt housing neads. 

HR. JASPAH: I o&Joct to the Tons of 
that question. 

THii COURT: I don't think the question — 
1 think merely an opinion that he voices that 
one moves out and loaves a vacancy anil then one 
moves in — that's all ho is saying. 

Do you disagree with that? 

THE WITHERS: I have come question about 

that. 

THE COURT: All right, let's hear it. 

THE WITHERS: In connection with the 
difficulty in tho Town of ller.potoad, I had 
asked our office to undertake a study of tho 
extent to wnloh vacancies were created for 
families by the creation of elderly housing. 

And I wus advised that ouch studies had already 
been made, and that they showed on a national 
basis that of tho people who moved into elderly 
housing only — 1 recollect, 31 percent vacated 
standard housing units. The root eithor doubled 
up with their families or moved from substandard 
housing units. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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THE COURT: That’s what's bad when you 
a8 k a witness about what seme other witness said 
on the witness stand. Generally speaking, X ( 

don't permit that in court at all, but today 

I am waivering a little bit. 

MR. BELLMAN: I’ll withdraw those ques¬ 
tions, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Yes. I would say so. 

I think — personally, I think you've 
gone as far as you can with Mr. Green. You have 
his opinion and everything else. What else do 
you want to get from him? Unless you want 
him to move his office into the courtroom. 

All right. 

(J Mr. Oreen. In th« General problem or escalating 

land values In a county such ao Nassau a problem which 
complicates the provision of low cost housing, for construction 

of low cost housing? 

A It’s a problem. 

On the other hand, it can be dealt with both by urban 
renewal and it appeared that In the - in response to the 
invitation by the Town of Hempstead Housing Authority for 
submission of proposals for turn key housing, that there 
were places where builders were prepared to build within the 

3 $ 7 ^ 
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limits of the public housing program, if they could get zoning 
adjustmenta. 

q The Department of Housing and Urban Development 

now has certain responsibilities with respect to projects 
undertaken uy General Services Administrationj la that correct 
A Yes. 

Q Would you tell the Court what those respon¬ 

sibilities are? 

A Essentially to review the housing and transportation 

situation and make a recommendation to GoA aa to whether the 
proposed sites are suitable from the point of vi«w of thoso 
Issues. 

Q .Jow, that policy comes under a memorandum of 

understanding, that was entered into between the two agencies? 
A It originated with an executive order, one that was 

first issued, as I recollect, in February 1970, That was 
followed up by the memorandum of understanding between the 
agencies sometime later, and regulations which each of the 
agencies have developed for its internal operations. 

Q la that Executive Order 11512? 

A I'll take your word for it. 

Q That's the executive orderdealing with site 

selection, federal installation; is that correct? 
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Q xiaa your own office — your office undertaken 

any review with respect to the proposed fodcral office 

building at Mitchell Field? 

MR. HYMAN: Objection, your honor. There 
haa been no statement wade that any materials 
were given to doU for review by USA at thl3 
point. There i3 an assumption. 

MR. diSLLMAM: He can — 

TiUi COURT: He can say yes or no. 

Did you get any such materials? 

Tile. WITNESS: We've just gotten them 
and Just starting tno reviow, 

THE COURT: Ye3. That's all. 

^ Has HUD made any determination yet as to the 

availability of low coat housing, which v/ould warrant the 
Genoral Services Auministratlcn moving ahead with its 
proposed office building? 

MR. HYMAN: ObJaction, your Honor. 

THIS COURT: Sustained. 

M*». BELLMAN: It'o a yea or no answer. 

MR. HYMAN: But there io an assumption 
that the whole project of USA office building 
is determined on low income housing. And that's 


not the case. 
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be forthcoming. Isn't that right? 

THE WITNESSt Yea. 

THE COURT: I understood what ho naid. 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

Q That'a all that you concluded with respect to 

this agreement; isn't that correct? 

THE COURT: I know what he said. I was 

listening. 

q Is that correct? That's all you intended to — 

MR. JASPAN: I object to any question as 
to what he intended. 

THE COURT: It's what the Court draws as 
inferences from anowors that'a material. I havo 
a right to do that. I know what ha said, and I 


am listening. 

q Did you infer by — 

THE COURT: No. Now, what you are going 


to do, you will go — As ooon as I opon my mouth, 
we will bo hero for another six weeks. 

Q You stated that thoro worn problems with respect 

to senior citizen housing in the United Statos, providing a 
sufficient number of senior citizen units. la there also a 
problem with -- in terms of providing ample housing unit3 for 
low income families? 
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A Yea. 

Q la there a serious problem as wall? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q Is it a sorious problem in Nassau County? 

A In my opinion, yes. 

0 Now, you stated that there are limited funds 

available for subsidized housing. Does that **- Given this 
limited funds, isn't it essential that the Department of 
Housing Urban Development attempt to allocate theoo funds in 
the catogorios meeting the needs of all groups in and tnat 
tho two-thirds/ono-third formula was designed to respond to 
the generalized idea of what constitutes tho greatest problem? 

A Yes. Although that formula hau boon changed ooiAowUut 

since that dato, so that wo now — do not have a single national 
formula, but allocate tho ratios rogion by region, and, indeed, 
by area, and issuing officoo within tho regions, and a oasis 
which has somewhat incroasod all over the ratio of elderly to 
family housing that was called for in tho public housing 
program during the fiscal year 1973 until tho moratorium. 

Q Now, with respoct to these agreements you reaciicl 

with tho othor Towns of Hampstead, North Hempstead, and terms 
of providing some family units, is it your opinion that these 
woro tho beginning of a tuming-arouna process, witn respoct 
to — 

At 
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WILLIAM BURTON SR OR13, 

3 

called as a witness, having Loon first duly 

4 

ov.’om by the Clurk of the Court, testified 

5 

as followsi 

6 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

7 

BY !4R. BELLMAN: 

8 

Q Mr. Shoro, whore are you employed? 

9 

A Regional Rian Association. 

10 

Q And would you toll tha Court what is tho 

11 

Regional Man Association? 

12 

A It is a voluntary civic organization that has Leon 

13 

going since tho 1920s to ruako recomiucndations on tho 

14 

development of tho tri-ntato urban rogion that ntrctchoo 

15 

from Trenton to Now Haven. 

16 

Q What is your position in RPA — I will 

17 

use that short form. 

18 

A I an vico-president for public afi’airo. 

19 

0 Bow does RPA carry out its purpose and 

20 

goals? 

A Wo do research, develop recomronuationp with 

22 

our staff and our board, and then publicize those 

23 

roconnondationa in every way possible. 

2 4 Wo particularly try to reach tho peoplo who are 
making decisions with tho research results that cono 
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out of our staff end board considerations and delibera¬ 


tions. 


You say roconr.endations have, been made 


since the 1920a. V.hen was the organization created? 

A Well, the Regional Plan Association was created 

in 1929 but it was a continuation of a committee of 
tho Russell Cage Foundation forrtod in 1922. 

Q Where are your offices? 

A At 235 La3t 45th Street, in Manhattan. 


have? 


all. 


How large a staff does the organization 


Well, it varies. Right now about 30 people in 


15 Q What is your oducationalbackground? 

16 A I am a political scientist but I have boon 

17 working with Regional Plan for a dozen yoars or more, 

1 ® so I have picked up a little planning background. 

1^ Q Would you describe to tho Court what a 

70 regional plan is, the kind of document that the organiza- 
21 tion has issuod in the past? 


22 A 


Well, the second regional plan, which is the basis 


23 for most of our recommendations now, is a very slim 

24 document called a draft for discussion, because we 


25 believo that plans should be widoly discussed, even 


S>(o5 










1 


Shore - direct 


988 


2 as they are being developed, which we did through 

3 eight years of developing the second regional plan, 

4 which we issued as a draft for discussion in 1968. 

5 And it is a framework within which the State, 

6 the Counties of the region, of which there are 31, and 

7 the major communities can see their own decisions, 

8 their own policies as they affect people living 

9 around them. 

because this is a single economic entity, 

11 this region from New Haven to Trenton, and it is al. 3 o 
12 ^ single housing market in an important way, and 
13thereforo wo feel that the three statos and the 31 
14Countics and the communities within them ought to see 
15 thcir decisions in the context of how they affect and are 
1 ^affected by the whole region, 

17 Q * Does RPA have a Board of Directors? 

l£V Yes. 

19 Q How many members on that board? 

2d 2 believe there are 45 t give or take a couple. 

21 Q And are they drawn from the three-state region? 

2 $ Yes, indeed. 

23 ® And where does the organization's funding 

£pme from? what type of sources, not particularly — 

& Well, about half over the Years has come from 

sH* «■ 


i 
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2 foundations and about h;lf from corporations. 

3 Q Mr. Shore, has the — ^ 

4 A I should add if I may that we have individual 

5 and ion-profit members who pay their own way, so to 

6 npeak. We have a large number of members which 

7 somewhat help to support the organization. 

8 Q Mow, over the yoars has your association 

9 undertaken any studies of Mitchell Field area or 
jq Nassau County, more generally? 

H A Yes, both. 

12 Q When was the first study undertaken by RPA 

13 with respect to the Mitchell Fiold — Nassau County 

14 and Mitchell Fiold? 

A Well, there have been studios since the 1920s 

16 of Ua 3 suu County, but wo particular focused on the 
opportunities available to the county that Mitchell 
jg Field's abandonment as an airport and opening up for 
jq urban development provided in tho early part of 19G5. 

2 q And in April, 19C5, wo issued a long report to tne 
newspapers which we then printed in, let's ooo, this 
was May, 1965, we printed that document called, 

2 2 

_ "A Center for the Suburbs.“ 

23 

Q Now, that document dealt with Mitchell 

24 

Field; is that correct? 
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2 



# 

A 

3 

Yes. 




Q And that is in Regional Plan .'Jews for 


if 

4 

1965, Uo. 78; is that correct? 


’ ( 

5 



A 

Yes. 


• • \ 

6 

. Q I show you a copy. You have one also. 



9 

M 

this the report you ara raking reference to? 



8 




A 

Yes, it is. 



9 

Q Was this released by the staff of the UFA? 



>—» 

o 

> 

Well, approved by the board. 



11 

Q Approved by the board? 



12 A 

It is a jolicy document. 



13 

MU. BELL.'IAII: I v/ould liko to submit this 


{ 

14 

into evidence. 

- 


. 15 

MR. JABP/UJ ; 1 am struggling. Wo have a 


» 

16 

copy, wo have some of the back-up documents — 

\ 


17 

and I am struggling with the decision whothor 



18 

to object. 


• -•' 

19 

Hardly any background for this report has 



20 

been introduced and I wonder what the relevanco 



21 

of this vould be. 



22 

Any group can make a report, and would 

- 


23 

that report be binding upon tho ccunty, would 


• 

24 

it in any way bo binding upon this Court? 


25 

THE COURT? I suppose at most it can bo an 


' 


6 b(o 

*\ ’ 


■c 
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5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


advisory situation rather than a binding 

situation. *~ 

that what your group consists of, an 

advisory situation? 

•CHE WXTXISSSi Certainly. 

1 'UE CGUivr: In other words, you have no 
force or affect as far as saying, "Well, wo are 
going to usk you to do this and wo wont you to 
do this and that’s the way it must bo.“ 
f ihat would bo — 

Xii L WITiJbdS: ho, wo certainly cant say, 
"This is the way it must bo." Wo put the 
ovidonco together and try to convince people 
that this makes sense. And wo have a pratty 
good batting average over tho 50 years. 

This COURT t In other words, whon you appoal to thorn, 

you appeal to thou on tho buois that "this is wnat 
wo*vo discovered in our planning and find in 
consulting with you it may bo wise to sot 
forth tills type of a plan." 

'fix WITiJUSd; *cs, indead. 

TilE COUIIT: If they accept it, then you 
have been successful; if tnoy don’t, they you go 
on to something oleo? 


£bl<\ 
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Tin: WITNESS: Right. 

HR. JASPANj There is no evidence cither 

that they try to persuade anybody. 

THE COURT: Wo 11 , I am going to take it, 
perrr.it it in evidence froir. tho standpoint of a 
community interested planning board rather 
than Governmental aid or an arm of the 
Government itself* 

MR. JASPAMj Will the Court notes tno typ 

of objection I have raised? 

THE COURT: Yes, I will note your objec¬ 
tion, being a case involving a situation of 
rights, possible rights of people, 1 think 
that the rulo must bo extended somewhat to 
do tor mine tire full peripheral ideas tnat 
may be involvod in tho situation. 

;1R. J AS PAH : All right. 

MR. BELLMAN: I move the admission of 

Plaintiffs' Exhibit 52. 

THE CLERK: So marked. 

(Go marked.) 


LY MI<. BELLMAN: 


q Mr. Shore, could you tell the Court in 

nummary fashion what was tho basic recommendation or 
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L finding of the PPA in its 1965 study of Mitchell Field 
a 

and Nassau County? 

4 A We felt that Mitchell Field, which was vacant 

5 land in the center of an already largo urban complex, 

8 made a -- was a tremendous opportunity to right what wo 
^ considered a mistaken development pattern in the 

8 county by bringing together in that vacant land the 

9 kinds of activities that had traditionally be:n the 
center of urban areas, namely, offico jobs, retailing, 

11 cultcrul activities, health facilities, higher education 

12 and along with them, high density housing for those who 
*3 W Qnt high density housing. 

14 q Did tho association attempt to provide 

15 roacona to support each of those commended uses for 

16 Mitchell Field? 

17 a Yes, in this document, wo — wo listed eight 

18 arguments in favor of concentrating what we underscored 

19 the counties would be gotting anyhow. This was not a 

20 recommendation particularly to increase tho number of 

21 pooplo or tho number of jobs or tho nurabor of activities 

22 that the county would bo -- be housing, it was 

23 simply to — arguing to briny them together, and pointing 

24 out that Mitchell Field gave Nassau County a chanco to 

25 do this. 
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Q What specific roasons did the association 

give for including residential structures in the 
dovolopncnt of Mitchell rield? 

A Wo 11, one of tho major arguments for concentrat¬ 

ing activities n 3 to provide the opportunity for people 
to get around in a way other than the autor.obile, by 
walking and by public transportation. And we pointed 
out that all of the research available indicateu that 
when you plan a center of jobs and other activities 
and you relate to them tho higher density housing 
that peoplev/ill want, then you can cut down tho amount 
of auto travel significantly. You get a high 
percentage of people walking to work and you get the 
people needed to support a public transportation system, 
which moderate density housing and scattered jobs simply 


will not do. 


Did you 3 tato any figures, or did the Regional 


Plan Association provide any figures in its 19 65 report 
with respect to tho number of apartment units that 
would be required by the county to meet the growing needs 
for apartment units? 

A Yes, we projected population — and not simply 

population in general, but population by households and 
by ago of households — and we pointed out that if 


570 


I 
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2 trends continued that most one- and two-person households 


3 would v/ant to live in apartments. 


whether low or high, 


4 aa they have in the past; that the need in 'lassau County 

5 for simply accomodatin'-; dassau County residents — wo 

6 are not even talking about anybody moving into Nassau 


2 County from the outside as a — as a new household 

8 that the need would bo — between 19CO and 19 C5, there 

9 would bo 339,000 households in the ago groups typically 


10 Booking apartments. 

11 So wo — wo actually anticipated that conscr- 

12 vatively speaking llnssnu County would need between 

13 1965 and 19C5 about a hundred thousand additional 

14 apartment units just for their own residents and — and 

15 thoir own. offspring. 

16 Q Did that figure have some influence on tho 

17 recommendation to include apartment units at Mitchell 


18 Fiold? 

19 a Well, certainly, because we were quite aware 

20 that the — at least tne loudcs voices in Wassau County 

2 1 were very strongly against apartments. I think, that is 

22 quite clear if you go to hearings, if you read r.cws- 

23 papers. There is strong opposition to apartments in 

24 Wosau County. 

And our point was, "Look, you are going to have 













1 


Shore - direct 


folo. 


-- 


996 


2 a great increasing number of your own residonts who aro 

3 going to want to live in apartments. 

4 “On the other hand, clearly most paoplo 

5 don't v/ant them in their own neighborhoods. Now hero's 

6 on opportunity to have your cake and oat it too, 

7 to havo apartments that your poople aro going to want, 

8 but not to have then in the reoidontial neighborhoods, 

9 to havo them in the local place to support public 
10 transportation, to v;alk to work, to support the 

11 * activities that a contar can provide without scattering 

12 thou all over the county,"whore it oeomod clear thut nost 

13 people didn't want them. 


14 

15 (Continued on next page.) 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


25 
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q What wa 3 the — excuse me, did RPA continue 

to follow the various piano and activities with respect 
to Mitchell Field after issuance of it3 1955 report? 

A Y 03 , indeed. We've never believed that a planner's 

responsibility ends with filing a report. Most of our 
activities follow that report by trying to get the ideas 
into the mainstream of -- of public decision making. 

And so wo attended hearings, wo losuod press 
releases, we made speeches — 

4 And thoso would focus on the recommendations, 

the basic recommendations of your 196t> report? 

A Yen. 

Q Now, in 1969, March of 1969, RPA issued 

another report, did it not, ontitlcd, '"fho Puturo of 
Nassau County"? 

A Yes. 

q Do you have a copy of that document beforo 

you? 

A Yes. 

q Now, it states on the oovor that this was 

done in cooperation with several other organisations. 

What organisations did you cooperate with in preparing 
this uocunent? 

A The Metropolitan Regional Council, which is a 

£ 1 £«- 
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2 voluntary organization of the chief elected ofliclals of 

3 the counties of the region and the major municipalities ■, 


4 the Nassau County Planning Commission and the hiaosau-Suffolk 


5 Hes onal Planning Board. 

6 q Would you tell the Court how you cooperated with 

7 those organizations in the preparation of this document. 

» 

8 A yes, we first tulKed with them, read their documents, 

9 thoir own research and recoismendations, talked with them at 

10 great length, circulated the draft of this document to 

11 them for comment. 

12 And I should add that this wa3 a part of a major con- 

13 erenco on the future of Nassau County. Accompanying this wu3 

14 « slido show snowing alternative ways of developing the 

15 county, but basau on the principles presented here in this — 


16 in thi3 book. 

q Was there consideration given to the use of 

13 Mitchell Fluid in this 19oJ document? 

jq A Yes, understandably, since we had been pushing this 

20 for four yoar 3 , that wa3 a major recommendation. But the 
2 ^ purpose of this conference was to open up to people in 

.\asuau County many alternative ways of — of developing, of 

22 

planned development. 

Tne purpose of this w.iole series of the future ol 
24 

various counties which we have undertaken is to show people 


514 a 
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2 in the county what their present development pattorn will 

3 look like if extended, and then suggest that they night do 


4 A, B, C or U, 

5 And we did that in the, "Future of ha 3 oau County," 

6 providing several alternatives. First showing the advantages 
<7 of conoontrating urban activities of the kind wo vo b»on 


8 talking about in one center, but also, because the county 


9 

10 

11 

12 


was then thinking in toms of perhaps more than ono center, 
we suggested, "All right, maybe you’d ll/.e to develop with 


your — 


with your large ccalo activities in cno, 


two, three 


or four cantors, and they night bo several places, not 


^3 simply Mitchell Field." 

q Did tho RPA nuke any 

14 

rocpect to including housing units 


recommendation with 
at Mitchell Pield In the 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


1969 report7 

A Yea, wo — we said two things. Of course v;o repeated 

the point that high density housing belongs in an urban 
concentration o* the kind we're talking about, a metropolitan 
cantor, so that if you oho 3 e Mitchell Field as tho center, 
or as one of two or three or four oonters, you certainly 

would include apartments with then. 

ilut wc said something further about Mitchell Field: 

We said, "If you choose to put your center activities scxc- 
where else other than Mitchell Field, that the opportunity 


25 


o- 
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2 Mltchall Field offers is for a housing development, a vccll- 

3 planned development especially for housing, which would give 

4 you a resource for relocating people who might bo living In 

5 other places that you might choooc no a center," For example, 

6 Mlneoln, or the Village of Hempstead, or iiicks villa I believ* 

7 wore the three other places that we suggested might bo sites 

8 for centers, and you might nood to rolocato people living 

9 there if you built them into largor urban concentrations, and 

10 therefore* Mltchall Plold offered you that opportunity. 

11 Ho you would want apartments if you chose Mitchell 

12 Pield as tho contor, you would v/ont housing of various type3 

13 if you — if you chose cone other pltco. And — and Mitchell 

14 Field would be a good place for that, 

25 q Did you make any recommendations with respect 

16 to tho need for housing at Mitchell Flo Id in termo of respond- 

17 ing to tho problem of sub-standard housing in tho county? 

18 A Yes, we pointed out that there really . ao not a great 

19 deal of substandard housing in .Nassau County, since it was 

20 a relatively high income county, but that there wore some, 

21 I bellevo the number that was — wo quoted from the Nassau 

22 County Regional Planning heard, about 7,000 housing units 

23 sub-standard. 

hut we pointed out that even though these were rela- 

24 

25 tively few compared to the housing units in the county, and 

61 (> CV- 
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2 that they could be taken care of. If Nassau County a* a whole 


3 determined to eliminate cub-standard housing, that would be 


4 very simple for the county as a whole to handle, but if you 


5 leave it for the municipalities, where the sub-standard 

6 housing tended to be, they would have a very difficult time 


7 nicotine their needs, because most of these municipalities 


8 which navo high numbers of aub-atandard housing also were the 


9 low-inccne municipalities within the county, and they ala, 


10 had high welfare roils. 


So that while you have little problem of sub-standard 


lZ looking county-wide, you had a serious problem when you 


13 looked c.t tho municipalities where that public housing — 


14 that cub-standard housing wao, and — and wanted to get rid 


15 of it. 


In othor words, you suggested that it would be 


17 difficult for these depressed areas to resolve their housing 


lg problems alone — 


19 A 


Right, 


(Continuing) — without looking to a county¬ 


wide solution to tho problem? 

X 1 


Yes. 


Did tho Association make any recommendation as 


to who ohoulc build tho housing to resolve tho sub-ataniard 


housing problem? 


* # ~*r 
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man who prepared them was here, and now he is 
guilty of that sin, if it is a ein*- 
WITNESS: I prepared It. 

MR. JASPAN: And now wo would like the 

a&me rules to apply• 

THE COURT: He said ho prepared it. 

THE WITNESS: I wrote that book, and I 
wrote the other documont that wao put in. 

MR, JASPAN: Yoa, but he didn't do the 
research, and I don't know if he did the one 
in 1965. 

THE WITNESS: Yea, I did. 

MR. JASPAN: Well, your namo doesn't appear 

on it. Eceauoc I looked for that. 

THE WITNESS: No, becauoo wo believe in 

anonymity. 

THE COURT: lle'o modest. 

THE WITNESS: An Institutional project, 

but Ihappenod tc write both of them. 

THE CLERK: So markod Plaintiff'c Exhibit 

No. 53 in Evidence. 

« jtow, Mr. Shore, do you retail testifying before 

t hear Ins of the Hltuhell Field Development Corporation sor.v- 
tine in 19697 

sis®. 


i 
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fes. 


2 A 

3 q Would you tell the Court where that hearing was 

4 held, if you recall. 

5 a I believe it v/a 3 at Mitchell Field at one of the toj:- 

6 porary buildings there. I — I can't remember more than that 

7 at the moment. 

8 Q Could you recall what month that hearing waa 

9 held? 

10 A No, I'm afraid 1 don't. 

q How aid it come about that you testified bofoic 

12 the Mitchell Field Development Corporation? 

13 a Well, we had made the initial recommendation tha» 

14 onued up with the concept of a center in Mitchell Fiold, which 

15 then moved on to creation of the Mitchell Field Development 

16 Corporation, and so it was natural for them to Invite us 

1 7 to testify on — on one of their proposals. 

jg q And wore you in fact invited to testify? 

19 A Yes. 

q Was this a hearing held during the day or at 

(WV 

21 night? 

22 A Night. 

Q Did you have a prepared statement that you 

13 

read to the — 

24 

A I didn't read it. I — I had in mind points I wanted 
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to make, but It was extemporaneous. I believe it was a slide 
presentation. 

Q Would you toll the Court what transpired during 

your presentation at that hearing? 

First, excuse mo, let me ask you: Wa3 this a hearing 

that was open to the public? 

A Yes, indeed. The public wa3 Jammed in, standing up. 

Q Approximately how many people were in atten¬ 

dance? 

A Oh, I would guess H- or 500, but I wouldn’t swear to 

that. 

Q And do you recall what the specific purpose of 

the hearing was? 

A Well, I believe it — it was specifically rclatou to 

housing, but I — I'm not even that clear about that. 

3 This would be housing at Mitchell Field? 

A Yea • 

Q how tell the Court what transpired at that 

hearing, and more specifically what transpired while you 
testified. 

A Well, I was asked to — to put the specific proposal 

before the board into the context of — of what the long- 
range, broador idea about Mitchell Field would be, so thoy 
saw what this ono step was aimed at leading to. 

S0Oa 
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2 And as I tried to do that tnere wore some objections 

3 to the idea of concentrating activities, and the audience 

4 interjected a number of rather rude remarks as I went along. 

5 And the Board Chairman quited them, but as I recall wnen wo 

6 r> ot to the discussion of housing specifically, the audience 

7 became too vociferous for the Board and I Just had to quit 

8 testifying. 

g q In other word 3 , the audience stopped the 

10 actions of the audience caused you to suspend your testimony? 

11 A Yes« 

12 q Old that kind of audience reaction carry out 

13 throughout the meeting, or Just during your testimony? 

14 a It was worse during my testimony, I guess. There wero- 

there wero eviuonco of it all through. 

Q jq you recall what types of comments were being 

16 

made during your testimony? 


18 

19 

2C 

21 


14 


MR. JABPAN: If your Honor pleases, I 
don't know how that would be binding 

TIUi COURT: It wouldn't oe binding on 
anyoody. I'll sustain that, yes. 
q Do you recall the racial make-up of that 

audience? Was it mainly white or was it racially mixed? Do 

you rocull what it was? 

MR. JASPAN: If your Honor pleasos, if he's 


• 4 * * ^ 
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MRS. THOMPSONt Mrs. Redfern. 

BETTY REDFERN, was first duly sworn by tho 
Clerk of tho Court and tcstifiod a3 follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MRS. THOMPSON: 


7 

Q 

lira. Redfern, you are a plaintiff in this 

Q 

action, are 

you not? 

* 

i 

1 

1 

9a 

Yes, 

I am. 

i 

t 

10 

Q 

Will you speak a little loudor? 

• 

Ha 

Yos, 

I am. 

1 

12 

Q 

Could you toll tho Court whether 

or not you 

13 are 

married? 


14 a 

I'm 

single. 


15 


TEE COURT: What? 


16 


THE WITNESS: Single. 


17 


THE COURT: Single? 


18 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


19 

Q 

Do you have any children? 


20 A 

Yes, 

I do. 


21 

Q 

Would you tell the Court the names and ages 

22 Of 

your children? 


23 A 

Debra, 9; Antoinette, 7; Charles, 6; 

Geraldine, 


24 1 year. 


25 


Q 


Do your childron presently reside with you? 
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Yes, they do. 

Q Would you also stato for the record what your 

is? 

Black. 

MR. HYMAN: Objection, your Honor. 

Ke don't need that kind of testimony. It's 
obvious to the Court what her race is. 

THE COURT: It'3 not in the record. 

MR. HYMAN: It doesn't have to be 
on the record. It ^esn't leave any 
credibility one way or the other. 

In fact, it might be discriminatory 
for her to describe what her race is, a violation 
of the Constitution. I don't hear any other 
witnoso get on that otand and say, "I'm white," 

•I'm yellow, "I'm black," "I'm green." 

THE COURT: I don't elthor. 

MR. HYMAN: Well, the Government objects, 
your Honor. She's a human being. That's what 
she is. 

THE COURT: And I don't look at anybody 
any other way, any other way. It doesn't make 
any difference what color they are or what 
ethnic background they have. I don't try thorn 

SST) CL 
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2 

that way, and 

I'm sure you would want it that way yourcolf 

3 wouldn' 

t you. 

ra'am. 

4 


THE WITNESS» Absolutely. 

5 


THE COURT: Absolutely. Let's not 

6 

change 

that system either, believe no. 

7 

Q 

Mrs. Rcdfern, what is your present income? 

g 

Do you 

rocoivc support payments? 

9 a 

Yes, I 

do. 

10 


HR. JASPAtf: 1 can't hoar tho question 

11 

or the 

answer. I think you dropped your voice. 

12 


HRS. THOM? soil i I aokod her if she 

13 

received support payments and she said yos, ohc 

14 

did. 


% 

15 

Q 

How much a month do you recoive from the 


lfc^epartment of Social Services? 

I receive $191 a month for basic ncada. 
q Dv you also receive payment toward your ront? 

Yes. 

q And how much is that? 

$292.DO. 

q So you receive any support payments? 

Yes. 

Q How much do you recoive in support payments? 

$65 per month. 

S84 o. 
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18 

19a 

20 

21A 

22 

23A 

24 


25A 








1 


Q 


Rcsdfern - direct 
Are you presently employed? 


106 S 


2 

3 A 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

llA 

12 


No# I an not. 

MR. JASPANj V?hat was that? 

MRS. THOMPSONt Support payments. 

MR. JASPANj From whom? 

MRS. THOMPSONi You can ask tho question. 

MR. JASPANr I'm sorry/ I didn't naan 

to interrupt. 

q YTh&t is your prosont address? 

59 HaEon Street/ Hempstead/ second floor. 
q For how long hove you lived at that addroaa? 


13 a Seven won tho. 

14 o And what rent do you pay £or that apartment? 

15A $325 per month. 

16 Q of that $325 a month how much dcos tho 

17 Department of Social Services pay? 


18 A 

19 

20 A 

21 

22 ^ 

23 

24 Social 

25 * 


$292.50. 

q And do you pay tho remainder? 

Yea, I do. 

q Is that remainder approximately $32? 

$32.50. 

q Have you ever asked tho Department of 

Sorvlcos to pay tho additional $32.50? 

Yoa, X have. 
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2 


THE COURT: How v?as it increased? 

3 

Was it 

sent to you by way of notice, 30 day 

4 

notice, 

or did he just tell you orally? 

5 


THE WITNESS: 30 day notice. 

6 


THE COURT: 30 day notice? 

7 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 

8 


THE COURT And when was the 30 day 

9 

notice 

served upon you? 

10 


THE WITNESSl April 23. 

11 


THE COURT: April 23? 

12 


1973? 

13 


THE WITNESS: 1973. 

14 

Q 

Are you presently looking for a new place 

15to 

live? 



Yoa, I am. 

q Could you tell the Court what attempts you 

made to find new housing. 

THE COURT: See, that's an eviction 
case. I used to try them when I was in tho 
*ower Court, but I'm not going to try them 
now. I know all the answers, believe me. I 
went through quite a fev; of them. That's not 
before me now. 

MRS. THOMPSON: What we are trying to 
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establish through this witness ia that she's 

w— 

seeking housing and sho cannot find housing. 

THE COURT: She couldn't possibly — 
even assuming that I approved the fact that 
Mitcholl Field should have public housing, 3he 
couldn't r.ovo thero until 19 — I don't know, 

I really don't know myself, and I'm not being 
facetious about it. I’m just being realistic 
about it: Sho couldn't so it doesn't make 
any difference if uho doesn't find a place, 
she is not going to wait. She i3 not going to 
wait. 

How much time do they give you in those 
Courts out thero, cix months to find a place? 

THE WITNESS: No, I pay additional rent. 
THE COURT: What? 

THE WITNESS: They increased the rent. 
THE COURT: Is it non-payment now, is 
that wlmt they are after you for? 
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2 

A Ha asked me did I get an eviction notice? I told 

3 

him ye3, I got a 30 — a 30 day notice which I took to 

4 

Minoola. And they said it would — they would not pay the 

5 

rent# eo I did it nyaolf. 

6 


7 

8 
9 


THE COURT: So that's not an eviction 
notice. Thnt'o a notice cf incrcaso of rent. 

Q Mrs. Rcdfcrn, are you pronontly looking for 


new houaing? 

10 

A Yog, I on. 

11 

Q O.K. Once again, could you tell tho Court 

12 

your attempta to find that new housing. IThat have you done 
13 

to look for new houaing? 


14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


MR. HYMAN: I object. She testified 
she paid tho rent. 

TIIE COURT: I'll taka this on the 
question of neceocity alone, that'o all. It 
dooan't go towards discrimination whatsoever, 
but towards ncconaity, which is also an issue, 

I will take that. 

THE WITNESS* Wall# I — 

THE COURT: If oho mada any attempts. 

Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS* Well, I went to Cedar Ridgo 
Court apartments. They had an ad in tho paper 
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for a three bedroom, $275. 

Tho superintendent told me that they 
didn't have no more, oo I told him I saw the 
ad in tho paper. Ho said they put yearly 
ado in tho paper. 

And I went to another in Hempstead 
on Clinton. Tho rent for two bedroom was 
$295. 

And tho Wilahirc Houses in Freeport. 
And I was on welfaro and thoy said that they 

wouldn't accept me. , 

MR. JASPATJ: I'm sorry, I didn't 

hear what you just said. 

THE WITWES3: The Wil3hiro llouso 
in Freeport, and thoy wouldn't accept no 
because I was — 

MR. JASPAN* They wouldn't accept 

you? 

THE COURT: Did you — 

THE WITNESS* No. 

THE COURT* Did you complain to 

Welfare? 

THE WITNESS* Thoy toll you lot 
them servo you an oviction notice, they 

68 q* 
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TKE COURT: They did say that, in 
other words, they would relocate you until 
such tine as you find a place? 

THE WITNESS : I just came out of a 

motel * 

q Mrs. Redforn, before you moved to your 

present apartment, whore you just testified you resided 
for seven months, where were you living? 

A Parkway Motel in Dellnore, Sunrise Highway. 

q For how long had you lived there? 

A One year and eleven months. 

q During that time did you mako an attempt 

to find nev; housing other than the rnotcl? 

A Yea. 

q could you describe to the Court what you 

did to look for that new housing? 

A wo11, Jackcr Realty had found mo a house in — 

jackcr Realty found me a throe bedroom apartment. It 
was in a white section. And I went to look at the 
apartment. They had paid the money and everything, you 

know, laid the monoy out for mo. 

'*>0 the landlord wanted to talk to mo. They took 

no back to meet the landlord and when I walked in I 
don't know what ho was looking for, but you know, ho 

Q CL. 
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asked roe a couple of questions and said he would got 
notify no. 

So when ho — when he notified no he told me that 

he wouldn't rent it to no. 

q Did you make any other regular attempts to 

look for now housing while you were living in the motel? 

A Yoo, nothing hut two bedrooms, everything was 

$275 - $300, which they wouldn't -- at that time wouldn t 
pay but $270 for mo, until some kind of rent increase 

wont up, then they paid $292.50. 

q When your talking about "they" you are 

referring to the Department of Social SErvicco? 

A Social Services. 

q Did the Department of Social Services holp 

you to look for housing while you were living in the 
motel? 

A Thoy took me to a couple of — yes — places 

that I rcjoctcd, in Roosevelt, slum section, the ghottoo 
and v/hatever you want to call it. And I turned them 
down because I wouldn't have my kids ~ I didn't want 
to live there. 

q While you were living at the liellnore Motel 

your children attended school in Bellnore, did they 
not? 

5°i ' o- 
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Q And they had no problems in those schools, 

did they? 

A No, not — no. 

Q Are your children attending school where 

you presently live? 

A Yc3. 

0 What is the racial composition in the 

school which they are attending? 

A Lot's see, about G15 percent black. 

q And have your childron had any problems 

in that school? 

A nothing but what children go through, you know, 

everyday routine. 

Q And what was the racial composition of 

the school your children vero attending in Pcilmoro? 

A 95 percent white. 

Q And were your children happy in that school? 


Yes. 


Have you yourself been attending school 


What kind of DChool have you boon 


£<\ 9<cl 


/ 











L 


c 


Rcdfcrn - direct 


1072 


I went to lii'A Computer unuor the W lltS program. 


BOCL'S. 


MR. JASPAKi BOCES. 


THE WITHI.SSi Ko, BOSES. 


MR. JASPAM: A new one on me. 


All right. And was this .school looking 


forward to preparing for employment? 


Yes. 


Aro you presently attandiny that school? 


No, but I will bo in September. 


JIavo you ovor eeen Mitchell Field? 


Yea. 


(contim id on the next page.) 
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• 


2 


q jo you know what'a presently located 



* 

3 

at Mitchell Field? Do you know what io presently 


■» * < . * 


4 

located at Mitchell Field? 


. , f 

G 

5 

A 

Yes. 




6 


q What is that? 

* 



7 

A 

Nnsnau County Colisoum. 

\ 



8 


q Is thoro anything else that you are 




9 

aware 

of at Mitchell Field? 




10 

A 

Ho. Mot in che surrounding area. 


* ■ 


11 


q * if housing that you could afford were 



• 

12 

built 

at Mitchell Field would you like to live there? 


I 


13 

A 

Yob. 




14 


MR. BPLLMNI i I hnvo no furthor 



• 

15 


questions. 




16 


THEI COURT: Any questions? 


1 , 


17 


MR. J7diPAN: Just a couple. 


» • 

xxxxxxxx 

18 

CROSS 

EXAMINATION 




19 

bY MR 

. JASPAN J 




20 


q How many roon 3 era in your prasont apart- 


f 

/"* 

21 

ment? 



»: ; 

f 


22 

A 

Five and a half. 

- 

. 



/ 



f 


23 

/ 

q What in the general condition of the 


• 


24 

apartment? Or what shape in it in? 




25 

A 

Liveable , good. Good. 


; 

l 




5W * 

• V 




• 

4 

* ■ , . *■ 

A * - 




\ 







13 


1 


Croa 9-Rod fom 


1091 


» 

c • 




A For housing, low income end nodas-cte housing. 
Q You noon tho Foderal Government should 

build it? 

A I don*t understand your question. 

o llov; about tho Environmental Protection 
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Agoncy, when you spoke to your attorneys for tho fir3t 
time what did you tell them about tho Environmental 
Protection Agency? 

A I didn't tell them nothing. 

Q What did you toll thorn about tho Gonoral 

Sorvicon Administration building? 

A I didn't toll thorn nothing. 

Q Did they toll you? 

A No. 

Q You just walked into tho office and 

you oay, "I want housing." Is that what you said to 
them? 

A I am fighting for low and moderate income 

housing. I road tho newspapers. Understand? 

Q Yes, ma'am. 

A And I knew what was goingen at Mitchell Field. 

0 \7hat was going on, whet ves your under¬ 

standing of what was going on at Mitchell Field? 

A All right, I will put it this way. When I 


6 
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was In — whon I moved to the motel in 71 it was 
group oi us called the mothers that was consistent 
for housing and wo got together and we used to go 
to Mincola for housing end then when I - we talked, 
talked and we was asked some questions what we 
think should be built on Mitchell Field. And this 
is what I thought should be built on Mitchell Field. 

(Continue-! on the next page.) 
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■j All right. So you don’t think tr.a 

Federal office building snould go up, in otnor woru3? 
A WO. 


19 


Q so you aren’t looking for employment with 

. • a.w -.4. Of f » 

the federal cjovssrnuont xn t.iat .ou^rax 

which in not going up, ia that correct? 

^ It ic other jobs. 

q ;j 0 , anawer my question. Vou oro not 

looking for employment 

A I an looking Cor lo.<, ' nudorn lncono »>ounin<t. 

q Will you anawor wy question, ..i3t? 

Asa you looking lor esvloy.Mnt in too fouorsl Jf£lcu 
Building ul.ich you boliouo will not go up? Vou or no? 

A WO. 

MR. JiiMV.l: Mo further questions. 

VU12 COURTj All right, step down, 
(..itnona excused) 

TliE COURT: All right, gentlemen, will 

you come up to the hunch. 

(Diocu33ion.) 

TiiS CLLRK: The trial will rename at 
3:90 o'clock thin afternoon. 


(Thereupon, at 12:50 o'clock ?•*•* * 
recess was taken to 3.00 o'clock p.m.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

3:00 o'clock p.n. 

MR. BELLMAN: I call blaukaan. 

NORMAL EARL BLANK MAN, called as 
a witness on behalf of the plaintiffs, having 
boon first duly sworn by tho Clerk cf tho Court, 
testified as follows; 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
AY MR. BELL.'IAN: 

0 Mr. Elanknan, where do you livo? 

A In Sands Toint. 

Q Is that in Nassau county? 

A That ia correct. 

Q llow long have you lived in Sond3 Point? 

A Since 1956. 

Q How long have you lived in Nassau County? 

A Approximately 24 years. 

0 YThat is your profession? 

A I am a real estate invo3tor and developer. 

Q Mr. Dlankman, are you currently rurning 

for political office? 

A I am. 
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Q What office are you a candidato for? 

A I am an independent candidato for Nassau County 

Executive. 

Q Mr. blankman, are you affiliated with tho 

Lon? Island Association of Coiur.ercj & Industry? 

A I am, 

Q Will you tell tho Court what your affiliation 

is? 

A I an a non her of tho board of directory and v/na 

chairman of their .‘litcnwl Flo Id Task Forco. 

0 What in tho Long Island association of 

Coosaiorco o Inuuatry? 

A Tho organization in, in effect, the Chamber of 

Counorce for Long Island, and it represents the interests 
of the loading business fir:;vi in both Nassau and Suffolk 
Oountiou. 

0 Approxiraatcly how nany members aro there in 

tho Long Island Association of Connerco 6 Industry? 

A Thoro aro approximately 1300 member firms, that is, 

1300 firms who aro, in of foot, members of the Long Inland 
Association. 

Q Arc thoro some raj or corporations who are 

participating in tho Association? 

A Yas, I would say that tho LlA, as it is commonly 
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Known, in elude 3 u linos c 100* of the ;&ajor firms. It 
includes such firm." us Sporry Hand, Long '■island Lighting 
Company, Cutler Hiuumar, the Telephone Company, Haw York 
Telephone Company -- all of the commercial banka, Tair- 
chiId Republic Aircraft, Grumman Aircraft, and I think 
probably all of tho universities an well. 

Q How long have you boon on tho board of 

directors of LIA? 

A I think I have been on the board since* 1971, oithcr 

1970 or 1571. I’n not certain exactly when it wan. 

q Hera you working with the organisation 

prior to being a ne.ubor of tho board? 

A Yea, I have boon a member probably ton years. 

That is, nr/ firn has been a nenber firn, and I probably 
have boon a member for ton yearn. 

0 Do you Know how long tho I.IA has been in 

existence? 

A Ho, I don’t. I would say that ny guess is probably 

twenty-five yeara or more. I wouldn't know exactly. 

q What is the purpouo for tho LIA? 

A The purpose of the LIA is to reprosont tho business 

interests of business firms in Mascau and Suffolk Counties 
and to investigate those matters that aro of interest to 
business, and to actively take public positions in support 

GDOa 


25 






4 


1097 




V ; 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Alanknan - diract 

of their point of view that they think will benefit the 
general economic health of both Nassau a7*d Suffolk Counties. 
q How many mauber3 aro there on the board of 

directors? 

A Oh, I think there are about thirty to forty ne.juers 

of tha board of directors. 

q That would cover both counties? 

A noth counties, yos. 

q now, you Stated you were chairman of tho 

rtitchol Field Tank Force. 

Please toll the Court what tho Mitchol Field 

Task Torco is and hov; it cane into existence, and v/hon. 

A It ca.no into existence in approximately Juno of 1 jG9. 

At that time million J. Casey, who is now 
Under Secretary of Jtnta for economic Affairs, was presi¬ 
dent of the LI A, and ho cane to r.o and said that the 
county had just issued a now plan for the development of 
Mitchol riold, commonly known as the Aarco.a Plan, and 
that the LIA wanted to take a position on that plan, a 
public position, and ho a3kod no if I would form a so- 
called task force to analyse tho Marco-. Plan and to 
report back to tho I.IA so that the LIA could then take 

a public position. 

^ Mow, did you accept Mr. Casey's request 


(pOla 





1 


5 


lllanknan - direct 


10S8 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


to undertake this task? 

A I did. 

0 Can you tell the Court how you went about 

putting together the tank force. 

A ./oil, ilr. Casey assured mo that I would have 

complete froedoi .1 in the c.ioico of the wenuers oi the 
task force because I indicated to hi?n that I thought that 
the conclusion, pro or con, would have a Much greator 
force on pxiblic opinion if I was not nocesoarily confined 
to nenbers of tho LIA itself, so that I could broaden tho 
scope of ny task forco, and .Mr. Casey readily agreed to 
that. 

As a result, 1 then went and I put together 
vhat I considered to mo was a blue ribbon group of people 
representative* of nany interests. 

I had Willia.n Lowe, for instance, who 
was tho vice president of First National City Dank. 

1 had Allen Fortunoff, who was the presi¬ 
dent of PortunofC DopartMont Stores. 

I had Claire Sauer, who was chairman of 
tho Suffolk County Charter Revision Co.-mittoo. 

I had /Jo or go Meltser, who is president of 
tho bong Island Chapter of tho American Institute of 
Architects. 
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1 had ltichard Mass, who is — who was the 
Director of Urban Affairs for Levitt & Sons, the large 
building firm. 

I subsequently enlarged the co..u.;ittoe to 
include Patricia barnot, who had been past president of 
tno Nassau County League of '.'omen Voters, and subsequently 

became a state officer. 

Claire Stern, executive director of the 

Long Inland Environmental council. 

Tuiu I think the last person was Murray 
Darbaah, who was a ouilder and conservationist and cnair- 
uan of the committee to create a national pur); out of 
Fire Island. 

q liOri , you said your tank was to review the 

so-called Mar com Plan and advise tiic Association as to 
a position it 3hould take on the Flan. 

A That is correct. 

Q Low did you go about your task? 

A No initially r.ot with the representatives of the 

Mitchel Field Development Corporation, which was the 
entity that the County had set up to davolop Mitchel 
Field. 


24 


And we went into — He had several meetings 
with them, and as a result of tho information that they 
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2 gave us and our conversations with other representatives 

3 in tho county, the Qi-County Planning Doard, .;nown as tno 

4 ilassau-Suffolk Planning Hoard, wo analyzed tho plan and 

5 produced a written report for the Lxocutivo Committoo 

6 and tho board of directors of the Long Island Association 

? 0 When did you complete your report? 

8 A In September of 1969. 


_ o Was it, in fact, submitted to the Association? 

7 W 

10 A Yos, it was submitted to tno Association in Scotcn- 

1>or , 1969, both to the executive Connittco and then attor 
17 it received their unanimous approval it was then submitted 
!3 to tho board of directors of the LIA, which also gave it 
its unanimous approval. 
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rj Do you recall when tho board of directors 

approved your report? 

A In September of I960. 

q was tho roport ultimately forwardod to the 

Mitchel field Development Corporation? 

A It was. 

q Hr. ulanknan, I show you a copy of a 

lottor fro:.» Hr. Cosoy to the Hltchel Field Development 
Corporation dated .".arch la. 1170, vhlcn in a cover 
lettor for tho roport itself. Bo you recognize tho 
lottor and tho report? 


(oOf<^ 
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2 A 


1 do. 


3 0 And i3 tills the report that your task forco 

4 prepared and was forwarded to the itttchol rleld Develop- 

5 niont Corporation? 


It ia. 


MX. JELLMA?! : '-‘o would li>:o to f'ove ita 


Hhnnnnnn 13 


8 ftdtaiaaion into evidence. 

9 Hil. JAr>PA:i; .Jo objection. 

Tilt: CL2RK: r>o narked, an l’lainciffo' 
u exhibit Of. in evidence. 

„ (jocuit.nnt referred to wan received and 

,3 narked Plaintiffs' exhibit 5C in evidence.) 

,J sow would you toll the Court what your 

15 task forco concluded and recoarumdod in its report on 

16 Mitchel Field. 

17 A dell, the rain thrust of tho report - it is a 

,8 fairly loivjthy report - but the main thrust of tho report 

19 was an agreement with the general principles set out by 

20 the Marco:, plan, that Is. the overall idea of development 

21 our report was in agreement with. What we took exception 
to was the details and tho method of implementing tho 
plan, and what wo felt wore none of tho inaccuracies of 

23 1 

tho conclusions. 

Wo — „ 0ur cia ^ n opposition finally actually 

(o0£cl 
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came in because after the Marcora plan was published the 
Mitchel Field Development Corporation entered into a pro¬ 
posal to complete what they called Phase I of the plan, 
and although Phase I originally was to include housing, 
the Mitchel Field Development Corporation announced 
that they were going tc postpone housing. And one of 
the principal objections of our report was that we did 
not want the County to proceed with anything unless 

there was an immediate provision for housing. 

q Why did the task force take such a strong 

position with respect to inclusion of houoin-J at the 
Hitchol Field and inclusion in the first phase of the 
development? 

MR. JACPAM: I object to the form of that 
question. 

TUI? COURT; I will allow it. Go ahead. 

A Well, wo took a strong stand in favor of housing 

for several reasons. No. 1, our report had been preceded 
by the Nassau-Suffolk Regional Plan. The Nassau-Cuffolk 
Regional Flan, to whicn both Nassau and Suffolk Counties 
were a party, partly financed and appointed the repre¬ 
sentative to, itself took a very strong otand in favor 

of housing at Mitchel Field. 

As businessmen also, we recognized that 

(oO^X 
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you can't have a viable business community if your 
employees don't have a place to work -- excuse rao 
I mean to live. 

/uul, thirdly, vo were personally aware 
of the extreme housing shortage in Nassau County, and 
wo felt it very important that people — at one point 
there wore over 25,000 amoloyeou projected to work in 
Mitchol Field, and wo recognised that one of the oeot 
ways to solve your traffic problems in connection with 
Mitchol Field vas to enable as nany people a3 possible 
who worked thoro to live on Mitchol Field itself. 

had finally, we felt that if housing w&a 
not provided for immediately at Mitchol Field, that it 
would bo nibbled away at and before wo would know it 
there wouldn't be any provision for housing. 

And our forecast turned out to be true. 
In othor words, at thnt time no ono had come out ICO 
percent ayainst the housiny. And subsequent to that, 
what wo wore afraid of has co:no true. The present 
administration has announced that there will bo no 
housing of any kind. So if wa had let them yo ahead 
at that time and agreed to it, obviously the field 
would bo largely committed and there voulu bo no 
houcing whatsoever. 
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Dlankman - direct 

Q What sort of housing did the task force 

have i:i mind when it recommended the inclusion of it? 

A Housing for all income, specifically the words 

used were “law," "middle," and "luxury 1 ’ housing. 

Q Wa 3 the task force report made public? 

A Vos, it was. 

2 V;aa it circulated among the board of 

directors and the membership of the association? 

A Well, it wa 3 circulated among -- it was 3ont out 

to all members of tho boarJ of directors, the Executive 
Committee, and I third; it may have been referred to in 
bulletins of the LIA. It certainly wa3 disclosed in 
its full content to all of the trades, ovorybody, and 
every representative of tho County, tho board of Super¬ 
visors and everyone got a copy of it. 

Q How, what stops did the task forco tako 

subsequent to, well, March 19, 1970, when tho report 
was forwarded to the Mitchol Field development Corporation 
with respoct to Mitchol Field? 

A Wa spent those approximately six months, almost 

six nonth 3 period, meeting with the county representatives, 
including tho hoard of Supervisor.!, including tho County 
executive, numbers of tho Mitchol Field Development 


Corporation and its board of directors, to try to 
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2 convinco them privately without public cnJiarracaacint to 

3 any one of tho validity of our report; but, unfortunately, 

4 it was to no avail* 

5 q Did tho task force thereafter attempt to 

6 have the Association tako any othor action with respect 

7 to MitChoi Field? 

8 A yoa. Tho tank forco, whan it felt it wa 3 up 

9 against a atone wall, particularly after tho election 

10 of Mr. Caso, in which ho nado a public statement reversing 
n his former position, that he now took a public position 

12 thoro wouldn't bo any housing of any kind in Mitchol 

13 Field, tho task forco urged tho Long Island Association 

to institute legal action. 

a Hoy; was that action taken? Was this 

16 brought up boforc the board of directors? 

1? a Yoo, it was. It was brought up boforo the hoard 

of directors. On tho advice of counsel of tho LIA and 

10 

19 tho fooling of the board of directors, since tho LIA 
2Q was a trade organisation, it did not fool that it could 
institute a lawsuit, and I so reported it to tho Board 

21 

of Suoorvioors — tho present Board, whon I tostifiod 

22 

bofore thn board of Lu^ervioors• 


action? 


Did the task force thoraafter tako any 
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Blonkman - direct 

A The task force, having put ouch a tremendous 

amount of time and effort into it, didn't want to oue 
its efforts go to waste and seed, end therefore, with 
tho knowledge of the LIA, took the nucleus of the original 
task force, took tho nucleus, and formed into an independent 
body, mado it very clear that it was an independent body 
publicly, and it then proceeded to raise funds and to 
take whatever action it could to encourage tho filing 
of a lawsuit. 

Q It is true, ia it not, that that ta3k 

force has supported thiu particular lawsuit with financial 
asnistanco? 

A That ia correct, yoo, sir. 

g Nov; with respect to that task forco, has 

are all of the momborc of that task forco rooidento of 
Nassau County. 

A Yoo. That io — No, no, that is not correct. 

That ia not correct, no. One of the members — one of 
the members of tho indopondont task forco now is a 
resident of Suffolk County. And this wac natural, 
because it was an outgrowth of tho LIA, which was a 
bi-county organisation. 

Q Now, you atato that tho Association 

rejected the request to involve ituolf in a lawsuit. 

lol O* 
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3lankman - direct 

lias the Association at any time criticized 
the task force findings or reports, or attempted to in 
any way withdraw support of your report? 

MR. JA3PANi If your Honor please, 

I object. 

T21E COURTi Objection sustained. 

MR. BELLMAN: I think, your Honor, tho 
question goe3 to whether it has withdrawn it3 
support -- endorsement of that task force -- 
and a roport which was done by an action of tho 
board of directors. My question io has tho 
board of directors actod to rescind that endorse¬ 
ment. 

MR. JASPAN; Ac I understand the testimony 
of Mr. Blanknan ho now appears for an independent 
body bocausc tho Long Inland Association would 
not pursuo tho lav/suit, for whatever reason they 
had. And ho ic not spooking for the Long Island 
Association. 

MR. BELLMAN: Ho remains a member of tho 
board of diroctors. 

MR. JABPAN: But is ho speaking for tho 
Long Island Association? 

THE COURTi 1 understand. That's tho 
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Dlenknan - direct 

roason for :ny ruling. 

THU WITNESS: Can I answer that, ycur 

Honor. 

THE COURT: If you car. ansv/er it. 

THE WITNESS: Yos. I have told tho hong 
laland Association that I was qoing to toatify 
today and that I discussed v;ith tho executivo 
director the position of the LIA, and I have his 
knowledge and approval to atato for tho organisa¬ 
tion that it has never rescinded any approval of 
this task forco report. 

(Continued on tho next page.) 
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Blanknen - direct 

MR. JASPANt Mo, that's not the Sana 
thing. Ea is not upeaking for the Long Island 
Association. 

T11E COURT i Ar* you ^peeking Cor tho 
Long Island Association? That's what we To 
asking you. 

TIIE WITNESS* Well, X'ra speaking with 
thoir consent and knowledge, your Honor • 

TIIE COURTi That's a little different. 

Is ho speaking for then? You either 
appear for eonoono, or you don’t appear for 
thorn. 

HR. BELLMANt Ao a nenber of tho Beard 
of Directors — as a nenbor of tho Board of 
Directors, your Honor, ho would knew whether 
or not thero has Leon any action 

THE COURT* Does ho havo any authority 
to corno here and epoak in thoir bohulf ao thoir 
representative? That's tho question. 

MR. JASPAHj That's right. I'a on the 
Board of Trustees of a lot of organizations. I 

don't opsak for thorn. 

THE COURTi I won’t take tha tsstiaony 

at this point. 
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0 Mr. Blankman, have you had opportunity to dis¬ 

cus* the Task Force Report with various members of the Associa 
tion, other than the Board of Directors, or representatives 
of these corporations? 

A Yes, of courao. 

q Have you boon able to ascertain what the gen-t 

oral reaction has been among the membership to that report? 

MR. JASPAiJi Yes or no? 

THE WITNESS: Yos, I have. 


has boen? 


Could you tell the Court v:hat that reaction 


HR. JASPAN: I object, if your Honor 


ploa3o. His conversations with some third 
party, who isn’t in this courtroom, are not 
binding upon us. 

THE COURT: It’o not binding hero. It's 
not going to be of any probative value to the 


Court. 


MR. JASPAN: It'3 hearsay. 

THE COURT: Absolutely. They could bo 
standing on a street comer and talking to each 


other. 


Has the Task Force attempted to organize support 









3 Blanknan - direct 1111 

„n, organisations in Nassau County for its position that 
housing should ha included at Mitchell Field? 

A It haa. 

o Could you toll tho Court what actions the Task 
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Porca has taken with respect to — 

MR. JA5PAN; If your Honor pleases, 

that '8 entirely irrelevant to this 

MR. BELLMAN: Will you let me finish 

tho question. 

MR. JASRANI Oh, I assured that you had 
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stopped and had finished. I an sorry. 

THE COURT: Let rio hear tho question. 

(Last question read.) 

q (continuing) — organization support among 

various civic or religious organizations in Nassau County. 

Mn. JACRA11; If your Honor ploase, what 
Uio Task Force did is not binding upon the County 


18 

19 


and has nm relevance to this dispute. 

THE COURT: This is a question of activ¬ 
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ity in the community. I'll allow it for that 

purpose and that purposo only. 

All right. It's not binding testimony. 

THE WITNESS: The -- 

MR. BELLMAN: Excuse mo? 


25 


G>/£ «• 








1 


4 


Blonkman - direct 


1112 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


THE COURT: Hot as binding tostimony, 
but I'll allow it &b activity in tha community. 

MR. DELL! IAN : Right. 

T1IE WITNESS: Tho Task Force, having 
made its position known, elicited response and 
support from the community, and it received 
that in tho form of public statements and resolu¬ 
tions by tvolvo to fifteen of tha moot prominent 
civic and religious bedioo in Nassau County. 

0 Could you give tho Court eouo idea of which 

organizetiona and religious bodios have given you that support 
A Yoo, tho organizations wore tho Nassau County League of 

Woman Votor.i, tho Long Inland builders Institute, tha Long 
Island Association, of courso, the Catholic Diocosc of Rock- 
villo Center, which in tho main Catholic body in Nassau County, 
tho Episcopal Dioccco, tho Long Island Council of Churches, 
tho American Union of Hobrow Congregations, tho National 
Association of Social Workers. I think that's tho major — 
tho major groups. 

Q And all of thoso organizations supported, if I 

understand your testimony, tho notion of including housing 
at Mitcholl Field? 

A Yes, they did. 

MR. BELLMAN: I have no further questions. 
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THE COURT: 
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CROCS EXAMINATION 

4 

BY MR. JAGPAN ! 

5 


You may examine , Mr. Jaspan. 
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0 Mr. Blankman, you mentioned the names of Mr. 

Fortunoff, Claire Sauer, Richard Mayoa and Claire Stern. Are 
they members of your Task Force at thio time? 

A Ho, they aren't. 

Q Are you speaking for them at this tine? 

A i -- I caid that the — that at the — that at tho 

conclusion of our activities for the Long Island Association, 
we formed as an independent body, and took tho nucleus of 
of thoco. Tho people that you mentioned aro not now presently 
members of tho — of the Mitchell Field Task Force. Vie aro 
an indopondent body. 

Q Are you purporting to talk today for Under¬ 

secretary Dill Casey? 

A I don't understand tho question. 

Q Well, I want to lusow if you're telling this 

Court that you ore speaking today for William J. Casoy? 

MR. BELLMAN* Your Honor, ho has never 
claimed to havo — 

MR. JASPAN : Ho did, ho spoke — His 

testinony at tho boginning was that ha was 

(p I 1 
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DAM IEL T. SWEENEY, a witness called 

herein, having been duly sworn by the Clerk of 
the Court, assumed tho witness stand and testified 
as follows! 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MS. THOMPSONt 

Q Now, Mr. Sweeney, what is vour present 

occupation? 

A Presently,consultant. 

Q V7oro you over employed by Nassau County? 

A Yos, I was. 

Q In what capacity? 

A Several capacities. I first joined Nassau County 

in 1962 ns Deputy County Attorney. Subsequently I 
advancod to various officos, senior deputy, undcr-sherJff 
of Nassau, second deputy county executive, end finally 
first deputy county executive. 

Q During what period were you second and 

then first deputy county executive? 

A I became second deputy on January, 'CG, and 

first deputy executive January, '67. 

Q Row longdid you servo as first county 

executive? 

A Row long? 

(olfa 
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Sweeney-direct 

Q From what period did you servo as first 

deputy county executive? 

A January, *67, through March, '69, 

q In March,' 69, what did you do? 

A I went over to Mitchell Field Corporation and 

was elected President. 

q Wore you appointed to the Mitchell liold 

Corporation by county executive Nickoroon? 

A That is not an appointed job. I was olocted by 

tho directors no rrccidcnt. 

q For what period of tine did you oorva an 

President of tho Development Corporation? 

A Until tho dissolution in '71, I guess. 

q Wore you serving as deputy county executive 

at tho time that tho Mitcholl Field r voiopment was 


croated? 


Yes. 


q Did you have any involvement in tho 

croation of tho corporation? 

A The actual creation of tho corporation, no, 


I did not. 


croated? 


Do y>u know how tho corporation was 


Yea. 


(c \9 
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Sweeney—direct 

Q Kow how was it created? ir 

A Tho corporation was fomed as a kind of a joint 

sponsorship, the Town of Hempstead and the County of 
Naoaau, for the development of Mitchell Field. To do 
that, a non-profit development corporation was formed 
under the membership corporation law at that tine, and 
tho appointment of tho directors was spread between 
the presiding supervisor, Town of Hempstead, v?ho had 
tho right to appoint threo members, and tho County 
Executive of Nassau County, who had the right to 
appoint six members. 

Q Did the county executive Nickerson consult 

with you in terms of who his appointments to tho 
corporation would bo? 


Q Aftor tho corporation was established and 

while you were still in tho county executive's office, 
what did you do, any work with tho corporation? 


YC3. 


What was that work? 


A Moll, I had no specific responsibilities to 

the corporation, but I generally functioned instead 
for tho County executive, and in ny absence, any timo 
anything came up, that directly had to do with tho 

(0^0 a . 
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Sweeney-direct 

corporation, 1 would tond to it at thatr moment. I 
had nothing specific in mind. 

Q At the time that you became President 

of the corporation, in March of 1569, was there any 
work which the corporation was in tho process of doing 
which you then picked upon? 

A 1 joined the corporation when they v/ero ready or 

shortly they wore ready to release the Nassau Center 
Report, which had come out in March of '69. 

Q Are the reports to which you are referring 

Plaintiff's Exhibit 14? 

A Yos, that is it. 

Q Is this a report which was actually 

issued by tho Mitchell rield Development Corporation? 

A Yea. 

Q Mas that report based on work done by 

consultants to the corporation? 

A Yen, it was. 

Q And that is the Harcom Corporation? 

A Yob. 

Q Let me hand you a document which is 

called, summary of objectives, plans and policies for 
tho development of Nasnau County, prepared for tho 
Mitchell Field Corporation by Karcom, Incorporated. 

Cs XI CL 
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Sweeney-direct 

Do you recognize that document? 

A Yea 

Q Is that the document on which the Mitchell 

Field Development Corporation based ita Nassau Center 
Document? 

A It ia one of then. 

MRS. THOMPSON: I would liko to 

nark it for identification, and offer it 

in evidence. 

MR. JASPAN: No objection. 

THE CLERlt: Plaintiff's Exhibit 57 

in evidonco. 

(f,o narked.) 

(continued on following page) 
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1 Sveoney-dircet/Thompoon 

Q You indicated that tho Nassau Canter report 

was based on tho Harcom Inc. Nassau Cantor Report and othei 
documents, wlv'.t waro those other documents? 

A Harcom had a document that proceeded that one that 


you had, 


Aro you referring to plaintiff's exhibit 31, 


basic development program for Mitchol Field? 


Yes. 


MR. JASPAMi Yours io thicker than nine. 

MRS. THOMPSON! Ours io seroxed. 

Q Did tho Mitchell riold Development Corp. it- 

nelf propose tho development of housing In Mitchell Field? 


Yes. 


Wero you a member of the corporation when 


the corporation mado tho determination to rccoitnond housing 


on Mitchell Field? 


Q Mao that a determination which had been made 

by tho corporation before you joined tho corporation? 

A Yea, that was mado as this report was put together. 

Thio report cano out when I came over. 

0 When you joined tho corporation, did vou have 

any occasion to question that recommendation by the corporatjicn? 


A 
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Swoenoy-diroct/Thonpson 

0 VThen you joined tho corporation# did you 

havo any occasion to meet with reproaentativoa ot tho 
Mnrcom Inc. to discuss their roconnondations and studies? 

A Yea sir. 

0 Did Marcorn indicate tc you vhnt ntenn it had 

followed in tonr.a of putting together ito proposals for tho 
development of Mitchell Field? 

o 

A Yea. 

Q What wore tho ctopa briefly v/hich Marcon 

followed? 

A They aro all related to tho documents that wo drew 

tho information from to nakc up thin report. 

Q To your knowledge did Mar com do any otudioa 

of tho existing development in the Nassau County area? 

A Yea. 

0 Do you know whether they roliod on any other 

existing studies? 

A They w^ro in close communication with tho Nassau 

County Planning Commissioner# with tho By-County Planning 
Agency# Regional Planning Association and all the other 
planning groups that would be significant to provide n data 
for this typo of development. 

Q To your knowledge# had Marcom# boforo it made 

its roconarondation for tho. development of Mitchell riold, 

(.o7~‘i o. 







3 Sweeneydirect/Thompnon 

* 

boon given any gpecific instructions by the corporation as 
to what it should cuggaot to the development of Mitchell 
Fiold? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

HR. JASPANt I an eorry, I didn’t hear 

the question and answer. 

0Thereupon the last question and answer 

rood by tho roportor.) 

0 Do you know whether Marcom Inc. hud been 

mado aware of tho various deed restrictions involved in 
cone of tho transfers of land from the Federal Government 

to Nassau County? 

A Yes sir, there wan. 

0 Wore you preoont in court today while "r. 

Blnnkman was testifying? 

A Yea. 

Q Did you hoar Mr. Jaspan'a cross-examination 

of Mr. Dlimknan? 

A Yen. 

Q Did you hear Mr. Jaspan refer to a deed 

restriction? 

Did you hoar Mr. Jaspan refer to a deed 
restriction concerning a 66 acre park at Mitcholl Field? 

A Yes. 


<olS <X. 
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Q Woro you t'.fnro off tho deod restriction con- 

coming 66 acres off land? 

A I don't recall the acreage but thoro aro several 

parcels required — 

Q Lot me direct your attention to Pago 25 off 

Plaintiffff' 0 Exhibit 57 off objectives, plana off ’lancau Counts, 
is thsro reference to a daad restriction for 56 or 6 G acroo 
off land in tho last paragraph? 


Vos • 


Could you road v/hat that saya? 


A Additional 66 acroo off Vannnu Conter land voro 

obtained by tho County with specification it bo unod for 
parks. 

Q Could you continue? 

A Western portion off Hanoau cireon in located within 

thono londo. Provinion trill bo mado poonibly utilizing 
trade office to inelvdo at lcact 66 acres off parks and other 
open apaco areas through tho Nassau Center cortplox. 


(continued on noxt page) 
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show a block of 66 acres for a park? >- 

A Yes it did. I think tho acreage of j park wno 

30 acro3. 

0 30 acres? 

A If my memory serves me. 

Q I take it tho rest of tho acreage was sprinkl 

ed throughout tho development? 

A Yes. 

0 Was it tho intention of tho Mitchell Field 

Dovolopmont Corp. to engage in any othor land swaps besides 
tho one concerning tho 66 acre park? 

(Witness examines documont.) 

Q (continuing) I rofor you to Pages 24 and 25. 

A Wo11r the reference on Pago 24 to Nassau Green is 

tho park I was referring to, which I think is 30 acres. I 
am not suro. I don't recall that figure. 

Q Do you recall any discussion by the corpora¬ 

tion with regard to changing tho land which tho Federal 
Government had retained for a Fedoral Office Building? 

A Yes. Tho Federal land was located on tho Northwest 

portion of Mitcholl Field. And wo were very interested in 
cwf.pping off a part of that land with tho Federal Governi?ent 
and to locato our Commerce and Industry section in that 
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area and have tho Federal novomnent move South on Oak 
Stroet for tho Foot Office that was being spoken about at 
that time. And we negotiated quita a bit with tho Federal 
Government to do that. 

Q Do you know whothar that nwap in fact has 

taken placo? 

A I don't boliova that swap has, but another has. 

q \fhat owap aro you aware of? 

A I undorotand that tho Fodoral Govornnont and Nassau 


County havo oxchangod portions of land no that tho Fodcral 
Government now hart frontage on Stcwnrt Avonuo, and tho 
parcel they formerly had on Oak Street is now with the 
county. But I am not certain of that. That is just banod 
on newnpapor reports. 

0 During tho time that you woro having negotia¬ 

tions with tho Fodcral Govarnrnont on behalf of tho corporat on 
with rogard to tho first land swap you refer to, did tho ; 
Fodoral Government give you any indication that it was not 
rocoptivo to a county proposod swapping. 

A Do, quit© tho contrnry. 

Q How, with regard to tho question of housing 

at Mitcholl Field, did tho Mitcholl Fiold Development Corp. 
propoco that a specific number of units bo constructed at 

Mitcholl Fiold. 

(otf * 








3 Swooney-diroct/Thompson 115H 

A Yea, I think it waa 1700 units which we called for 

in our firat phaoo construction. 

Q And with regard to the 1700 units, vrore they 

to bo for any particular economic group? 

A They were to bo for throo economic groups, luxury, 

middlo incorvo and low income. 

\ 

Q And was thoro any suggestion made by the 

corporation aa to how the 1700 units nhould bo divided be- 
woon those three groups? 

A Our fooling wan that it should bo approximately a 

one third split. 

Q One third luxury? 

A Ono third in each category. 

Q With regard to tho split did the corporation 

also nako any roconnondationn concerning how tho individual 
unito chould bo constructed in rolation to each other. 

A In termo of types of rooidonto? 

Q YOS. 

A Well, wo felt strongly that there shouldn't ho 

created separata buildings for low incoma, and then onothor 
building for high income, and ghettoize tho different oconorjic 
levels, and that wo folt the vertical dovolopment would bo 
douirablo, and that was tho area wo wero looking into, naneiy, 
you would have a certain number of apartments in each building 

(X 
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which would bo luxury, a certain number for niddlo income 
and a certain number of low income. _ 

Q Is that what you mean bo vertical mix? 

A Yes. 

Q Not#, in terns of the development of the 

housing did the corporation make any recommendation with 
regard to the height of tho units to be constructed? 

A You. Wo ware very conoitivo to tho ouention of 

hoight in Nassau County and folt that wo should recommend 
hoights consistent with that sensitivity of economic feasibili¬ 
ty. So tho original recommendation was that nothing should 
oxccod 14 storios. And tho reason 14 stories was selected 
was somewhat arbitrary, bocauso that is the exintlno hoight 
of tho Ilofotra Towers on tho Southwest portion of tho 
Mitcholl Fiold property. 

Wo subsequently reduced that hoight sugges¬ 
tion to a hundred foot. And tho reason for reducing it to 
a hundred fcot was that wo still believed that wo could 
have an economically foasiblo project within that height 
limitation — and tho figuro of a hundred foot is tho 
hoight limitation presently existing in the Town of iTcnpste.' 1 d 
Commercial Zone. So a private developer who today has a 
parcel zoned commercial in the Town of Honpatoad could have 
built to the height of one hundred feet. 
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Q Now* during tho time the corporation was 

working on ito proposals with regard to housing at Mitcholl 
Field did you havo occasion to consult with other members 
of tho County Board of Supervisors or with tho County 
Brocutivo? 

A Yos. I made it a policy to consult regularly with 


both tho County Executive and tho proalding supervisor of 
tho Town of Ilompotoad. 

0 That of courco was Mr. Cano? 

A Yes. That in not to say I did not consult with tho 

other supervisors. I did. 

flat sinco this was a co-sponsored corporatioji 

of tho Tcvm of Ilompstoad, County of Nassau* I folt a partic 
responsibility to keep tho senior elected officials of those 


ilar 


municipalities informed ns to our activities. 

Q Now, again with rogard to the proposals of 

housing at ?Utcholl Fiold, do you recall how the initial 


phano proposal for 1700 units was arrived fit? 

A No* 1 was not involved in that. 

Q In making these proposals with regard to 

housing at Mitcholl Field was tho corporation awnro of 
tho nood for houoing in Nassau County? 

A Oh* eortainly. 

Q In toms of dealing with the need for housing 


(o3l a. 
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in Nassau County did you roly on particular studion? 

A All of the otudieo of all of the planning ftoonoioo 

I referred to earlier. 

Q Uould that bo by-county? 

A Yes, by-county and other a. 

Q In terms of need, vac it tho corporations 

intent to try to oolvo tho county'c houcing need ot ?'.itchol . 
Field? 

A Oh, no, couldn't do that. Mo intention of doing 

that ot all. 

Q Did tho corporation over make nr.y ouggestion 

with regard to tho need to moot tho housing in both Mitchnl L 
riold end oloowhero in tho county? 

A Yes. 

0 Lot mo direct your attention to a document 

entitled Nassau Contor Interim Report October, 1970. 

Arc you familiar with that doewaont? / 

A Yoo. 

0 VJhat io that document? 

A This was a report that \:o put together for distribu¬ 
tion to anyono who indicated an interest in what Mitchell 

Field was, or what it wan a’>out. It is really a hintory 
of Mteholl ricld up to that date that you mention, and i.lu . 
como indication of what our futxiro intentions were. 

(erb & Ow 
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Q Io thoro n section in that dealing with 

housing? 

(V7itnoss examinen document.) 

Q (continuing) Page 10. 

A Ton? 

0 Yea. 

A ' 1 aa oorry, yoa. 

0 Doan that ntatemont on housing net forth 

tha corporations position on housing at Mitoholl Piold r.n 
of October, 1970? 

A Yoa. 

MRS. THOMPSONt I would like to offer 
it in ovidonca. 

MR. JAnr/iiu I hnvo no objection. 


THE CLERKt All right, it will bo narked 


plaintiff's Exhibit 59 in evidence. 

(So narked.) 

(Document referred to io rocolvnd nnd 
marked Plaintiff's Exhibit 59 in evidence.) 

BY MRS. THOMPSONi 

Q Now, lot no diroct you to the stntonont on 

Pago 10 of Hasnuu Center Interin Roport. 

Would you rend that statement with regard 
to housing and tell no whothor it oumnarizoo the corporatio 
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position with regard to housing at liiteholl Pield. 

A Do you want no to road it aloud? 

Q Yos. 

A "The corporation ir. committed to doing its sharo 

toward relieving the county's housing crisis. Wo have* 
proposed tha inclusion oi! housing at Uaosau Center and 
continue to do so. Wo are cognisant/ however, that the 
entire county housing problem cannot, should not, and will 
not he solved at Mitchell Field, and that additional solu¬ 
tions are necessary." 

0 Would that wumnrisso the corporations poniti< 

with regard to hounincr at Mitchell Field? ' 

A In a general sense, yea. 

(continued on next nnr/») 
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q You have indicated earlier that you 

joined the Mitchell Field Development Corporation an 
of the time the Masr.au Center document was released? 


A Yes. 

q V7as that Nassau Center document distrib¬ 

uted to the public? , 

A Yen. 

q Or any public hearings held on that 

document? 

A On this document? 

Public hearings were held subsequent to tho 

iccuancc uf thin document. 

q When wore those hearings held? 

A I don't recall the month. It wan, I guess, 

somev.'hcro around June or July, in the nunrnor of 
1969. 

q Wore you present at tho hearings? 

A I conducted then. 

q Do you recall how many hearings were 

held? 

A I bolievo thoro were three. 

q VThat was tho purpose of those hearings? 

A Well, the purpose of those hearings was to 

got the feeling of the community on the recommendations 

k>3£«- 
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Sveenoy-diroct 

that had boon mdo, no that vc could hotter proceed 

in tho implementation phase. 

Q t;ov, \/hen you speak of an implementation 

phase, did you consider that tho corporation was in a 
particular implementation phacc? 

A Well, wo folt that — 

q — throuqh tho 19C9 hearings? 

A Yen, that in true — vo felt that thin won tho 

planning star©. And we lcokod to a five-year construc¬ 
tion period tcvnrd tho initial phase construction. 

Q I take it thceo hearingo, then, vero 

to help tho corporation determine public reaction and 
proposalo in preparation Cor implementing a plan? 

Is that correct? 

A Yen. 

q At thoeo hearings, did tho corporation 

itnelf make any ntatenonts or any prenentationo? 

A MO. 

Q Who did nvako pmontaticno at thooo 

hearings? 

A well, wo notified everyone who had over indicatod 

to uo an in tercet in tho Mitchell Field Povelcnr.nnt 

which nemos wo had in our files, plus all of the 
groups that we felt would have some interest, even 


(ol>lo CL 
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if thoy had not contacted uo, ouch aa cehool dictricfo 
and tho local fire departments, civic esacciationa, 
tliingo of that naturo. And vo also tooknda in various 
nowapapora, indicating that tho hearingo would bo held. 

Bo I would think wo gave protty general information 

that vo wero going to hold tho 3 o hearingo. 

q Were thoao hoaringo woll attendod? 

A Yo 3 , I would cay they vero protty woll attended. 

q Do you know whether tho hoaringo varo 

held during tho day or during tho evening? 

A rty recollection io that vo had a ono-night 

meeting and we had two day meetings. 

Q now, wno each ono of thano maotinga opu,i 

to tho public? 

A Oh, yoo. 

q All throe meetings wero held at tho catr.o 

placo? 

A Tho Game placo, ganorally, but a different 

placo, specifically. Thoy voro all held at tho Nassau 
Community College, but In differont facilities on that 

ccr.pus. 

q Of tho threo mcotinga, wao any ono or tvo 

of tho mcctinga batter attondod than the othorc? 

A Tho night meeting, ao uoual, van noro attended. 
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Zt WQO. 

Q Now, with regard to the night meeting, 

was thic a largo mooting? 

A You. 

Q Do you recall approximately how many 

people vero precant? 

A oh, I would think there had to ba 400 or 500 

pecplo in that room. 

Q And could you deacribo for tho Court what 

took place during that mooting? 

MR. JASPAHt If your Honor ploaco, 
como of the gucctionn varo allowed and 
BoiTuj wera objected to. There wore a lot of 
pcoplo thoro. And uemu of then wore angry. 

THE COURT : Do wo have to go evor 
thio again? We have gono through t'nia 
meeting now five or oix tinaa. It doesn't 
make any difforor.ee. I as3umo ha night add 
ono noro person or oubtract on3 rr.oro paraon. 

X don't know. Or ho nay have a little loss 
or a littlo more screaming. I really don't 
knew that, either. But we know they had a 
meeting, and vo know thoy had problems at 
the mooting. 
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I 

> 

I 



2 


KS. THOMPSON; Probably v:o have hnd 

3 


only ono reference to thin particular 

4 


noctln^. 

5 


Tin: COURTt All right, x don’t v.ant 

6 


to bo accused of not permitting you to 

7 


place it In evidence. Co ahead. 

8 


r.s. TKCMrrO’J: It vill be very r.hort. 

9 

BY 

MS. THOMPSOlIs 

10 


q YOU chaired this moating, did you n 

11 

A 

yes. 

12 


p Did you hevo any difficult/ ^ ’ 

13 

incr 

order at the jp.etiting? 

14 

A 

Yen, X did. 

15 


MR. JAHiVdl: I object. It iu not 

16 


material. They night have objected to a 

17 


library. 

18 


Tim COURT; Ycr». You eee, that in one 

19 


of tlio problem, a* to t*" 00 Ic 

20 


could be that they bscar.e unruly for n 

21 


number of reasons. and nothing really to 

22 


do with what the format woo to bo that 

23 


night. And that la true of many, many 

24 


ocotlnyo. I have gone to fu-.erican bog Ion 

25 


mootings - X have done that many tines - 
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A "Without any question tho strongest opposition was 


• 

3 

to low and niddlo incono housing and in particular to the 



4 

construction of an eight building 1200 unit complex south 


C 

5 

of Hempstead Turnpibo. Homo public leaders and individuals 



6 

express vigorous opposition to development of thin scale 



7 

within that area. They strongly protest it on tho basin 



8 

of what it would do to the tax ratos, school system, and 



9 

social structure of their community. 



10 

An answering statement wan made by represent 

t- 


11 

tives of tha 1IAACP and Mansau Council of Churches. They 


'• 

12 

urged a reasonable consideration of a clonrly recognisable 



13 

need for low and middle income housing in Mansau County and 



14 

with a suggestioncf why not at Mitcholl field." 



15 

Q In writing the statement which you just read 


t 

16 

vero }ou basing your statements at what occiirrod nt tho 

1 


17 

public meetings which you referred to? 

i 

* 

18 

A Yes. 

/ 

1 


19 

Q Mow, during thoao neetinas witli the reproson 

I 


20 

tiveo from the NAACP and tho Macn.au Council of Churches, 

• 

* 


21 

when they made their statement!*, were those statements 

1 

f 

• • 

22 

interrupted by people in tho audience. 

I 

1 


23 

MR. JA5PAM: Your Honor, that in tho sane 



24 

again of what happened and what the pooelo did. 


• 

25 

THE COURTi Yoa. He has answorod that 




i 



I 
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several tines. 


A Yes. 

Q In your otntenent from which you just read 

v/hcn you spoke of: 


"...they ntrongly protested on the basin 
of what it would do to the tax rates, school system and 
social structure of their community..." vrhat do you mean 
whon you referred to the "social structure of thoir comnuni 
HR. JA5PAH: If your Honor plonso, what 
tho question implies is the witneas should state 
what other people said at tho mooting. That 


‘•y" 


wan ruled out once before. 

THE COURT: Ten. 

q Mr. Sweeney, did you have a particular under 

standing of what people noant when they referred to tho 

social structure of thoir community. 

MR. JAEPAU: That is asking a question 

in another way. 

THE COURT: Yen. That's a bad question. 

0 During tho public hearings which wore held 

when people protested on tho basis of what housing xrould 
do the social structure of thoir community, did you under¬ 
stand whot they wore talking about. 


HR. JAEPAU: Your Honor has ruled three 

4 > 4-0 a- 
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times now on this ejection. 


THE COURTt I don't oven understand 


the question. Did ha understand what they 


worn talking about? That doesn't make nenee. 

!U1. JACPAHi If your honor ole a no, if 
counsal in trying to got tho witness to onv that 
some people said they didn't want blacks in the 
community, and T do not nay that that wan said, 
it wouldn't be binding on the county. It would 
bo no proof that anything wo are doing hero its 


motivated — 

TIIE COURT* tfhy don't you nnk n direct 
quostion. Why do you have to go through this 
businonn, although I an not ntopping it. 

0 Hid tho people at tho hearing any they objee 


od to housing at Uitchall Field? 


Y(S3. 


THE COURT* That's all. 


What roasonn did they give? 

TITE COURTi That you can't do. Tho 


reasons aren't material. 


Did anyone env anything that vou can 
recall with reference to tho typo housing they 
objected to? Any statement that you hoard from 


t'fl 


CL 









"T 


Sweeney-direct/Thonpson 1175 

anyone? 

THE WITNESS s No/ not specifically. 

THE COURT: That's the question and thoro 
Is no objection. You arcs not asking for the 
operation of his mind. 

»Y MRS. THOMSON: 

q Lot me again direct your attention to tho 

public hearing and to tho report which you wrote thereafter, 
On tho basis of tho public hearings did tho 
Mitcholl field Development Corp. change any of Its recom¬ 
mendations with regard to that phase of tho development 

at Mitcholl Field? 

A Yos wo did. 

Q And what changes did you rake? 

A Vfn indicated that the construction of the hotel and 

tho throo office structures near tho Coliseum, and the orfi 
structures on Gtowart Avenuo should commence immediately, 
and that wo planned — should commence within nino months 
rathor —- and we hoped for completion by early 1071 of 
those facilities. 

v; e also made the recommendation at thin 
point that hoight bo limited to 100 foot to coincide with 
tho coning of tho Town of Hempstead, and that v’o continue 
tho study of tho novoral other natters that had boon part 

C^oL «- 
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of tho total phase on© construction including the housing 


question. 


I night orplnin where our position was at 


that tine. As we had indicated in our report we had a phao' 
on© and what was included in tho phase one v?as listed in 
the report. Thin subsequent report lints the priorities 
that we wore trying to givo within phase one. So that we 
felt that tho construction of those commercial facilities 
in phase one should he undertaken first before v© "Ot into 


the other. 


Did you establish the priorities on tho 


basis of tho ©©position to housing which had been voiced at 
tho public hearings? 

A That was cortainlv part of it. 

q How, after the July, 19*9 report was issued 

what steps did tho Mitcholl Field Poveloonent Corp. take 
to implement those recommendations? 

A Well, this report was sent to the County Executive 

and tho marchers of the Board of Supervisors. 

It van a direct recommendation to them for 
this action. Hone of it was ever accented or approved, T 


nhould say. 


Do you know whether it was formally proposed 


to tho Board of SuporvJnors? 

(o'Vb a- 
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A Thla was sent to then, yo3. 

q Old there cone a tine when the Mitchell riol' 

Development Corp. waa dicsolvcd? 

A Yea. 

q whon wa a it dissolved? 

* I think in the Spring of 1971 if "Y r.orvot 

mo well* 

q And did the Mitchell Field Development Cor?, 

itself cone to the conclusion that it should dissolve? 

A Ho. We wore requested to dissolve by the Inc\nbcni 

County Executive, Ralph Caso at that tine indicating that 
it was his intention that planning and dovelopnent of ’'itch j11 
Field should be tnkon over directly by the county. Faced 
with that, and that bolng our only responsibility, that wan 
our only route to take. 

q At the tine the corporation woo going throua 

dissolution did you youraolf r.ect with any particular 
members of tho County Administration who would be taking 
over tho corporation functions? 

A Oh, yes. 

0 With whon did you meet? 

A Janos Wells, whoso Commission of Commerce and 

Industry; Fred Schroodor who i3 tho individual assigned 
the responsibility of Mitchell Field specifically under 


(o^ 


CL 
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Jin Uello, and a number of other people* that thoy had with 

then whose namaa I don't recall. 

q During the transition period did you have 

any occasion to ncct with then County Executive Elect Ceso 
to bring him up-to-data on what the Mitchell riold Develop- 

want Corp. was doing? 

A I don't Know if we not specifically for that pur¬ 

pose. But wo had nnvoral neotingn as to how thio would 

occur and how thin would v.ork out. 

0 Did Mr. Cato nako any conmontn to you with 

regards to his feelings concerning tho work which the 
Mitchell riold Development Corp. had accomplished? 

TV Concerning tho work? 

Q Yoa. 

; v All of the olectcd officials woro laudatory on the 

work we had done and woro ploar.ed with the efforts that 
tho newborn of tho Board of Directors had expended. Vhat 

waa about their Coalings. 

MBS. TlIOMPBOMx I have no furthar 


questions. 


(continued on noxt pago) 
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In Nassau. 

BY MR. JACPAH: 

q Vine there come talk about Uniting the 

development of tho Naroau Center to ten percent of the 
land coverage, thereby maintaining the suburban character? 
A There wasn't some talk) that vraa one of tho gu.-c.ng 

precepts of tho plan that ve published. 

q And it vras in your July# 1969, roport, wan 

it not? 


A Kell, it's also in tho earlier report. 

q So what did you mean by cuburbon character? 

A Tho openness, tho open feeling. Moat people xcol 

that if you covor » let of tho ground with building 
structures, you can't coo open cpaco, then you ve* got 
tho city fooling, whereas if you havo open space inbo- 
twoon, whore you've got open area and freedom fren 
movement, you'vo got a suburban feeling. That wan tho 

intontion. 

q Isn't it a fact that a lot of tho people 

who , ived in tho county and in the aron wanted a suburban 
character to thoir community? 

A Absolutely. 


And isn't that the ground upon which thoy 


4 U&1 
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HRS. THO*!PSONt Mr. Purcell. 

FRANCIS T. PURCELL , called no a witness, 

having been first duly mrom by the Clerk of 
the Court, wna examined and testified as followsi 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MRS. THOMPSON! 

0 Mr. Purcell, it'o true, in it not, that you aro 

presiding supervisor of the Town of Hcnpr.toad? 

\ Yob, na'nn. 

0 Could you describe briefly for the Court, what 

the role of the presiding supervisor is? 

A I v/ould nnv it would be comparable to perhaps the mavor 

in any other community. The presiding supervisor 'a name Ik 
a traditional name that's gone with the town for many yearn, 
but I would say basically for those who nre not familiar with 
it, it would be similar to a mayor in a city. 

0 In your capacity an ornsidina supervisor, do you 

preside over meetings of tho Town Board? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you also have a vote on tho Town Board? 

A Yes. 

Q Do any County responsibilities eo with the job 

|of being Presiding Supervisor of tho Town of Hempstead? 

|A With the structure of our government in Nassau County, 
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5 pur.cn ll - direct 

(C'uestion read.) 

Tim WITUPSP: Uov , you are asking no if T~- 
HR. JAr.PAU: I object to the — v/ftit ft 
minute, Hr. Purcell. I object to the question. 

There in no foundation in fact for this question 
that I con recall. 

TUP COURT: There is not any proof of 
that. Potter mho it more factual if that's 
so. 

PY *'pq . T'VV'PPOM : 

o rr. Purcell, it's true, is it not that in 

1970 the Department of I’ousino and Urban Development inci- 
cated to tho bousing Authority of the "cv;n of Hempstead 
that it was concerned with the fact that the tov:n had been 
building larga numbers of senior citizen units and relatively 
few fanily units of • subsidized housing? 

A Well, senior citizen housing is low-incore housing. 

q Isn't it true that the Department of bousing 

and Urban Development told the Town of Hempstead that it weo 
concerned about an inbalance between senior citizen housing 


and farily housing, both low-incone housing? 

T thinV. they were indicating that rorornlly nationwide 
that the housing program wan lagging, and I suppose we were 
part of the recipients of that criticism, but it wasn't 
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confined .pacifically to ns in the town , because we had been 

doing quite a few things. 

The fact is we have done a great deal more in the 

town than a lot of other communities did. 

Dut I think their criticise was generally all over the 

nation. 

q With regard to the program, which Mr. Caso 

cade concerning scatter-site housing in the Town of Herpstoad, 
it's true» is it not that Mr. Caso was proposing turnkey 

housing? 

A he was proposing that? Is that your question? 

Q Yea, was ho proposing that? 

A I think it was part of the concept. And I don't know 

Whether it was exactly his idea. I think it was recorren- 
dations by the Federal Govomrent that turnkey housing 
was much easier to build because of the fact that you could 
got contractors to core in and do it core speedily. 

So I think wo went into turnkey operations because 
wo rocognized that things could be accomplished more - and 
it did speed up our program in tho senior citizen housing. 

Q could you describe briefly whot turnkey housing 


JLU * 

a Yes, it's a concept, and a good idea that the builders 

build it and then turn tho V. a essentially over to the town, 

(o 
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? Purcell - direct 

rather than the town be involved in the building of it and 
the Ruporvicion. 

I„ other words, when it ia ready to be accepted, the 
town takes it within the framework of its housing authority. 

nut the basic concept was Just one of core convenience 

than anythin, else, to rove a project tore rapidly. 

One of the big problems in housing has been the 

tremendous redtape that's been Involved to get it built. 
q And tho turnkey program vac a low-incoro 

houoing program, vos it not? 

A well, it could be any kind of a program. Turnkey 

1„ only a concept, so it could apply to low-income, middle- 

a minn nf courco , to senior citirt.no, 
incor.iO housing alao, and al , 

which X must emphasise ia low-income housing. 

Q sens, With regard to MR. Caso' a s^ttor-eito 

program, that program focused on low-income housing for 
families, didn't it? 

R i would say that was the basic thrust of it, yes. 

Q Mow, in terms of tho scatter-sites, it's also 

true, le it not that the aites set forth by Mr. Caso ware 
in aroao which wore not areee of minority concentration? 

A Hot aroas of minority concentration. I would say 

that more were not in minority aroao than were, yes, but ther 
is an overlapping, and because of the nature of our town, 

I LSO a 
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KO have a unique situation in that in many placet, in a 
community, thorn could bo a minority concentration and atill 
b0 a - and I often wondered about this word -minority-, 
minority of what? bet'a get it down to that, minority of 
what; whot c'o you rena? 

Q Specifically, worn theae in sites and areas 

which had concentrations of bJack and Spanish-speaking 
poopio? 

ft Wore they or were they not? 

0 It’n true that — 

n well, I would say onca again you don't understand 

the aroa. Wo have concentrations of black poopio in 
communities and yet they arc white communities, so- see 
„e have a groat deal of mixture of people in our town. 

We have 72 percent of the black people in tho Town 
of Hempstead of all of the County of Nassau, so we're 
well aware - we're - our direction of integration 

has been a great deal better than most othor parts of the 

nation. 

In fact. If tho whole nation had moved as wo had 
moved in the Town of Hempstead, and specifically in the 
Town of Hempstead, this nation wou!d be on the rlcht tours 


the ro. 


so it's hard to uatagorixo just what you oro saying 
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q Well, it'c true, is it not that the -oun of 

llEMpstcad has in its total population loos than fiv e porcont 
of its total population black? 

* Wo have 72 porcont of tho black people of the County 

ln our connunity, and I would say that wo aro probably 
five porcont plus or r.inus of - of black people, yes. 

q It also is true, is it not, that there are 

areas of black and Epanlsh-speeking racial concentration 
in tho Town of Hempstead? 

A Yes, Within white ccssr.unities, though. And 1 think 

that's important to emphasize that. 
q And — 

h The concentration of the black people in certain 

corse unities has been of their own choosing and something 
that they haven't boon pushed into because they have 
their own right to buy those hones in that connunity. 

interesting to note that 65 percent of the black 
people in our term own their own horcs. r.o they didn't 
ghettoize theiraelves, you know, by force, they gnottoizod 

thonoolvoa by choice. 

A „d I think this ia important to recognize that. 

0 Mow, Mr. pt'recll, when you speak of the areas 

of black concentration within the white cer.nunlty of the 
town, what areas aro you referring to? 
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* X would say that the concentration In Hempstead, 

Freeport, Roosevelt, Inwood and Fniondalo are Primarily where 
the - and Lakovlew, which is part of my community. That's 

the largest concentration of black people. 

q t!o w, do you know whether the Case scattor-sito 

program proposed any sites to be developed In the black 
areas in any of the communities which you have Just described, 

^ Yes , it did. 

Exhibit 33 and ask 

Q Let ne show you Plaintiff a uxnaux 

yea to identify which of the sites were in areas with black 

concentration? 

A Well, I know that in Vr. Case's program of 700 units 

three or four hundred of then ware in the Village of 

. j „ annfrrii It was an crroncouol 
Hempstead, over which we had no control. 

portion of the report. 

put the village of Hempstead would be one of them. 

The 3ellenore one. which is alto No. 1. led I think it is 
one of those which we tried to move head en. 1 believe 
that in that particular area that there probably were some 
black people living there but it certainly wasn't what «e 
would call a black community, it was an integrated community, 
in noaford there is a white community predominantly. 
Thn second one in f.caford is also predomlnsntly white. 

worth Dcllemore site 7,0. 4, Site No. 4 would be 
more categorized as I put the first one, where there were 

id^P^O. 
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some black pooplo, but the first ono would have boen a pre- 
dominantly white community. 

Site Ho. 5 \ould be — 

q Pathor than noinq through all the sitoa 

A Yeo, right. 

0 — con you oinply identify thooe that warn in 

nreoo of minority concentration? 

A Wall, you used that otnteront and you keep repeating 

it but I don't think that'c a proper catagoriration of 
minority concentration. How, you nro talking about black 

minority, I annum©. 

q nl/ick or Pponish-npoaking. 

A Yon. There in ono here in Hoonevolt. There io two 

in noon© vo It which are predominantly black communities . 

Tnn C011P.T: Ml right, we will nu3pond. 

(P.econn taken. Time noted: 11:40 o'clock n.m,) 


(continued next page.) 
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Q Mr. Purcell, I gather from what you were saying | 

in goinq through the sites proposed by Mr. Caso for hia scatter- 
type program that the cites v.'ero all to be in areas wnich v/ere 
predominantly white, or in areas of racial integration; would 
that be correct? 

A You will have to say that again, Lois. I don't get the 

point you are making. Would you give mo the list back again, 
please. 

0 I'm simply asking — 

A I don't quite get the point you are trying to make. Cay 

that again. 


Q What I an trying to do is determine whether all 

of the cites are in areas which are cither predominantly white 
or in integrated neighborhoods? 

A Well , this is all v/e have in the town , either predomin¬ 

antly white, or integrated, so the answer would bo yes. 

0 Fine. Are you aware of the fact that in tho ear], 

part of 1971, the town Housing Authority sought to move forward 
with the proposal concerning the North Lelr.ore site? 

A Very much aware of it. 

0 Did you in fact attend the meeting which was helt 

in North lielmorc to inform the community about the proposal. 

A No , I did not. 

Q How did you becono aware of the offort to move 
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forward with tho proposal? 

A I would hopo that I would know what the Housing Author¬ 

ity is doing. I think that would be the answer. 

q Did you neat with representatives of the Housing 

Authority after that neeting? 

h After the rooting? With representatives of the Housing 

Authority, after the mooting? Probaoly did, ye3. I — I voul<jl 
any that wo did talk generally about policy, so tho answer wou 
probably bo yea. 

Q Did membern of tho Housing Authority inform you 

of the opposition which the proixssal received at tho meeting? 

A They didn't have to inform r/a. In all my years as a 

political leader and ns an elected official , no subject ever 
caused as nuick a x’eaction in a community as that particular 
subject did. 

q When you talk about as quick a reaction -- 

A Right. 

Q (continuing) — did you personally bccoma aware 

of that reaction? 

A Certainly. 

q How did you become aware of it? 

A By my Executive Assistant, Mr. Kraus , who told r.e tnat 

tho mall waj pouring in on thi3 particular subject. 

Now, I don't read every lettor, but in this particular 
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case I did read every letter. 

Q And were those letters letters-in opposition to 

the proposal? 

A 90 and one-half percent opposition to it. 

Q Now, after receiving thoso letters, and after 

the town Housing Authority conducted the meeting, did you 
attend any neetings with representativo3 of the Housing 
Authority at which you discussed policy concerning Mr. Caso'o 
scatter-sito proposal? 

A I beliovo I did, yes. 

Q And it's true, is it not, that shortly thereafter 

the scattor-aito proposal was dead? 

A I nover bolioved in tho concept in tho first place. 

Q What I'm asking you, though, is something olses 

In it true that shortly thereafter tho scatter-aito proposal 
was abandoned? 

A I would say yes, it wao. 

Q Were there any other attempts of which you arc 

aware by the town of Hempstead Housing Authority to go ahead 
with tho scatter-sito proposal, other than in the Worth Belmor 
area? 

A I would say that there wore some rusiors around town 

that this was going to go into otnor areas. It became known 
that down in tho Woodmero area that there were some thoughts 

(o^ 1 4 
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of going down thoro. And I attended a mooting down thero at 
which there was a largo turnout of people vh<Twere opposed to 

tho Bcatter-3ite typo of housing. 

q And it’n true, is it not, that at that meeting 

you assured the Woodmero residents that there would not bo any 

scatter-site public housing placed in their neighborhood? 

A I did. As long as I was in office. 

q Thon, would it be truo that after one attempt to 

go forward with the ten-unit cite in Worth Beliooro, the whole 

700-units plan was abandoned? 

A Well, number one, tho whole 700 


Firot answer my question. 


Yon. 


Okay, 


A Well, X will answer tho question, but lot a you knov, 

lot'c keep tho facts Btraight. Tho whole 700 wore not in Urn 
control of tho town of lienpstoad. I think that point should 
bo very, very importantly mado. Because several hundred of 
tho units were in tho village of Hempstead, over which we nave 

no control and no jurisdiction. 

This wan one of the points that I pointed — I pointed 
thin out to Mr. Cnso in the original release, but tho relcaoo 
had gone out alroady. But thero wore oovoral nundred of tno 
units that were in tho village of Hempstead, and not in the 
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town of Hempstead, or under my control, or tnu town board's 

v— 

control. 

How, what was your question? I'll answer it. 
q V?ould it bo true, though, that aftor the attampt 

to go forward with the ten units at Horth boluore, the town 
of Hempstead abandoned tho program, at least bo much of that 
program as was under its control? 

A I would say yes. 

0 You indicated a inomont ago that you had novor 

been a proponent of the scatter-site program, is that correct? 

A Ho , that's right. 

Q Did you actually oppooo that program? 

A If anybody asked mo about it, I told them I did not 

believe in tho concopt. And if you want mo to go into tho 

reasons, why, I'll bo glad to, 

q And why did you oppose tho concept? 

A Well, number ono, tho -- the whole concept of low-inccmi 

housing in this country has been a national calamity. And tho 
people have become more and r.oro awaro of it ao time has gone 
on, because of the tax abatements that had to bo given to mako 

those kind of projects feasible. 

How, in the oarly days of the low-income housing, tho 
pooplo didn't understand — and a lot of elected officials 
didn't understand this) and I found this out on June 12 when 
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I went to Washington, that the people in Washington didn’t 
understand either the tremendous tax relief that had to bo 
given in order to make low-income housing. 

So tho people in the community were becoming more and 
moro knowledgeable about it. And thoy recognized that the — 
in order to make it work, the tax abatements must be given, 
and this is why there has been such great resistance to it, 
not only in the town of Hempstead, but nationwide. 

q It'a true, is it not, that tho sonior citizens 

housing which has been constructed by tho town of Hempstead, 
and which io now being pursued by tho town of Hempstead, requi: 

tax abatonenta? 

A You, it doon. 

Q And it's true, io it not, that sonior citizens 

generate garbage, roquiro water, uso sowers? 

A Yes, thoy do, but you — but let's go a little bit 

f.irthor, though. 


Okay. 


First, let mo ask you a question. 


It*8 true, io it not, that those municipal 


services have to be paid for by taxes? 

A Yos, they do. 

It is also truo, though, that they — 
Q You have no question. 
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q And it's true , is it not, that the Department of 

Housing t. Urban Davelopnent informed you that they were con¬ 
cerned that family housing be constructed because otherwise 
they felt that they would be in violation of tho civil rights 

act of 1068? 

A I don't know why they were afraid of it. I 1 hGVO 

no reason to know why they wore afraid of it. They were afraiji 

to make decisions. That's one of their probloms. 

q It's true, is it not, that tho senior citizens 

housing in the town of Hempstead is resided in primarily by 

whito people? 

A Yen. 

q And thoro is come low-incomo housing for families 

in tho town of Hampstead, is thoro not? 

A Yes. 

q And that's housing which is located in Inwood, 

ia that correct? 

A Also in Hompstoad, Rockville Center. 

q Excuse no. Right now I am talking about the 

housing under the jurisdiction of the town of Hempstead. 

A Well, it's under our jurisdiction in that there are 

tax abatements, which we must give as a town and a county, ana 
sitting on the Board of Supervisors, we have to give tax abate 
xnent both as a County and a Town, so in that respect it does 
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affect us In — in the town of Hempstead and the County of 
Nassau. 

Q Is that housing which is constructed by the town 

of Hor.pstead, housing /authority? 

A NO. 

Q Now, as to housing which is constructed by the 

town of Hempstead Housing Authority, there were or there are 
approximately 100 unit3 of family Housing Authority housing, 
are there not? 

A Yes. 

0 And it's true, io it not, that that housing is 

predominately occupied by black persons? 

A Yes. 

Q And did not the Department of Housing L Urban 

Dovolopcncnt tell you that it wished to 3ee the town of Hempstead 
construct more family housing for low-income persons, bocause 
it was concerned that the town of Hempstead provido noro hous¬ 
ing for black persona? 

MR. JASPAN: If your Honor pleases, that 
wasn't the testimony of the witness. The testi¬ 
mony of Mr. Green v/a3 that they were looking for 
noro houses in areas which were not racially 
impacted. 

THE COURT: That seamed to ba tho testimony. 

(p i/h O- 
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Q old Hr. Green tell you that ha was concerned 

about having family housing constructed in areas which were no : 

racially impacted? 

A H y communications with Hr. Green wore very minimal be¬ 

cause ho was running away from the responsibilities of his 
office to make decisions, and I - I would say that our corres 

pondonco and moetingo wore very minimal. 

Q Hell, isn't it a fact that Mr. Green had made a 

docioion, n decision not to fund further senior citizen 

lng for the town of Hempstead? 

A I assure that he made the dccloion, yes. 

q „ow, although you-ve Indicated that your eosmun- 

lcatlons with Hr. Green were minimi, in the course of those 
communications, did Hr. Green, or anyone acting on his benulf , 
ibform you that the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
was concerned that family housing in the town of Hempstead be 

built outside areas of minority concentration. 

A I think they indicated that they would like them to bo 

outside of areas of - of minority locations, yos. 

Q And is it true that Inwood is an area of roinorit: 

concentration? In it not? 

a HO, it is not. HO, no, it is not. Inwood 1. a 70 per- 

cent white community. 
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Q So in other words. Inwood would also bo a 30 

porcont minority community? 

A Well, what do you mean by minority? I moan, you know 

what — Who is the minority, what aro we aiming at hero? You 

r 

seem to bo inf looting that — that thore is a — something 
about the black people hore. I think you're entirely wrong 
in your observation. 

Wo have minorities of many groups within tho framework 
of our townt Ukraniano, Slavs, Armenians. 

Q You nentionod — 

A They aro minority groups, too. 

Q Mr. Purcell, you indicated a moment ago that you 

went to V7ashington on June 12, 19 72? 

A Yoa, ma'am. 

0 bo you recall testifying boforo the House Dankim 

and Currency Committee at that time? 

A Yes, yos, ma'am. Juno 12th. 

Q Do you recall tolling tho House banking and 

Currency Committee that Inv?ood is 30 percent black? 

A I said it was 30 parcent black just now. There's no 

donying the fact. 

But it's 70 percent white, co it's not a predominantly 
black community, and I think wo cnould mako that very clear. 
q During the time when, or at tho time when you 

«• 
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wera informs by the Dopartoent of Housing and Urban Development 
that it would not finance the 250 unite of senior citizen 
housing at Mitchell Field unless housing was constructed for 
families outside areas of minority concentration, you wrote a 
series of letters to then Secretary of 1IUD Romney, did you not* 


A Yob . 

q And did you request Mr. Romney to try f.nd gut 

you funding for the 250 units of senior citizen housing at 

Mitchell Field? 

A Yea, we did. 

Q And It's true, is it not, that Mr. Romney cup- 

portod Mr. Green'a pooition? 

A wall, I would hope that ho would. Ho wao evidcntally 

Dotting the policy. But I think wo wore trying to get the 
message over to him that he wao wrong. And I think Mr. Romney 
when ho quit, in tho Hew York Times on April 27th of last year 
— of this year, ho said it was a hundred billion dollar 
catastrope in this country, ho was right. And Mr. Romney 
recognized that tho Rousing Program as it's constituted tocay 
in this country is not going to work, and it's become very 
evident that it's not going to work. 
q How — 

A We were telling him ho wao wrong, and I think ho vua 

beginning to liaton. 

(0 (o (o ^ 










Notes fl 


Purcell - direct/Thorr.pson 


1223 


Mr. Purcell, excuse me. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Will you just answer my questions? 


Okay. 


Q Now, it's true, is it not, that when, after Mr. 

Romney backed up Hr. Green's position, you sought to put some 


political pressure on HUD to try and get that decision changed 


MR. HYMAN: Objection, your Honor. I 


objoct to the word "political." 


(continued on next page.) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 


DY !TxS. TIIOMPSOH: (Cent.) 

0 it*s true, is it not, that shortly after 

Mr. Romney becked up Mr. Green'3 position 3 committee of 

conics* bold hearing in the Town of Hempstead on senior 

citizen housing? 


Yon. 


Did you testify at thoso hearing? 


I believe that I did. 


And Mr. Green, of course, testified at those 


hearings? 


ft I think that he did, yes. 

o And it is true, is it not that shortly after 

those hearings a compromise was worked out between the 

Town of Herpstead and PCD? 

A yes, because they were, beginning to listen to me and 

that's the reason. And because of the facts that I pointed 
q Ex cu=o re, could you just answer my questions. 

MR. JASPA'I: If y° ur , ' onor f 10,90 ' 3h0 la 
asking questions, he has a right to finish. 

She only wants to hear what she wants to hear 

what ohc wants to hoar. 

THF. COURT: VJcll, ion't everybody the 


Bane? 
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MR. JASPAN: Yes, but we are not allowed 
to do that. 

THE COURT: All right, go head. 

Till' WITNESS: The answer to the question 
is: Recausa of the hearinos and because of tne 

hearing on June 12th in Washington, thoro were 
won-hero of that cowrit tec who told me that they 
never understood really just what it war, all 
about, and some of our congressmen — Mr. Javits 
cent a representative to oee re and Mr. Buckley 
sent representatives to r c 0 no and they frankly 
admitted that they didn’t understand just what 
the whole housing picture was in this community, 
and wo have focused on a problem which has been 
Y(,jry prevalent throughout tho nation • 

And we showed to them hen/ it does not work 

in a community such as houro. 

So that's why we had the results and wo 

did work out an agreement, yes. 

BY MRS. THOMPSON * 

q When you say that low-income housing didn t 

work in a community like yours, vhftt c*o you mean? 

A Tho answer is that when you take those tremendous 

tax abatements off them and the person down tho street has 
to pick up the tax bill for the person who is living on his 

(b£>? «. 
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block for nothing, this is when the people rico up in arn3. 

And they arc beginning to understand this. And this 
is what is wrong with the whole system. 

I ar not opposed to low-income housing and I nc\er 
have boon. And I have never been opposed to the black people 
coming in, because we have black people in our community, 
but when it i 3 done at the expense of other people then 
noi^obody 1 s got to stand up ano bo counted, 

q Nov;, Mr. Purcell, you have just 3 aicl that you 

don't bolievo in low-income housing because of the tax 
abatement. 

MR. JASPTN: Ho didn't nay that, ha said 
ho believes in low-income housing. 

THE WITNESS: I didn't say that at all. 

THE COURT: Ju3t a moron t. 

You wore listening to Mr. Hallman 

whispering y° ur ear ' but you woron,t 

listening to him. Ho didn't say that at all. 

That '3 not what ho said. 

All right. 

13Y MRS. THOMPSON: 

q Mr. Purcell, it was my understanding that you 

said you oppose low-income housing under the present program 
bocauoe of fhe tax abatement. 

(olO a 
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MR. JASPAU: Uo, he said thc P ro 9 ran is 


not working. 


VHE COURT: Let him answer. If he didn't 

5 say it ho con say so. 

6 BY MRS. THOMPSON: 

q In that not your position? 

6 a The pronran la not working. I «" opposed to It under 

9 the present setup, yes. hnd It Is not going to bo - and 

, 0 I made a statenont and It la in the record — It will not be 

„ eold under the present clrcuretnnccs because the public 
n is boconlno r.oro knowledgeable and recognises what it's 
13 doing to tho total community. 

n 0 Arc you aware of whether there is any Section 2:6 

15 in tho Tovm of Hempstead? 

A 236 in tho Town? There io very possibly sor.e within 

16 

tho framework of tho tovm, yes. 


Iio you know whether 236 housing requires 


tax abatement? 


Yen, it. does for a poriod of tiiro until adjustments 


can be nade. Yes. 


Q mow, you indicated earlier that you bolievad 

that when Pl’D approached the Tovm of Hempstead in 1970 
with regard to the ratio between family housing and senior 
citizon housing that that was part of a nationwide concern 

fall CL 
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on the behalf of the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development> am I stating your position correctly? 

A Yes, I think so. 

Q At the tirno when HUD informed you that it 

would not finance 250 additional units of senior citizens 
housing on Mitchell Fiold, are you aware of the fact whether 
HUD informed any other communities that it would not fund 


their — 


MR. HYMAN j Objection, your Honor, not 


relovant to the insue. 
q — senior citizons housing? 

THH COURT: Sustained. 

Q Mr. Purcell, there did come a timo when the 

Town of Hempstead lost its reservation for the 250 units 
of senior citizen housing, did there not? 

A I guess you might catagorizo it that way, yes. 

Q Do you know whether that reservation was given 

to the Town of Oyster Bay? 

A Itei not aware of it. 

0 You wore referring earlier to the tax abatements 

needed for low-income housing. 

Are you av/nro of the fact that Mr. Green took 
the position when he testified before the Committees to which 
you have just been referring that tho Town of Hempstead had 
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6 Purcell - direct 

shown a willingness to grant tax abatement for family 

housing v/hcn it was in areas of minority concentration? 

A That's — no. 

MR. JAT.P/vM: If your Honor please,she's 
ashing this witness who was not present in the 
courtroom as to the testimony of Hr. Green on 
a prior occasion. 

I don't think that that's appropriate. 

THE WITNESSi And the answer is, it isn't 

truo. 

Q What I was asking you was whether you woro 

aware of it? 

A Of Mr. Green's testimony? 

q Yes. 

A No, I am not aware of Mr. Green's testimony. 

0 Now, as you indicated earlier there did come 

a time when the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
in tho town of Hempstead onterod into an agreement which 
would have permitted the construction of 250 units of housing 
at Mitchell Field? 

A Right. 

0 And it also involved an agreement by tho Town 

of Hempstead to construct 75 units of family housing, didn t 
it? 

mi* 
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A Right. 

q Dc you know whero those 75 units will be 

constructed? 

A Do I know exactly? 

Q Yes. 

A Do. If they don't get around to giving us the money 

for it coon there won't bo any land left to put it anyplace. 
And the longer they wait the worse it's getting. So I 
couldn't tell you whore it's going to be bocauso wo don't 
control the land until we got the nonoy. 

Q Mr. PUrcoll, it's true, is it not that a sito 

has boon cot nolde for \:ho 250 units of aonior citizen 
housing? 

A Yea. 

Q It'o true, in it not, that 25 of tho 75 units 

family housing ore going to go into Inwood? 

A Well, this has not been firmed up at all because 

it’a vory possible that oven tho Inwood property could 

I 

disappear before tho nonoy cones through. 

Dut I would say that 25 of them going into Inwood 
would make good sense. 

0 Now, as to tho other fifty units, is it your 

testimony that at this point you have no idea whoro those 
fifty units will go? 

A YEb, that's right. 
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q And it would also bo correct that before 

entering into tho conprorieo with you, UUD did not require 
you to tell them where the fifty units 


q — would go? 

A No, they did not. No. 

Wo haven't gotton that monoy yet. 

q If you did have tho money today, vhora would 

tho fifty units go? 

m. JA5PANi I object, if your Honor ploaeo. 

THE COURTt Sustained. 

BY MRS. THOMPSON: 

0 Mr. Purcell, is it not the normal procoduro 

in applying for money from UUD to go to HUD with sites and 

then ask for tho money? 

A I. it normal? If you oro going to go into a project, 

yog. yob. But for singlo and Boparato ownership you wouldn' 

havo to do that. 

And I think then that wo have tho intent that wa 
would movo ahead with it because this is a program that 
I have boon advocating from the very beginning, to givo to 
pooplo — and I use the words very broadly, minority groups, 
bocauea I don't liko tha word minority groups - but to givo 
a. you catagorite minority group, a chanc. to own a hone of 
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9 Purcell - direct 

their own. __ 

This sticking people in ghetto-type outfits and projects 

puts then there for life. If they own their own hone with 

Federal help they will sore day then own the home all by 

thencelve3. 

And this is the way we are going to rove ahead with 
housing in this community. 

q Pro you saying then in torrs of the 50 unita 

outside of Inwood that it's your intention to purchase 
existing one-family units? 

A No, no, that's not the project at all. 

n Then, what is the project? 

A The project is to build them, not purchase then, 

ruild them. And there is no — no reason to catanorizc 
necessarily that the 25 will for sure go into Tnwood. 

q now the original scatter-sito proposal referred 

to 700 units of housing? 

A Hirht, 

q Pnd even assuring that a few hundred of them 

v/ould be in the Village of Hempstead, it would have left 
three or four hundred in the Town of Hempstead? 

A Pieht. 

o VJould that be correct? 

A That's right. 


Gib 










1233 . 


Purcell - direct 


Q And new the Departrent of Housing and Urban 

Development has agreed to letting the 250 units of housing 
bo constructed along with 75 units of family housing; isn't 
that correct? 

A V7o haven’t gotten the money yot. I don't beliove 

anything until we get the money. 

Q You do at this time have a reservation for that 

money, do you not? 

A Who has a reservation? 

Q Tho Town of Hempstead Mousing Authority. 

A Mas a — wo are hoping it will come through. 

0 Wouldn't you spy that tho Town of Hempstead 

has gotten off fairly easily in being allowed to reduce its 
commitment for family housing. 

THH COURT: Sustained, sustained, sustained. 
MRS. THOMPSON: Let me finish it. 

Q — from 700 to 75? 

THH COURT: You don't have to answer it. 

MR. JASPAM: You don't annwer it. 

Q Again, you indicated earlier that you had 

gone before tho House Conmittoo on — 

A Tho Central Panning and finance Committee. 


Tho House Hanking and Currency Committee — 


Right. 


(oil * 
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q _ with regard to the controvery between HUD 

and the Town of Hempstead concerning tax abatement. 

A Hot specifically, no. I went down to try to explain 

to then what the problems wore when you get do*.m to tho level 
that v;o' re at. That's why I wont devn. It wasn't because 

of our controvery between HUD and nysclf. 

And I think you should understand that Mr. Green and 
I sat next to each other in the State Assembly and I know 
Hr. Groon very well frenthe standpoint of his ability. 

Hut I didn't go down there criticizing, I went down 
there to try and show then what’s wrong with tho program, 

and I think I was very effective. 

n How, you were indicating boforo that unless 

you were able to rove quickly with the program to construct 
tho 250 and 75 unit 3 of housing that you will not have any 
sites to construct that housing, the fifty units; is taat 

correct? 

A We have — wo have very little land loft in tho 

Town of .lenpstead. That's one of our problems, we'ro tho 
root donsely populated town in the country. 

q How much vacant land is vacant in the Town 

of Hernstoad? 

i 

A I would say probably between four and a half and 

fiva percent of the land is left. 

G'IZcx. 


* 


t 










1 

2 

’) 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


1235 

12 Purcoll - direct 

Q And in that figure, are you including the 

v— 

vacant land at Mitchell Field? 

A Vacant land at Mitchell Filed? Yes, if you want 

to include 120 acre3, yc3. 

Q Are there only 130 acres at Mitchell Field 

which have not been built upon? 

A I would cay 129 or 130 acroa which have not been 

comittod for and then when you take off the roads and put 
in the sowers and things like that — that's why this whole 
thing to no in one of the biggest farces I have evor heard 
of boenuoo we're talking aloat corr.o little property in the 
final analynin that it's almost ludicrous to waste every¬ 
body's tine on it. 

The whole Mitchell Field thing — 

Q Mr. Purcell, there io no question before you. 

A Yea, okay. 

0 It's true, is it not, than, when you first 

wroto to Mr. Green to protest his decision to withhold funds 
for tho 250 units of senior citizen housing at Mitcholl Field, 
one of tho things which you pointed out to him was that the 
land at Mitcholl Field which had bean cot asido for the 
proposed senior citizon housing was relatively cheap land? 

A We could get it at a price which would be reasonably 

r 


25 


good, yes. 


6"7 9 q. 
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HR. JAHPAW : We have been through this 

many titles. 

THE COURT: Do v/e have to go through 

this? 

MR. JAR TAM: And to test his know ledge of 
what'o going on in the County, it would servo 
no purpose. 

7HR COURT: I don't sea any purpose to it. 

We have had every politician in Massou County 
core in and toll us what they ore going to do 
with Mitchell Field. 

I already know what they arc going to do 
with it. It's only a question of whether they're 
going to put none low-cost housing there. 

MR. JARPAHs If we added up all the 
identities of those who testified, wo would need 
15 Mitchell Fields to accommodate the educational, 
cultural and civic needs alone. 

BY MRS. T!!0?!?R0:J : 

q Mr. Pur-cell, it’s true, is it not, that piano 

for Mitchell Field include the development of commercial 
office and some industrial space? 

A I would hope so. 



Ana it is true, la It not,that nil those use. 
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15 Purcell - direct 

will generate ratablos for the coroiunitiea? 

A I certainly hope so. 

Q It's also true, is it not, that you were 

instrumental in arranging for the community of East floadow 
to have at least fifty acres of ratables in the section 
of Mitchell Field which is located in East Mcndcw? 

MR. JASPAN: If your Honor please, there 
iG no proof that ho arranged anything. 

This is county property and Mr. Purcell 
is not tho County Executive. 

THE COURTj Well, lot him answer it. 

MR. JASPAN< Let him answer it. 

THE WITNESSi Well, you give me a lot of 
crodit for things which I wasn't no much awara that 
I arranged or anything. 

I think it's — 

$ 

THE COURTj Yoo or no; or we'ro going tc 
bo horc for a long time. 

THE WITNESSi All right. 

THE COURT: Just make it yos or no. 

If you didn't do it — 

THE WITNESS: No, I didn't do it. I mean 
I wiah that I had that much authority. We wculd 
start building — 

* , * * 

485 <x 
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tax benefits to the Town of Hempstead. 

q Mr. Purcell, vrhen Mr. Caso testified here, ho 

otatod that It was his position that family houslnj is 
inappropriate at Mitchell Field, so you subscribe to that 

position? 

A I don't think it's the place for family housing, no. 

q M r . Purcell, vould you oppooo attempts to place 



family housing at Mitchell Meld? 

MR. JASPAM: I object, if your Honor 

plea3e. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

MRS. THOMPSON: I havo no further questions. 
THE COURT: All rirht, you may examine. 
(Continued on next pace.) 

X 




25 






1263 


; »1 T> V 
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c> ... L I U, called as a 'witness, leaving 


previously boon duly sworn, rcnuvwsd the stand and 
testified further as follows: 


jiubor dXviuATiTi 

li'i .iRi>. J : 


i'.r. -jIu, do you recall testifying in this 


lu-atter of June 25, 15 7 3? 

A I didn't understand that. 


Do you recall testifying in this ;;.attur on 


June 23, 1773? 


Vv:> • 


; Do you recall owing naked the following gues 

tion and giving the following answer - thin is Cro:. page 

G21 of tho transcript: 

'question: It in true, in it not, 

this is a guestion • * that when you referrou to 
the t >lAnu for housing at .iitchol Field something 

occurred at the Mooting? 

"Itfiswcr: i'co, there vas discussion about 

that and the bounty Executive said he nado a 
decision that there would be no housing at 
litchul Field, and ne explained that the 
reason no naua this decision vas because 
llitchel field is surrounded by housing, and 









Liu - direct 


1269 


he thought that the land at Ilitchel Field can 
be used for other purposes, and that ho felt 
that tho County needs it for such as cultural, 
recroationuly and coimercial purposes.' 1 

Do you recall being asked that question and 
you giving that answer? 

A 10 a. 

0 Do you recall whoa your deposition was taken 

in this natter on May 13, 1973? 

A Yo3 . 

Q And do you recall being asked tho following 

question and giving tho following answer: 

"Question: iJao Mr. Ca30 indicated to you 

why he has taken a position, tho position that 
tliore should bo no housing at Mitchol 1'iold? 

"Answer; Ye 3. 

"Question: Vhat reason has Mr. Caso given? 

“Answer: Uq said that tho people do not 

want it." 

Do you recall being asked those questions and 
giving those answers? 

A Yes. 

Q Could you explain to the Court why when you 
were first asked why Mr. Caso opposed housing at Mitchel 

us 
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Field, at trial your answer was different from when you were 

first naked why Mr. Caco opposed housing at llitchel rield — 

between then and when your deposition was taken? 

A well, in ny opinion they are not different because 

if you read the rest of uy deposition I gave substantially 

the* nano reason v/hy the County Executive diu not want hous- 
• 

in<j. And then subsequently you asked no what my reaction 
was to that, and I then said it was, in my opinion, a reason¬ 
able position. 

(j between the time when your deposition waa 

taken on Hay 10, l r J73 and when you testified in court did 
you discuss this case with Mr. Juspnn? 

A I suppose so -•* wall, let’s say yea. 

q Since tne time that you testified here on 

June 15, 1073, your contract to do work for the County of 
dussau was approved, was it not? 

MR. JA3RAM: If your Honor ploasc, 

I object to that. The record shows that the 
bond ordinance waa approved in April and ho 
had a continuing arrangement, and the implica¬ 
tion that they cook to create we dealt with in 
our papers on this particular motion. 

THE COURT: You, there was a motion on 
this particular matter. I have had that. 


Cp&Cp 
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BY MRS. THOMPSON 


Mr. Liu, Are you presently under contract with 


Nassau County? 


Ye3. 


0 How much money are you to receive? 

MR. JAM PAN: Your Honor, I object to this 
line of questioning. 

THE COURT: It is $73,000. It's in the 
pnpors that were submitted. 

Mil. J AS I* AN: That was the basis for bringing 
hin hack and examining him theoretically as a hostile 
witneos. 

Tilt COURT: That is why wo brought him bach. 

MRS. THOMPSON. I have no further quc3tion3. 
q Mr. Liu, just one more question. VIhon I wno 

rending to you from your deposition do you recall that that 
deposition referred to your meeting with Mr. Cano in March 


of 1971? 


YC0 . 


MRS. THOMPSON; I havo no further questions. 
MR. JASP/VI: I just want to a3k one question, 


CROSS EXAMINATION 


UY MR. JASPAN: 


Mr. Liu, you were asked whether you talked 


* 6,6 7 R 
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about this C.130 with MO. You said you thought you did. 

Did I or anybody in uy offica toll you not to 

tell the truth in giving your answers to those .-natters? 

A Uo, quite the contrary. You told no to toll what 

1 know to ho tno truth. 

Mil. JASi'JU; That is all. 

TiiL COURT; All rijht, step down. 

Next witnenu. 

(./itneas excused) 

Mil. isLLL.T'v.I; Mr. ^'oliscnus. 


P ii T L T 


M A a T I U T 0 L I D C h U D, called 


aa a witness, having -wen first duly sworn oy tha 


v.u;r 


k of tne Court, testified as rollowa. 

XU£ CL.URK; Could you ploaso give us your 


narco. 


T.IL WIThT.dU: Peter Martin Tolischus, 


T-o-l-i-H'C-h-u-o 


TiiU COURT: All right, he seated. 


DIRCCT SXAlIIRATION 


DY MU. iidLLM.MI; 


Mil. lKLLMAM; Your .ionor, in order to 
expedite this testimony tno parties have agroeu 
to submit into e/idonco two depositions aken 
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of Jficials from the General Services Adninistra- 

w— 

tion, the deposition of Robert G. Sogardus and 
Hartin C. Markowitz. 

MR. JASPANi If your Honor please, I just 
want to correct the statement. Our discussion 
was with respect to Markowitz. I never hoard 
anything before about the testimony of Mr. Bogardus. 
I may not have had any objection if you had alerted 
mo and I took a look at that. 

MR. BELLMAN: I did have that agreement 
with counsel for the Government, and the testimony 
only has relation to GSA. 

THE COURT; All right. 

MR. JASl'ANt All right, I am assured by tho 

Government that 

MR. HYMAN: Don't repeat it. 

THE COURTS All right, you accedo to Use 
stipulation without conceding tho truth as far 
as your client is concorned. 

MR. bELLMAU; And the stipulation, your 
Uonor, as I understand it, is t’*at tho deposition 
will bo used as though it is testimony given in 
court and will be uood as evidence hero. 

MR. JASPAN: Without in any way conceding 

* * 46 
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when I first ca te on, and under a prospectus that cane back 
fron Washington that they had drawn up based on the prior 
natter submitted from the Operational Planning staff. 
g l'rospoctu3? 

A Yo3, sir; a proposed prospectus. 

y Will you explain to the Court what that is. 

A To tho bo 3 t of my knowledge, the prospectus is the 

cost and justification, and the prr posed future manpower or 
employees that will jo in a federal ~uiluinj. 


0 


It cane back to your office fro a Wasnington? 


Ye 3. 


q ;p-\a it approved, or what was the status o:. tho 

proposed office uildiny when it cane to your office? 

t \ It was referred back to us. Thoy had drawn up a new 

/ 

prospectus. 

q Who ia ''they’’? 

This would be tho Office of Operational Planning, 
g yjhat precisely is tho status today with rc3pect 

to the proposed federal office building in terms of -- well, 
just the sto" s of it as you understand it. 

A To tho best of ny knowledge the proposed prospectus 

has neon submitted to the office of ’lanacjonent and budget. 

g Wow, that i 3 a different agency than G3A; ia 

that correct? 


69(9 a 
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A The Office of Management and hucget i3 a separate 

governmental agency which reviews, I believe, all proposals-- 
Well, the federal budget, among other things. 

q L>oe 3 that r;oan it ha3 been approved at GaA, 

the prospectus, and has now gone over for approval at the 
next level? 

A I believe that is correct. 

0 And if the Office of Management and xiudgot 

approved it, it would then go before Congress for an expendi¬ 
ture of funds, or how would it work? 

A It would go to the Ccnittco on ’Public Works in Congrc: 

q iVaat does the prospectus •*- what kind of 

information does the prospectus include? 

^ jt is -- I believe you asked that earlier -•* it io 

an estimate that is made on the constructions costs, and 
the justification for the building is listed, and a housing 
plan is included, which shows the number of people that are 

expected to be housed in tho building. 

q And the determination to build tho federal 

office building at Mitchol rield, did that come from OdA or 
from othor agencies that would bo housed there? 
t \ wo roguast the snac^ demands from the federal ajency 

which wo are responsible for housing. A determination is 
then made by GSA to proceed or house them through new 

by I a 
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construction. 

q ato wo taen at the point where GSA has con¬ 

cluded there is a need for a federal office building? 

MR. HYMAN* Objection, your Honor. Ho 

ia leading the witno33. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS* Could you repeat that, please. 

Q Are wo at the point where GSA has made a 

determination that thorc ia a need for a federal office 
building at Ilitchol Field? 

A Well, a proepoctus ha. been proposed, and it has been 

submitted by GSA to the OXP - office of Management - 
q In other words, the prospectus has been 

approved by the director of Region 2 or the administrator 

of Region 2. 

MR. HYMAN; Objection again, 
a lias the prospectus boon approved by the 

administrator for Region 2? 

A I am not euro. You soe, in my tine with the govern¬ 

ment I have not followed through on a prospectus from, you 
Anew, development all the way up through Washington. I don't 
know for sure who are all the signatories on the way up the 


ladder. 


But to your knowledge the prospectus has beer 


b°l 2 , 
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approved by GSA? _ 

A I believe it has, in order to be submitted to OMD. 

q How, what action has been taken at this time 

with respect to the UUD-GSA Agreement? 
h A meeting was hold with UVD in January — 

q Let mo go back a moment. 

Win you explain to the Court what the HVD-GS. 

agreement is? 

A The I1UD-GSA memorandum of understanding was drawn up 

botwoon Mr. Kunzig, who was the- a uMnlstrator, and Mr. Boaaay 
who waa tho then Secretary of tho ueparta-ent of ‘‘cueing and 
urban Development, and it was to provide procoduroa by which 
!IUD would raafco a determination on a GSA project if low- and 
moderato-incomo housing is available for a specific site. 

It ia a rather lengthy agreement. 

There are many other elements to it. 
g This wa3 signed in 1971; is that correct? 

A I believe so. 

MR. BELLMAN: Your Honor, it is a matter 
of public record that appears, I bolieve, in the 
Federal Register, but it night facilitate — it 
might bo helpful to tho Court if I simply provided , 

a copy for tho Court's uao. 

X do not believe wo have to have it as an 

r> * 
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would be developed by which v;e would get the information on 
the employees. 

q What typo of information? 

A What io known as salary structure/ G3 grades. 

q You being GSA, than this information v?ould bo 

turned over to HUD? 

A That is correct. When all tho returns axe in from tuc 

various agencies. 


What is HUD supposed to do after the informatio 


is thon in? 


A HUD then would make an evaluation based on the grade 

structures — v;oll/ I shouldn't say that within t..air _ 
procedures and inform us as to the suitability of. the 3 itQ' 
in terms of lav and moderate income housing. 

Q f Are you in charge now of -- What precisely in 
your responsibility with respect to the HUD-GSA agreement? 

A Our responsibility would bo -- 

q Yours. Yours personally. 

A — would be to provide HUD with tho information on the 

employees and the site. 

Q You simply are to transfer information? That 

io your solo responsibility? 

A Well, if anything further occurs, I beliove wo would 

be involved, too. 


£4 4 a 
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Q WhGn you uso the torn "we,“ that is you per- 

sonally? 

A Our staff. I hava a staff. 

0 And you work under Mr. Bogardus; is that 

correct? 

A You, that io correct. 

Q It is true, is it not, that Mr. Bogardus has 

primary responsibility in this region with respect to the 
implcmentation of the HUD-G5A understanding; is that correct? 
A If I recall correctly, reading the memorandum of under¬ 

standing, I think it indicates the Commissioner of Public 
Building fiorvico, but th <ro are also references in there to 
tho Commissioner of PBB in Washington. 

0 I see. Bo at loaat in Region 2 with respect 

to this office building Mr. bogardus ha3 a primary responsi¬ 
bility with respoct to the 11UD-GSA understanding, and you 
are operating under Mr. Bogardus to implement his responsi¬ 
bility; is that correct? 

A I would 3ay basically that is right. 

Q Now, the G3A-IIUD understanding grew out of an 

attempt, did it not, to implement Executive Order 11512 on 
gito selection of federal installations and to implement 
the Fair Housing Act of 1968; is tnat your undorstanuing? 

MR. HYMAN: Objection. Ue in leading 
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this witness right down the garden path, he is 
not a lawyer. He doesn’t know what the consequences 

of the executive order are. 

THU COURT: Yos, rephrase it. All right. 

(Continued on the noxt page.) 
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ToliSChUS 

Q Mr. TOXUch11Jt could you - Have you been g iven 

instruction,, by anyone an to wnat you are to‘do after you re- 
ccive a report from Mr. Green's office. 

A That stage has not been discussed at this point. 

q So the only thing that GSA has done to data, 

other than hold a meeting with respect to implementing the _ 
agreement, was to do a questionnaire and the data being turneu 

over to llUD? 

A That is correct. 

q how, could you toll ina how you went about proper 

ing the questionnaire, and what actions you too,', to obtain 
information? 

A There was certain information we also wanted for our 

own purposes. But we asked the question on the grade structure! 
of the employ 003 . And wo also asked the various agencies to 
give us their anticipated employees by grade structure. And 
wo requested information on thoir transportation, how employees 
presently travel to work 

And this questionnaire was then mailed out to the agencies 
And wo requested that they complete the questionnaire and re¬ 
turn it to GSA. 

q Kow many agencies did tho questionnaire go to? 

A I bolievo it was around twenty agendo j. 

q How many eraployoes aro expected to be working in 
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the office building? 

A ' By expecting — What is your tine frofctQ for “expected 

4 to be working"? 

5 Q Well# when fully operational, 

i The prospectus, which presents an order of magnitude 

so that you can at least construct a building, I believe it is 
slightly over 2,000 or 2100 , in that range. 

Q And what did you loarn with respect to the 

grade structure of these 2100 potential employees? 

\ I am sorry. By "learned"? 

Q From the questionnaire. 

^ well, wo received a pretty ovon distribution. In otner 

words, in terms of grade structure GS-1, GS-2'o. They went 

all the way up to C.D-14 and 15's. 

Q well, would you tell mo how many employees fell 

under say Grade 6 or 7 , if you can? 

A I do not have that with mo hero. I do not have that 

information as part of my knowledge. 

Q You don't know offhand how many would be in 

lower paying categories generally? 

A I would have to say I remember that — Ho, I would bo 

incorrect if I stated without looking at the data. 

(continued on next page.) 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

% 

BY MR. BELLMAN (CONTINUING) : 

q Was there any discussion at the meeting 

when waa this meeting held? Oh, you said November or 

Docembor of 1972. 

I 

Was there any — 

MR. JASPAN: January of 1973. 

Wo arc going through a tortured questioning 

of the same quootion-- 

MR. BELLMAN: That is not an objection. 

MR. JASPAN: You prosumo the wrong facta. 

I1R. BELLMANi I corrected ny3olf and 
I apologize for oaying it was Decomber 1972 when 

it was January 1973. 

THE COURT: All right. 

Q y/as thoro any discussion at the January 19 73 

meeting with respect to what HUD would provide or do for G3A 
with respect to this offico building under tho UUD-G3A 
agreomont? 

A Not to my knowlodgo except as pertaining to the agree¬ 

ment they would -- baaed on the information we submitted 
they would reply but I can't recall any specific items. 

q Could you tell mo why it was not until January 

1973 — if you know -- why it wasn't until January 1963 


«■ 
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1973, I'.t\ sorry -- that GSA undertook a meeting with iiUD on 
thin subject? 

MR. HYMAN: Objection. 

THU COURT: Sustained. 

q To your knowledge was any other meeting held 

* 

prior to January 1973 between MUD and GSA on the subject of 
implementing Executive Order do. 11512, or the HUD-GSA 
agreement? 

A From ny time when I cane to GSA, no, not to :uy 

knowledge. 

Q You cane to-work in what month and year? 

A October 1972. 

0 Were you advised by anyone that such a meeting 

was held prior to your coning? 

A iJo, sir. 

q Do your files indicate that any such mooting 

oif contact was made prior to your employment with GSA? 

A I have no knowledge of a meeting. 

Q Was anything mentioned at the January 1973 

meeting that would have indicated that prior contact was 
made between GSA and IiUD on the subject? 

A I can't recall. 

q You cannot rocall or nothing was said that you 

recall? 

noo ^ 
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A nothing was 3aid that I can recall at this point. 

q To your knowledge, is it common procedure for 

a prospectus to he approved by GGA, transferred to the 0M3 
prior to undertaking to implement the J'»UD-G3.\ agreement? 

Hit. IjY.’IAN. Objection. The witness did 
not testify there was a prospectus, hut a pre¬ 
liminary prospectus. 

* 

MR. iiULLMAM: Mo, an approved prospectus. 

MR. ll/.UU; Preliminary. 

MR. BULL: 1AM: I don't rono.mber any pro- 

f 

lii,.inary prospectus, but if you want to testify -- 

* 

MR. UYMAH: You can ask him. 

MR. BdLLMAJ: You can d3k him. 

MR. 11YMAM: I wouldn't evon touch him. 

DY MR. dbLLItill: 

Q Now, ilr. Tolischus, I show you a pack of 

materials. Aro you familiar ‘with those documents? 

A Yes, this is the rjucstionnairo and the covering 

letter, the covering letter to the agency requesting them 
to respond to tha questionnaire. 

0 And does it contain the responses as well? 

A fell, lot's put it this way: the package wo subnittcc 

to you as per the court’s request contained tho responses. 

I don't know what you aro showing me. 

# * # 
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ROBERT M. LEIFELS , having first been 
duly Sworn by the Clerk of the Court, took the witness 
otand and testified as follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. JASPANs 


q Dr. Loifolo, by whom are you employed? 

A Uniondalc Board of Education. 

q In what position are you employed? 

A Assistant Superintendent. 

0 Now, what is the jxDpulation of Uniondalc? 

A Approximately 33,000. 

q raid is Uniondalo an unincorporated aroa viuiir. 

the town of Hempstead? 


It is. 


7100. 


What is the school population? 


q And what percentage of tho school population is 

black — if you know? 

A Black and Spanish surname, i3 tho way the State Depart¬ 

ment takes it — 19 percont. 

q Do you know what the present school budget is? 

A 15,090,000, I believe. 


m 
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coots, depending upon how wealthy or poor it is. 

As you increse in wealth — if you can visual¬ 
ize this as a line going down — the State sets it at 310. 

t 

From that point, you still got 310 per operating expense per 
child, regardless of how wealthy you are. 

Q So it is fair to surmise that based on the 

fact that you have a flat grant from the State, that you are 
one of the moro wealthy school districts in the State? 

A Yes, if you use that criteria. Ho are right at tho 

lino where wo break. We could go back on formula, or stay on 
flat grant. 

Q And isn't the reason for your being on a flat 

grant, because Uniondalc hao a fairly good tax basis for 
tax ratables? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And iBnt it truo you have a good tax biicis 

because you have a lot of commercial and industrial property 
in the school district, yielding substantial tax returns? 

A Yes. 

Q You have Roosevelt Raceway? 

A Yes. 

Q Does that produce substantial tax returns — 

A Yes. 

If you would lot mo ask tho questions and ther 

102 ) g. 
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Yos. 


Roosevelt Raceway is in your district? 


And that yields substantial returns to tho 


district? 


I wouldn't use the term "substantial. 


Yea. 


But it is a good tax ratable? 


You also have the Roonovelt Field in your 


district; shopping center at Roosevelt Fiold? 


Yos. 


Yes. 


And is that a good tax ratable for the dintrict? 


Don't you have a lot of industrial and conrnor- 


cial uses, along Stewart Avenue? 


Yes. 


They yield substantial tax revenue to tho 


district? 


Yes. 


Q So all of those together have put the Uniondale 

School District in a fairly advantageous position, vis-a-vis, 
other school districts having a tax ratable basis? 

^ If you want to compare us toManhasset, we are not 

doing too well. Compared to Lovittown, we are doing very well 

a. 
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Q Nassau County, though, how would you rate 

your position in comparison to all other school districts in 
the county? 

A The only measure I could use there would be tax rates 

and wo are about in the <8 or 47 tax percentile. 

Q About the middle? 

A Yes. 

Q By that you mean, aro half again an many 

districts, that would havo a higher tax rate than yours? 

A Approximately, yes. 

Q Now, you also aro looking, cro you not, for 

development of additional tax ratablcs at Mithell Field? 

A Yob. 

Q What aro you looking toward? What havo you 

been advised would be the bonofits of development of 
Mitchell Field to tho cchool district? 

A Again, I would have to know what typo of* development 

you aro talking about. 

When we started talking about this, it was going to 
be a cultural center, library and induotry. Now, I an not 
quite sure we know. We havo the coliseum and hotels going 

up. 

Whenever we get assessed valuation with no children 
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we make money. No two ways about it. 
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Lftircls-cros* 

\ 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

•• 

Q There has been come discussion of industrial 

uses within Mitchell Field, in your school area, is that a 

fair statement? ■ 

* 

A Yes. \ 

i 

! 

Q Can you toll the Court what you have been 

] 

advioed, as to the proposed development of Mitchell Fiold 
whic . would yield ratables? 

A I can't say we havo specifically any — tharo is a 

lot of room. 

Q Well, we know that the only major development 

at Mitchell pield has been the Nassau Coliseum. But what 
have you boon adviced, in terms of potential construction— 

THE COURT: That ia not so. You havo 
the two collegos there, too. 

MR. BELLM7\N: I am talking about the ! 

rest of Mitchell Field, excluding tho Nassau 
Community College and the Hofstra University, 
there is still a groat doal of vacant land 
at Mitchell Field. Is that correct? 

THE WITNESS: Yos. Specifically, we hove I 

been adviced of a hotel. 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

' 

Q Would that yield tax ratables? 


0 (q Ct 
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Lciffels-cross 

* I don't know, because 1 don't understand the 

situation of It. 

VThen we were first talking years ago, we were told 
that that was going to stay — that titlo to that land would 
stay in the hands of the county. Now with everything -- would 
everything above the ground bo taxed, we don’t know. So I 
think — 

Q It i3 usual, though, for a private hotel to 

be taxed. 

MR. JA51PAN: It is beyond the expertise 
of this witness. ; 

THE COURT: Yea. It is strictly 
speculative. 

DY MR. BELLMAN t 

Q Now, you stated that the figure of $2,239 — 

is that a per-pupi) expenditure? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, that includes all expenses on special 

services, A3 well, in making that cojnputation? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Including Boccc? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is that the usual way of making a per-pupil 

expenditure? Expenditure calculation, to include all special 

707 a 
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cervices? 


A I have taken the gross average and divided it by 

enrollment. 

How, there are an iaany ways of figuring pupil coots 
ao thoro are bucineso administrative calculations, I nuoan. 
You can get them on a current operating expense. You can got 
an average daily attendance> a weighted average daily 
attendance. Thin in the current budget for the current 
year, divided by next year's estimated enrollment. 

q Kell, how do most cchooln undertake to deter¬ 

mine the per-pupil expenditure? For the State, for cxmiple, 
don't you provide a figure to tho Strta on your Fer-pupil 

expo nd i t ur c: s ? 

A YOU are talking about tha State aid fomula? 

Wo have a current operating expense. Then wo get n 
current operating — vo report to tho State - I 

understand your question. 

q Well, I have seen the figures in the P-»*- 

that deal with - with the State puts out booklets on 

por-pupll expenditures por district? 

A You may be referring to years ago, v;hon wo had 

another accounting eyottn. Ths State would «rel«:a <M 

expanses for building and other excludable ltoas, porhapa 
capital outlay, and all typos of construction, and they 

X & * 
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TlilS COURT: Ho said, "very favorably?" 
you said, "very high." 

BY HR. BELLMAN: 

q What do you mean by very favorably? 

A I would ony wo aro in tho top 50 percent of the 

expenditures of school districts. I don’t knew tho extent 
of all tho othor districts. But if you go to Croat Meek, 

thoy aro spending about $3,000, I think. 

q Would that bo ono of tho highest? 

A Yes. Manhasset would bo in that area, someplace?. 

q So when you said favorably, you maant 

A Wo are ono of tho higher por-pupil expenditure 

school districts. Yos. 

q It’s truo that you were over tho 50 percent 

cutoff, aren’t you? 

A No. 

q About whnt percentages would you cay? 

A X would harbor a gueo* that it's around 50 percent. 

q Do you moan 50 porcent of tho nchool districts 

will havo a higher par-pupil expenditure than Uniondnlo? 

A I havo never dono a study on this, so X'ra — *'** 

not hedging your question, but I’m just trying to think 
as wo go along. If I had to pick a figure, X would say 
maybo sixty porcent. But X canrt prove it. 

7 / 0 a. 









1 


Leifcls-cross 


1329 




2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
1 ? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Q In Uniondalc's determination to spend that 

much money, that represents a strong commitment to good 
educationr io that not true? 

A Yea, sir. 

Q How, there woo sore discussion about the 

increased impact — the impact that additional otudonts 
would have on the aococacd valuation? 

A NO. 

Q You had -- on direct, you presented acne 

testimony as to the impact that increase in the number of 
students v/ould have on tho aosecsod valuation in tho 
school district, did you not? 

A No, I did not. 

Q What did you say? 

A I gave information as to the impact on tha tax rate. 

Q On the tax rate? 

A That's right. Yes,sir. 

Q And tho figure that I have written down is 

$ 2 . 11 ? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Nhat did that figure represent? 

A It represents taking 1100 children, tho figure that 

I have beon given, multiplying it by 2239, and coming up with 
the increased expenditures and dividing by 99 million, which 

b * ts 
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0 Has that board adopted any "resolution with 

respect to the inclusion of housing at Mitchell Field? 

A I can't recall. Ac I said this morning, if tharo 

is an official motion — I was not preparod on thin, eithor- 
I know that there has been correspondence to the different 
officials in the county, expressing varying views a3 to 
whatovor happened to bo tho topic at that tine. But I can t 

be any more 3pccific than that. 

0 Co you don't know whethor or not there wan a 

resolution adoptod? 

A I do not know at this point, no. 

0 When you say there's boon correspondence, by 


whom? 


A I preouno that there is a resolution, but I can't 

swear to it. I on under oath, here. I do know that there 
has boon correspondence on tho topic, expressing a negative 

view on more housing. 

0 Correspondence by whon to whom? 

A Tho Board. As I said, I can't remember to whom, but 

it wa 3 to different officials. This was about two or three 
years ago, to the bent of my recollection. 

0 Wow, you stated that 19 percent of the 

student body of tho Uniondale School District is minority 
status, being black or Spanish-speaking; is that correct? 

l\.ck a 
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A 1972-73 Juno figures are 01.2 percent while, and 18.0 

percent non-white. This list was just compiled a couple of 
weeks ago. 

THE COURT:Is that black? 

THE WITNESS: It would bo black and 
Spaniah surname. 

BY MR. BELLMAM: 

Q How, it's true, is it not, that a large per¬ 

centage of the minority or tho black population of the 
Uniondalc District resides in what wo might call thonouth- 
oast corner of tho district; ia that correct? 

A They reside mainly in that area, which in tho south¬ 

east, and the Grand Avenue area, which io adjacent to Hemp¬ 
stead, which would bo to the -- well, still in tho south. 

Q It's one of tho -- it's sort of a corner 

district? 

A That'3 correct. 

THE COURT: Do you consider tho Spanish 
non-white? 

THE WITNESS: No. That's tho reason I 
think itvj confusing. 

THE COURT: That's right. I'm trying 
to figure that one out. 

THE WITNESSt That is a State terminology. 


7 1.3 <z 


25 




1 


Leifols-crosa 






E 



1340 


it's a long report. Maybe I ohould^oven put 
in the — 

THE COURT: Are you sure cf that, that 
includes Spanish ats woll? 

THE WITNESS: They nay Spanish surname. 
THE COURT: Spanish surname. 

THE WITNESS: That's right, 
ny MR. BELLMAN: 

q Do you have any figures on the number of 

blacks in tho school — 


THE COURT: That's surprising to mo. 
q — (continuing) in tho school districts? 

A In our community, if I give you 10.9 percent non- 

white, 10 percent will bo black. 

Q So a vory small pcrcontago is Spanish surname? 

A Th.it'n right. 

Q Are the minority children integrated into tho 

school system, or do you have an imbalanco? 

A Vfo have on imbalanco. But they are integrated. 

Years ago, we needed and built at Smith School, which had 
about 30 porcent black population them — wo didn't build 
on Smith Ctrcot. V*» built extra schools in the — in the 
predominantly white area, and wo are busing 100— approxi¬ 
mately 160 from Smith Ctroet to tho predominantly white 
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schools. 

Q So the Smith Street school — I am sorry. 

A That's the elementary school. 

Q Yes, and that would be -- 

A But it is still imbalanced. 

Q It's imbalanced. 

X Let me put it this way. '.That would bo your measure 

of balance? 

q I know it's a very difficult q\iention. 

MR. JASrAM: Your Honor, wo ore not 
trying n busing case, here. I let him answer 
to show what tho school is doing, that they 
do cooperate and try to keen racial integra¬ 
tion, but how far uo wo have to go with this? 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

Q Now, I am trying to figure out — the Smith 

Street school would bo — you said 30 percent minority? 

A Mo. I have it all here. Smith School, at tho la^t 

count, as I remember, woe 52.3 non-white. 

Q Is that the — that's an elementary school? 

A Yob. K-G. 

Q Is that the balance of the school in — is 

that the school with the highest percentage for minority 


in attendance? 
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A y e3 . _ 

0 VJhat is the next highest? 

MR. JASPAMt If your Honor please, 

I again raise thin objection. We are going 
far afiold in this area. 

TITR COURT: I know. I will allow a few 
more qnentiono. 

MR. BiiI,T2!AN: Just a few more. 

TKI? WITNESS: Grand Avenue, 37.4. 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

0 And the next highest? 

A Well, In talking about elementary, K-6. 

0 Yc3. 

A That would be California Avenue School, northern 

Parkway. That's one of the schools to which we bus black 
children, 15.9. 

0 You have nix elementary schools? 

A Yen, sir. 

0 Okay. Could you quickly* -- if you could 

give us the percentage at the other elementary* schools? 

A I have given Northern Torkway. Well, I will just go 

down the list. 

Northern Parkway in 15.9. 

California Avenue in 10.9. 

1/U 
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Sn ith Street in 52.3. 

Cornelia Court, 1.0. 

And Grand Avenue, 37.4. 

That should bo six. 

Q I take it, is is a policy of the district to 

attempt to naintain a balance of — a ratio, racial balance 
in itn 3choolo? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Is thorn some concern that n grovina minority 

population will make it more difficult to keep that balance? 

MR. JASPANs If your Honor plcane, I object. 
That in speculative. 

THH COURT: I will sustain it. 

BY MR. BELLMAN: 

Q Hnvo you had any discussion with either your 

ouperintondent or any board members with ronpect to the 
attempt to keep the schools balanced with the growing 
black population? 

MR. JASPAN: If your Honor please, I 
object. That has no relation to this cane. 

MR. BELLMAN: I suggest it has a great 
deal of relationship, your Honor. 

THE COURT: I don't think it has. IThat has 
that go t to do with it? 

* 
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DR. MARTIN WALSH, called as a witness , having 
been first duly Sworn by the Clerk of the Co art, 
testified as follows: 

THE CLERK: State your namo for the record, 

plea3o. 

THE WITNESS: Martin Walsh, W-a-l-8-h. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. JASRAN: 

THE COURT: All right. 

DY MR. JASPAW: 

0 What position do yon presently hold? 

A Pardon me? 

q VTliat position do you presently hold? 

A i am Superintendent of Schools in East Meadow. 

q Will you describe the East Meadow District, 

pleaso? 

A The East Meadow School District in the third largest 

District in Nassau County. 

It encompasses a mileage of approximately 12 square 


piles. 


It io gonernlly bordered on the north by old Country 


K * 
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We estimate 13,353 in September. 

Q There is a declining population? 

Most definitely. 

MR. BELLMAN: Excuse me. I missed the 
figures. 

THE WITNESS: Wo closed at 3,350 — 

Excuse me, wc closed at 13,650. We anticipate 
opening in September at 13,350. (sic) 

Q Dr. Walsh, what is your budget? 

Tho budget that we closed with for the school year 1972 


73 wan $26 ,U06 ,602. 


And was thoro a proposed budget for tho forth¬ 


coming year? 


There was. 


Q What was tho proposed budget? 

A The proposed budget was $27,000,390. 

Q So thero was an increase in the budget, even 

though the school population was declining? 


Yes. 


Can you explain why that would bo? 


A One of the problems of course obvious to everyone is 

the sp. ally cost of education. Teachers' salaries are going 
up. Wo havo a declining enrollment. We are a District that 
is very dependent upon State aid. And, frankly, tho State 

M * *■ 
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CR05S-KXAMINATION 


BY MR. 3RLLMAN: 


Q The i'ast Meadow School District ha3 been experienc¬ 

ing over a period of tine new a decrease in enrollment? Is 
that correct? 

A Yen sir. 

0 How long has that been going on? 

A In 1964-05 I believe wo had a maximum capacity then 

of 10,500. And we are dam now to 13,500 maybe 13,300. 

Q It in true, is it not that the Hoard just voted 

to close ono of its elementary schools? Is that correct? 


Yes. 


How nany elementary schools do you have? 


We now have seven. 


Yes. 


But you hod eight? 


Wasn't it recormcnded by the staff thnt you 


nhould close two elementary schools? 


0 Thoro was no issue of closing two? 

A Not that I know of, no. 

If you wish to give no the steps in which it 
was taken I will be very happy to do so. 

Q No, Do you have any knowledge of any consideration 
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of closing two elementary schools? 

A I know there was come sentinent voiced by one or two 

Board members to which I told them that I thought it waa wrong 


at tho time. 


When this natter got started there was talk by 


a couple of Board members that we nay eventually have to close 
two schools. But this was a matter of opinion of one or two 
Board members. Certainly it was not the position of the 
noard nor myself. 

0 why has there boon a decrease in enrollment in 

tho Bast Meacow School District? 

A I wouldn’t know exactly how ~ I would say that tho 

decrease in enrollment in the Last Meadow bchool District 
is nothing more than tho kind of thirg that is going on across 

Nassau County right now. 

It is working jur.t the opposite in Suffolk. 

I think you will find most school districts in 
Nassau County at the prooent tine are realizing n declining 
enrollment. 

Q Is it partially because of an aging population? 

A well, I wouldn't nay that — well, ny opinion, if it is 

worth anything, is that I think there nre a number of social- I 
ogical factors that have become involved in the situation. 

I think that when wo were building schools in 
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East Meadow we hnd no idea of the pill. I thin): that la one 

of tho factors. 

q Of the what? 

A Of the pill, Birth control. 

I think there is a factor here that from the 

standpoint of economics in that many of the hones that are in 
East Meadow are rather substantial. And young people today 
starting out do not have tho capital to invest in these hones 
But these are my opinions, nothing more should bo said about 
then except that it happens to be Martin Walsh's opinion. 

q well, in it also true that the children o*. 

families that move into tho colony, these children have been 
educated in the school system and are not able to locate in 
Masoau County and novo on to r.uffolk or other areas 
A Yes — 

MR. HYMAll: Objection ns speculative. 

THE COURT: Highly speculative. 

MR. BELLMAUi The witness ha3 no problem 

in saying yes to the question. 

MR. IIYMWJt There is no quostion that he 

has an opinion but it is still a speculative 

question. 

(continued on next page) 
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Walsh-croeB/Bellman 

So your schools are not at capacity at this time. 


A No sir. 

Q Now, this weekend you sny the Board took some 

position relative to educating students who ncy be situated 
at Mitchell Field; is that correct? 

A Yes, at my insistence. 

0 And that position is that you would bo fully 

prepared to educate thoso students if it wasn't a tax nega¬ 
tive impact on the system? 

A Night. 

0 So, if there were to bo rntnblos allowed, say 

in the Eantini area and housing which would be for families 
producing children, if those rntablcs produced for the 
children you would have no objection to educating thoco child¬ 


ren? 


That is true. 


0 Doer, the Fast Meadow School District invito in 

student a who are other than in tho occupational course but 
say the standard education course? 

A Thoeo are the only youngsters— well, we have one or 

two youngsters in the entire population whoso parents work 
in tho school district am! one of our by-laws of tho hoard of 
Education is that children of staff members, if they are 
willing to pay tho tuition, may have thoir youngsters educate 
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2 

in tho East Meadow School DiGtrict and I have two or three 


3 

situations. 

c> 

4 


Q So, this relates to only technical courses? 


5 

A 

And tho transitional program which is new. 


6 


0 How many students are involved in the occupation- 


7 

al. 

technical couroo? 


8 

A 

I would eay about 50. 


9 


Q From outoido tho district? 


10 

A 

Yes, 


11 


q llow many from Roosevelt? 


12 

A 

I do not have a breakdown. If I had known you would 

( 

13 

ask 

that I would have tho breakdown for you. 

14 


0 Approxinatoly how many? 


15 

A 

I think Roosevelt probably sends most of the youngntaro 


16 

to 

our district but I am not sure. 


17 


q Ten? 


18 

A 

Yea, broken down to nix or seven districts, I think 


19 

Roosovolt has the lion*E share. 


20 


MR. BELLMAHl Thank you. 


21 


Wo further questions. 


22 


THE COURT* You may step down. 

,r 

23 


Mo will take a five minute recess at this 

t 

24 


point. 

25 


(Recess taken.) 
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MR. JTtEPANt Robort W, Johnson. 

ROBERT if. JOHNSON, having first been duly sworn 
by the Clerk of the Court took the witness stand 
and testified ns followsj 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY HR. JASPANt 

0 What is your profession, sir? 

A I oin An Assistant Piofoonor at Hofotra University which 

in o lull tine job and I an the Marine Conrr r vation Biologist 
to t k To\m of Oyster Bay; noro or lorv: a cer.nnrvscion 


co'.' valient. 

Q How long have you boon at ’o iR.tr a? 

Elevon years. 

0 What io your educational background? 

A I hold a Bachelor’s and Master’s froTt Uofstra and a 

PhD in V.'ildlifo Management from Cornoll University. 

* 

0 In the course of your career have ycu been 

associated with tho study of ecological problems? 

A Yes sir. 


Q Tell us about it? 

A Various aspects of land use and modification for Oyster 

Ray from water pollution to problem spocios; the value of 
natural areas. There is one area I have had an awful lot to 
do with. 
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Markowitz - direct 

will be reserved to the time of the trtlil. 

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND A GRIMED that the 
within examination may be signed before any Rotary 
Public with the came force and effect ea If signed 
and eviorn to before the COURT; and that Counsel for 


the PLAINTIFF will furnish Counsel for the DEFENDANTS 
with a copy of the within examination, without charge, 


MR. HY'JAII: The usual stipulations under 
the Federal Ruleo, waive filing but do 
not waive Glgning. 

MRS. THOMPSON: Yes. 

HILTON C. MARKOWITZ, called on 

behalf of the Defendants, having been first duly 
eworn by Joy Daltz, u Notary Public In and for 
the 3tote of New York, teutlfied 03 followa: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION DY MRS. THOMPSON; 

Q Would you state your name, pleace? 

A Milton C. Markowitz. 

Q Would you ctate your address for the 

record, please? 

A Residence or business? 


o Your residence address. ^ _ / 

VJo q. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


A 80-35 Springfield BoulevariF, Queens 

Village, New York. Apartment 4 B. 

Q Do you have a G.3. grade? 

A I do. 

Q Whet is that grade? 

A Grade fifteen. 

Q How long does it take you to get to 

work, to your ploce-of-employment? 

A Depending upon traffic, X would say, 

anyvfhero from an hour to an hour and a hulf. 

Q What is your means of getting to work? 

A By car. 

Q Are you employed by the General Service 

Commiauion? 


A Yen, I ora. 

Q YFhot io your position? 

A I am a Regional Commissioner of the 

Property Management and Disposal Service. 

Q Could you define for me in your own 

words what your Job entails? 

A Actually I have four responsibilities. 

Number One lu the cure end handling of disposal of 
all personal property, care of handling of all real 

property end the care and handling und disposal o iW, *-ti 
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5 


critcal materials, property, and appraisal program 

for Q.S.A. 

Q Briefly, what is the care and disposal? 

A That is the program that 1 c maintained by 

the program in case of National emergency. 

Q What is involved in the appraisal program 

in which you arc in? 

A V/e appraise property and wo also appraise 

property for P.B.S. 

Q What is that? 

A Public Building Service. 

Q For how long have you held your current 

position? 

A Since 19&1. 

Q Prevlouo to I 96 I, what was your position? 

A X had numerous positions prior to that. 

Q Immediately preceding 1961 ? 

A Chief of the Personal Property Organization 

Divioion, Utilization Division. 

Q What did that Job entail? 

A Thot woo all personal property that wss 

reported and was for disposing. 

Q For how long have you been employed by 

Q.S.A.? y- * 1 

CONSOLIDATED STENOTYPE REPORTERS • MAIN OFFICE. 33 Willis Avenue, Mineola. N Y • Pioneer 1-4470 
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Markowitz - direct 
Do you have additional copies of that? 
Yes, I do. 

MRS. TIIO:EPSON: Let U3 hove the record 
note that Mr. Markowitz is looking ct a 
document entitled "Mitchell Air Force 
Bose, Hempstead, New York, GD NY-567* and 
I will mark my copy for identification 
as Plaintiff’s Exhibit Five, ca of thin 





.III* 


0 date. , 

1 (Document entitled "Mitchell Air 

2 Force Base, referred to woo morked 

3 "Plaintiff’a Exhibit Number Five 

14 for Identification" co of thia date.) 

*5 ft The first transaction at the Nassau 

^ County College goes back in 19 -,J 2 at which time we 

* 2 gave the county one hundred thirty-five ocrec, JEW 

18 make3 the octuul conveynnce. 

19 q If y;e direct our attention to the HEW — 

20 ft Health, Education and Welfare. 

. q --which then passed it on? 

22 A That’s correct. 

23 q Were there any meetings which you attended 

24 in which G.3.A. determined to make land available to 

25 the Department of HEY/ for the purpose of educational 

* r x 7 z<? a 
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12 


Q If no municipality of the State or 

local government indicates an interest in any real 
property which is available and has been declared 
surplus, what is the next step? 

A Sent for public sale. 

Q Was any land at Mitchell field offered 

for public sale at any time? 

A No, never. 

Q To your knowledge, has any agency, or 

state or local government other than Nassau County 
expressed any interest in negotiating the purchase 
of any land at Mitchell Field? 


Q Do you recall a time in 1966 when additional 

acreage became available at Mitchell Field beyond 
the amounts which had been previously disposed of 
ond sold? 

A Yea. 

q How many acre3 wero involved? 

A I do not have tho exact figure, but the 

chart would indicate it, going right down after the 


ft 




25 


435 acreo were disposed of, it was approximately 191 
acres that became available after that. 

Q Do you recall ever receiving any indication 

* ** 73C O. 
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15 


to 



Q During the tine that you Wave been 

cervlng with G.S.A. has there ever been an instance 
in which G.3.A. has refused to sell land to a 
state or local government on the basis of the 
proposed use of that land? 

A Yes, there are Instonceo where the only 

reason they want to buy 13 to sell Immediately and 
make a profit. 

Q Have you encountered such situations while 

you have been with G.G.A.? 

A Actually none that we actually rejected, 

but there were cases where wo were not sure what the 
county, or town or local government was going to use 
It for and then they satisfied our requirements. 

Q With regard again to the negotiated sale 

of the 435 acres of land to Nassau County, do you 
know or do you recall whether there were any conditions 
of sale dealing with the use to which that land was 
put? 

A Ho, there was no restrictions on that. 

Q Getting back to the eale3 through the 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare, are there 
restrictions on when that land la made available to 


HEW? * * 

CONSOLIDATED S T tN0TYPE REPORTERS • MAIN OFFICE. 33 Willis Avenue. Mineola.N.Y. • Pioneer 1-4470 

J 'P. C7.<i./.>■.!<■ New York City: REctor 2-9777 


SUFFOLK. FOic.i 8-4271 








1 


Markowitz - direct 


17 



Q Getting back to the negotiated sale, did 

G.S.A. attempt to sell the 435 acres for its appraised 
fair market value? 

A Yes, it \<ci3 a package deni for the entire 

acres vjhlch we gave the county $>13,000,623. 

Q The thirteen million et cetera was the 


appraised fair market value? 

A Yes, let'e cay the fair market value of 

the property that was to be sold. 

Q It is true, is it not, that the county 

initially made an offer of $12,000,000. for that 
land? 

A The county originally made various offers 

much lower than the appraised valuo. 

Q Were those rejected by G.S.A.? 

A They all were rejected. 

Q And ultimately agreed to pay the fair 

market vulue? 

A Yes. 

Q Ultimately vjlth regard to the ultimate 

purchase price of the land, were you rv/are of any 


other subject of negotiation, any other areas of 
conflict between G.S.A. and Nassau County concerning 
that 435 ceres? 

CONSOLIDATED STENOTYPE REPORTERS • MAIN OFFICE, 33 Willis Avenue. Mineola, N Y. • Pioneer 1-4470 ] 
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Markov?itz - direct 


21 



A Thrt was for the J.F. K. Memorial and 

that was the overall plan. 


Q Did you or anyone working for you ever 

have occasion to review Nassau County plans for the 
use of Mitchell Field and have any occasion to 
comment In your official capacity cs to whether 
that plan was a good plcn, or bad plan or indifferent 
plan? 

A No, we did not comment on it. 

Q Let me direct your attention, now, to the 

last entry on the fact eheet list which under 
recipients speaks of the offer of the County of Nassau 
to exchange 38 acres of county land for acres 

accepted on IP/11/7?, v/erc you involved in any negotia¬ 
tions with the County of Nassau with regard to an 


exchange of land at Mitchell Field? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q What was the purpose of exchange? 

A The main purpose of exchange was that 

when there la ft change of commissioner, when Mr. Caso 
came in as County Supervisor, he felt that federal 
buildings would bo entirely situated on Stewart 
Avenue in order to get the land on Oak Street he 
proposed that we exchange the land that we had and//^3 c< |T 
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which wc were going to build on federal building on 
Oak Street and move it up to Stewart Avenue, and we 

bought that propoual. 

Q Y/hen you cay you bought that? 

A Ve agreed to that proposal. 

Q Did Mr. Caoo have any oceaoion to 

inform you as to what way hla piano for Mitchell 


Field differed from those of the previoua commissioner? 

A To my modification not, he felt that n3 

ff»r ao the federal location woo concerned, he felt 
that the federal buildings would be on Stewart 
Avenue rather than on Oak Street, he did not feel ho 
wanted to U 3 e that for other developments and 
possibly put up Nassau County buildings along the spot, 
which would be a lower-type building. 

Q V/hen you ooy "lower-type" you mean in 

terras of height? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know what the projected height io 

of the federal office building at Mitchell Field? 

A It has been changed so often I really 

don't know what it is as of today. 

Q Why has it been changed so often? 

A Because of the different requirements 

CONSOLIDATED STFNOTYPE REPORTERS • MAIN OFFICE. 33 Willis Avenue. Minecla, N Y. • Pioneer 1**70 j 
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2 

will be reserved to the time of the trial. 


3 

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that the 


4 

within examination may be signed before any Notary 


5 

Public with the sane force and effect as if signed 


6 

and Eworn to before the COURT; end that Counsel for 


7 

the FLAINTIFF will furnish COUNSEL for the DEFENDANTS 


8 

g 

with a copy of the within examination without charge. 


7 

10 

— 


11 

MR. HYMAN: The usuul stipulations 


12 

under the Federal Rules, waive filing but 


13 

do not waive signing. 


14 

MRS. THOMPSON: Yes. 


15 

ROBERT K. BOGARDUS, called on behalf 

< 


16 

of the Defendants, having been first duly sworn 


17 

by Jc.y Deltz, a Notary Public In and for the 


16 

State of New York, testified as follows: 


19 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MRS. THOMPSON: 


20 

Q Mr. Bogarduc, would you please state 


21 

your full name? 


22 

A Robert K. Bognrdus. 


23 

Q Mr. Bogardus, would you state your address. 


24 

please? 


25 

A My home address? 
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Bogardus direct 
Yes. 


4 


13 Beech Street, Ramsey, Kew Jersey. 

Are you employed by the General Services 


Admlnis tration? 


Yes. 


Whut is your position? 

Regional Commissioner of the Public 


Building Services. 

Q For how long hove you held that position? 

A A year and a half. 

Q Previous to you becoming Regional 

Commissioner, had you been employed by G.S.A.? 

A Yes. 

Q V.’hat was your previous position? 

A Chief of the Building Management Division, 

Son Francisco, California. 

Q Previoo.3 to becoming Regional Commissioner 

of the Public Building Services a year and a half ego, 
had you ever been employed by Row Jersey by G.S.A.? 


■ 0( |MJ 


Q For how long did you v/ork in Sen Frencicco? 

A A year and a half. 

Q In other words, what Is the function of 

the Regional Commissioner of the Public Bulldln^^^^^J 
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5 



Services? 


A Well, we have the responsibility for 

operating, maintaining, designing,constructing, 
buildings for which the General Service Administration 
has responsibility, when assigned space, lease 
spece, end ere involved in other aspects of real 
property management. 


Q Are you familiar -ith a plan to construct 


a Federal Office Building in Nassau County? 

A Yes, I ora. 

Q Do you know whether a cite has been 

chosen for the construction of such a building? 

A Yea. 

Q Yes, you knovi? 

A Yes. 

Q Where 13 thut site, you con give it to 

me, approximately? 

A It's adjacent to Stewart Avenue, the exact 

boundaries I do not hove. 

Q Is that in the Town of Hempstead? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it on land which once was port of the 

Mitchell Field Air Force Base? 

A Yes. 7^7^ 
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Bogardus - direct 7 

Q During the time that you have been 

Regional Commissioner have you seen any records which 
would indicate that at any time any alternate site 
other than a cite in Mitchell Field had been 
considered by a — 

A I have seen no such record. 

Q Do you, of your own knowledge, know how 

the cite on Mitchell Field was chosen? 


Q When you became Regional Commies loner 

had the decision to place the Federal Office Building 
at Mitchell Field already been made? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know who made that decision? 

A No, I don't. 

Q At the present time have ony decisions 

been made for the proposed office building at 
Mitchell Field? 


Q Hao any determinations been made of the 

size of the proposed building? 


Justapproximate, in terms of housing. 


approximately two thousand employees. 




Q Are you familiar with any proposals which 
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8 



indicated that a greater number of employees might 
have been employed at that site? 

A Not during the time I have been Regional 

Commissioner, no. 

Q Is there a current proposed site for the 

proposed office building at Mitchell Field? 

A There is n proposed prospectus. 

Q I a™ handing you e document which soya 

"Proposed Prospectus for Proposed Purchase Contract 
#/PHY-72013," is that the proposed Prospectus to which 
you arc referring? 

A Yen, to the best of n\y knowledge. 

MRS. THOMPSON; Can wo mark it for 
Identification, Plaintiff's Exhibit One, 
as of this date. 

(Proposed Prospectus referred to 
was merked '’Plaintiff's Exhibit 
Number One for Idcntificction" 
ns of this date. 

Q What is the purpose of a proepectus? 

A It is a document used to obtain approval, 

the Office of Management, Budget and the Congress, 
to authorize the construction of the federal building 
in this case. "7 3 7 ^ 
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Bogardus - direct 

You referred to a proposed prospectus. 


9 


ore you, or Is anyone under your supervision, in the 
process of preparing a final procpectue? 

A I used the word "proposed" in relation 

to the fact that the office of Management and 
Budget of the Congress will determine the final 
scope of the prospectus; we do not have that 
authority. 

Q Has the Office of Management end Budget 

of the Congress yet taken any action on the prospectus, 
to your knowledge? 

A Based on the information I have, no, 

they have not. 

Q Has either house or congress acted on 

the prospectus? 

A Ho, it has not been submitted to Congress 

yet. 

Q Will it be submitted to Congreoo after 

the office has acted on it? 

A That Is the normal procedure, yes. 

Q Did you submit the Prospectus to the 

Office of Management and Budget of the Congress? 

A Ho - 1 ^ 0 ^ 

Q Do you know who has submitted that 
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Prospectus to the Office of Kanagement^and Budget? 

A The Conmiucioner of the General Services 

Administration. 

Q Y/hat is his name? 

A Arthur Sampson. 

Q Do you know when the Prospectus was 

submitted to the Office of Management and Budget? 

A I don't recall the date. 

Q Do you know approximately when it was 

submitted? 


A It would hove been early this year. 

Q January or February, 1973? 

A Yen, or March, In that range. 

Q Arc you familiar with the fact that there 

weo a Prospectus for the proposed office building 
at Mitchell Field which previouoly had been submitted 
to Congress? 

A I am aware of it, yes. 

Q Do you know what become of that proposed 

prospectus after it was acted on by Congress? 

A Y/hat become of it? 

Q Yes. 

A As I recall, that particular prospectus 

provided for the inclusion of space required by the 
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THE HOUSING PICTURE TODAY 

The vast majority of Nassau and Suffolk residents 
live in well-maintained homes of ample size in sound 
neighborhoods. While 56 percent of Nassau homes and 
89 percent of Suffolk homes were in sound condition in 
I960, there were and still are severe housing problems 
in the two counties for certain groups. These include 
Negroes, Indians and Puerto Ricans; migrant workers, 
welfare recipients, and other poor people; the young, 
the elderly, the handicapped, and the large family of 
moderate income. 

Housing problems for non-whites result from poverty 
and discrimination; non-whites are significantly more 
limited in their housing choices than whites. The result 
is segregation, and it is getting worse. Between 1950 and 
1955, the non-white population increased, especially in 
Nassau; the increases occurred largely in those areas 
which already contained significant numbers of 
non-whites. 
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Housing problems for low- and moderate-income 
of all races are intensified by an overall shortage 
"ef housing on Long Island. Because there are few 
vacancies, sound housing seldom "filters down" to those 
of moderate income. In addition, relatively little public 
housing has been built,for the poor, and almost none 
for those of moderate income. Many families are 
overcrowded, and some share dwelling units. 

Older Nassau homes — in good condition — and 
new Suffolk homes can be purchased for less than 
$20,000, but most Long Island housing is more expensive. 
Using the rule of thumb that one can "afford” a house 
costing twice one’s yearly income, a family with an 
income of $10,000 can buy a home in some parts of the 
Island, but a family with a smaller income may have great 
difficulty in finding a decent house. 

Such a family will probably not have the alternative 
of an apartment. There are about 34,000 apartments in 
buildings of ten or more units in Nassau today, only 
about 10,000 in Suffolk. Although there is an unmet need 
for all kinds of apartments in Suffolk, and for all but 
luxury apartments in Nassau, few apartments are being 
built; those few are most often small in size and rent 
for at least $45 per room — out of reach of those groups 
which most need them. 

Apartments are needed by the young and old, 
moderate income families and individuals, long-term 
residents and newcomers. Newly-weds and young people 
striking out on their own cannot afford and do not r-. ad 
cr want the expense and responsibility of owning a 
home; the early thirties are the traditional home-buying 
age. Many older persons, particularly those of limited 
means or living alone, prefer apartments. Most 
apartment dwellers on Long Island have moved, not 
from elsewhere, but from within the two counties. 
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CATEGORIES OF HOUSING DEMAND 

Merely building 409,500 new housing units, however, will 
not house all of Long Island's people adequately. 

Equally as significant is the need to build more than 
detach,ed one-family homes on large lots, more than 
luxury apartments. The Island has matured and must 
new serve the demands of all its residents — white, 
black, poor, rich, young, and elderly. To do this effectively 
requires a multi-lateral approach to housing supply. In 
addition to privately built one-family houses, the 
following types of housing are required: 

Apartments. Increased numbers of small, young and 
elderly households — which is projected — coupled with 
rapidly declining vacani land — which is occurring — 
will lead to an increased demand for apartments. In the 
past the demand for apartments has so far greatly 
exceeded the supply that projections of future demand 
are almost impossible, in Nassau, the decreasing supply 
of sites large enough for apartments, appropriately 
situated and zoned, will be the major barrier to extensive 
apartment construction. In Suffolk, land is plentiful but 
zoning restrictions against apartments are widespread. 
About 1,500 apartments are now being built annually in 
each county, but twice this number can likely be absorbed. 
Public and Publicly-Assisted Housing. About 48,500 
public or publicly assisted housing units are needed 
in the two counties today. These range from low-rent 
public housing projects to private housing financed 
with federal below-market rate ioans. About 1,500 
units of public housing have been built or are under 
construction; to date, proposals have been put forth for 
only about 2.CC0 additional units. All the units which 
have been built or are proposed are located in Nassau 
County or in the Town of Huntington. 

In both counties, about a quarter of the public or 
publicly-assisted units to be built should be for elderly 
persons of low or moderate incomes. Only about 500 
such un ; ts are in operation or under construction today, 
about 1,500 more are proposed — 1,000 for Mitchel 
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. ...0 _to serve the elderly in all parts of Nassau County. 

This need for public and publicly-assisted housing 
- a bare minimum, and does not reflect the needs of 
Emilies who are depriving themselves of other basic 
necessities in order to pay for adeauatc hcusin & . 

In Nassau County, 21,500 more units are needed 
today than are already built, under construction cr 
proposed. By 1985. about 4,000 additional units will be 
needed to relocate low-income families (with incomes 
under $ 5 , 000 ) whose homes are "lost" through demolition 
or deterioration, and for increased numbers of elderly 
people with low incomes. The total number of low-income 
families, however, is not expected to change by 1935, 
and, in fact, fewer moderate-income families (with 
incomes of $ 5,000 to $ 10 , 000 ) are expected. 

In Suffolk County an estimated 23,500 units of 
public and publicly-assisted housing units are needed 
today. By 1935, an additional 28,000 units may be 
necessary to house an expected increase of low-income 
households, and to relocate low-income families, presently 
living in the county, whose homes will be "lost" through 

demolition or deterioration. 

The need for publicly-assisted housing in Suffolk 
County by 1935, however, could be three times this 
estimated need, as the number of famines of moderate 
income is expected to increase by about 84,000. At ih.e 
present time, families in this income bracket can find 
decent housing within their means in Suffolk County, 
although the units might be poorly located with respect 
to transportation and employment. 

But housing costs (which have in the past risen in 
line with incomes) are beginning to rise more rapidly than 
incomes. In order to have a sufficient supply of 
unsubsidized moderately priced units in goed condition 
available to these moderate-income families, housing 
-.sets will have to be stabilized with respect to incomes: 

•: n housing laws will have to be enforced; and the 
s;,l/ of standard housing will have to bo expanded 
‘ *v.igh new construction and through rehabilitation. 













... ASTS of deficient housing 

I . ’ . j A ,Mites, Puerto Ricans and other Spanish- 

_ groups, American Indians on reservations, 

~ recipients, the elderly, and the poor occupy 
... , v r.t housing. There are as many whites as non-whites 
. • j;h .housing, but they are more scattered and their 
.jportunities for moving are greater. Black slums are 
cr in size, more dense, and more visible than 
rfhite slums. 

Two surveys were undertaken during 1967: the 
first, to determine the quality and cost of the housing of 
Long Island's welfare recipients; the second, a 
companion survey, to gain some insight into the 
characteristics of year-round residents of poor housing. 
Welfare recipients were excluded from this second survey. 

Negroes and elderly persons (many living alone) 
were the predominant groups in both studies. Although 
non-whites constitute less than four percent of the 
total population of Long Island, one-third to one-half the 
families in both studies we re non-whites. Further, 
housing occupied by non-whites was found to be in poorer 
condition and more overcrowded than that cccup : ed by 
whites. Non-whites were also found to pay more for 
their housing. 

The interviews with non-welfare residents of poor 
housing revealed that most family heads had a regular 
job. They drove to work in their own car. in a company car 
or in a car pool; few used or were able to use public 
transportation. Many had lived in the same smgic-family 
house for more than ten years. Most individuals living 
alone — about 15 percent of the total sample of about 
500 — were females over 65 years old. 


Black and Spanish-speaking families paid more 
for their housing than whites — about S12S as compared 
to $119 a month in Nassau; $107 compared to $95 in 
Suffolk. There were ether differences between the housing 
of non-whites and whites: fewer non-whites were 
homeowners, fewer lived in single family hemes, fewer 
lived alone, fe wer were regularly employed. 

Most residents of deficient housing paid more than 
a week's income for the month’s rent — more than 
could be afforded, in most cases, without depriving the 
family of other necessities. About a quarter paid more 
than $30 3 room for housmg, more than would have been 
paid in publicly-assisted middle-income housing. 

The Housing cf Welfare Recipients 
There were important differences in family structure 
between welfare and non-welfare recipients. Many 
welfare families arc headed by a non-working female, 
and few welfare recipients, even though long-term 
county residents, are homeowners. 
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,:f the survey of the housing of welfare 

^pL housing rentals were about $18 a 

~ p<r month and middle-income rentals about j30 
- onth. In Nassau (excluding a few welfare recipients 
v—porarily housed in motels because no other decent 
j; ;ommodations were available, and excluding a few in 
.’&tic housing), 96 percent paid more than $18 per 
“rxm. and 71 percent paid more than $20 per room. In 
Suffolk, 70 percent paid more than $18 and 35 percent 

more than $30. 

Most welfare recipients find their own housing, or 
are already housed when applying for welfare payments. 
In each county, the Departir ent of Social Services f :nds 
or inspects housing for some of its clients, and is 
satisfied that these persons are decently housed, partly 
because of powers under the Spiegel Law to withho d 
rental payments for a welfare recipient when a dwelling 
contains conditions detrimental to health and safety. 

Due to the shortage of standard rental units, aggravated 
by discrimination against both the non-white and the 
welfare recipient, this law has limited usefulness; and if 
fully enforced, would significantly raise the cost of 
welfare housing. 


• ^ 
* -Tr 


Disproportionate numbers of welfare recipients live 
in parts of Hempstead. Long Beach, Freeport, Westbury, 
and Roosevelt in Nassau, and in Boy Shore. Patchogue,. 
North Amityville, and Rivcrhcad in Suffolk; in interviewing 

residents in deficient housing, about a third of the 

initial contacts in some areas were with welfare recipients. 
Without a doubt, a high proportion of such recipients in a 

small area can create problems. 

Combining the high cost and poor quality of welfare 
housing, and the disruptive effect of welfare concentration 
on a stable neighborhood, it appears that welfare 
recipients would be better housed, at less or equal public 
cost, in publicly adminsitered housing. Here a variety 
of services, such as day nurseries, homemaking, and 
job training courses, to stimulate upward mob;l .y 
could bo made available. These facilities should be 
provided in the form of "scattered'' projects, or leased 
private rental units, to avoid a project psych,oL^y. 
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Grumman 


Whereas Sperry has only one large building, Grumman has 
many structures of different ages, sizes and conditions that 
are used for a variety of purposes. Just recently Grumman was 
granted permission to construct an office building on the 

site. One hundred and nine of the 543 acres are owned by the 
United States Navy. 

The corporation's location next to the railroad and its 
many usable industrial buildings should guide its development 
toward industrial uses. Offices ringing the industrial area 
and a limited number of apartments would provide both a buffer 
and a transitional area between the single-family housing 
located at the southeast portion of the property. 

(One possibility for the Grumman site,because of its size, 
access to rail transportatIon, and existing buildings, would 
be its use as a solid waste reclamation center. As tech¬ 
nology advances, the acute soiid waste problem existing in 
Nassau County might possibly be alleviated here.) 



develop contingency land use plans £0/1 the 
tong-fiange Kedevelopmenl o£ the Spcvuj and 
CfLurtman sites . 


Mltchel Field 






., aS , c such a land parcel for 
, pasl od by in the .*r".r 

st in be achieved. 


r2Cia l balance of the Uniondale School Olstrict. .. 

d o„at a, to tel leve that low income hooting ~U •-"** 

„ r . achco, chiidren that the achool ««-'«» -» ’ 

aate. and that It wooid hot genera,e aa each tea money aa 

„.oold induatrial development. 

7h, objection aa to height la acatcely ctedlhle. 

aince thebe , 1 beac y exla.a foot U-.»n- towera a, hofa.ba 

Ur.iveraity on nitche, f,e, C, and add, tlona, ^dinga-th 

. __ v further material impact on 

some height wopld not have any 

aesthetics or environment. 
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• „m i t rhel Field has 

To date, the only vlalble activity at h 

on the conatroction of the coiiteo. and Ua bela.e v 

„ ,oad faciiitiet. The co,iseem ia achedoied to OPdh, 

0 O Spring of 197 *- propoaala pot fobth by .he "» 

tvdiea Uhe only Pleh that haa bece, ved any »Ideapbead^ 

Iclty) were at.ongly oppoted by some rea.denta ,n t c 

, i Fast Meadow, mey 

amities -- Uniondale and tast 
joining communities 

jccteJ ,0 the heigh, of the propoaed atrocterea ane 

. of any hind. Saaica, -y. the objection rel,ed 

a majority of the hooting conatrocted 
the belie, that a great major.ty 

hi'chcl field woo, d be lo. — thoa affect,ng the 
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A1 though recommendations for Cousin,- a. hitch.I Field 

haV ° b “ n “ hi9h as S - M ° the fine, determination 

bC b0Se< '’ t0a *"« -tent, on the ability to find 

suitable housinq site* in nth 

in other areas of the County to meet 

the projected demand, if suffiei/an, 

■* cru S| tes are scattered 

throughout the Countv th^n th 

y> the " the need to utilize Hitchel Field 
is correspondingly reduced. 

Provision be made for the eider,y. 

1 ind hi9b "'“™ PerSOni - Th ‘ '0-20-70 formula adopted by the 
State of New York. „hi ch limits elderly housing ,o ,0 percent 

low Income to 20 percent, would provide a balance for the 

area. 

One of tne major problems at nitchel Field will be that 
of providing an adequate transportation system into the een- 
ter. as well as within the center. „ bas teen estimated 
that with a minimal amount of development, the related high¬ 
way system will reach capacity within five years. The in¬ 
itial phase would be to develop 232 acres, as shown in Table 
M- It will be essential to provide a mass transit system 
I" and out of the hi,che, Field complex within five yeans of 

completion o, the initial phase. These traffic volumes are 
shown in Table 57. 

iTyrTteTT n 1 ibbV.T“i?""' ^' ' rc '’ “p* 


Table 56 ^ 

Proposed Land Use Allocation at 


Initial Phase 
Percent 
Acres of Total 


Mituhel Field 
U,tim ?fe Development 

ICumulative) 

. Percent 

Acres of Total 


Major Use 
Tota 1 

Nassau Center 

Residential Areas 
C ' f ' cc 6 Business Areas 
Research & Development 

comp 1 ex 

Colisoum-CuUurei Sreas 

Conservation i Nassau 
G reen 

-<?rvice Uses 

Cther Mitchel Field 
\ Properties 


A rore basIc question arises with r ^ 

es with regard to the future 

» ■—=■ Field. This last large resource parcel of land 

' 3 " ‘ ‘ C “"‘° r ° f ^ C0 “" tv “ as Pvrchased by the County 

Of Nassau with funds derive r 

ed from taxes paid by all 0 f the 

people of Nassau County lnr»r » 

, y - ' nterest s °ch principal Porr^c 

"'• QU,Sltl0n wi| l ^ paid throsafjh taxation *.• , (K . 

residnnfc D.k i • _ ^ 


836 

74.0 

1,130 

100.0 

232 

25.0 

576 

51.0 

42 

48 

3.7 

4.2 

204 

180 

18.0 

15.9 

36 

35 

3.2 

3.1 

36 

35 

3.2 

3.1 

73 

48 

6.5 

4.2 

73 

48 

6.5 

4.2 

554 

49.0 

554 

4q n 


residents. Public fir;::.- 

_ ° roadway. t 

^ of * 


y £j> L 






Table 57 


initial Phase Traffic Generation 



Total Number 
One-Way Trips 
Per Day 

S-9 am 

Peak Hours 
p-6 pm 

10-11 pm 

INTERNAL TRAFFIC GENERATORS 

40,900 

6.170 

5.860 

5,760 

Nassau Center 

Central Area: N. of Hemp. Tpke. 

Residential 

3,COO 

230 

450 

150 

Coliseum 

10,COO 5 

250 


4,000 

Library 

2 , 0:0 

2C0 

200 

- _ 

Arts Module 

1 ,300 

40 

150 

450 

Hotel 

1 ,200 

60 

180 

120 

Office 

12,200 

3,840 

3.840 

-- 

Other Mitchel Field Generators 

Nassau Community College 

10,400 

1 ,550 

1 .040 

1 .040 

(additional growth) 

peripheral traffic generators 

27,600 

3,625 

4,730 

840 

Nassau Center 

Central Area: S. of Hemp. Tpke. 

Com~ercial 

7,500 

940 

1 ,320 

-- 

Residen tia 1 

7,200 

540 

1 ,C30 

5^0 

Stewart Avenue Concourse 

4,300, 

6,000° 

1 ,320 

1,320 

-- 

Research-Development Complex 

675 

675 

. . 

Other Mitchel Field Generators 

Hofslra University 

2,600 

150 

335 

300 

(additional growth) 

TOTAL Nassau Center and Associated 

Initial Stage Traffic 

65,509 

9,755 

10.590 

6,600 


Source: Marcom estimates based on available traffic studies and traffic standards 

^ S ary of CL i-ct i , - 1 a" s a - * P ; 1 1 c i p s fo r !-e De ve 1 or m cn t of Nassau Center, 
Marcom, Inc., New York, N.Y., March I 363 , p. 29. 

^ Reflects condition of maximum attendance at prime scheduled events. 

^ Assumes increased reliance on public transit facilities and related parking 
to ensure economic use of land. 










Installed, will also be at general County expense as will the 
maintenance and upkeep of all the facilities. 

It would follow logically that all of the people of Nas¬ 
sau County who will pay the bill for Mitchel Field should 
share in the tax revenues to be generated from the develop¬ 
ment of this area. 

Thi arguments of the Uniondaie residents relative to 
the school district, if they had any validity, could be met 
by establishing a separate school district encompassing the 
area of Mitchel Field and a County-wide School Tax Collection 
District. After paying for the educational needs of Mitchel 
Field,the remaining funds would be paid to each school dis¬ 
trict in the County to cover the basic, per pupil cost of 
education as determined by the Commissioner of Education and 
in a ratio that local school district population bears to 
the total school district population of all school districts 
in Nassau County. Where necessary to carry out such steps, 
legislative approval should be sought. 

Only by providing a wide range and diversity of activ¬ 
ity at Mitchel Field, through a multiple, widespread use of 
office-business-research-housing-coliseum-culture-open space- 
educational use can Mitchel Field be a natural center for all 
of Nassau County, on a 24-hour basis, rather than between the 
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working hours of nine to five. In this way, the economic and 
social needs of Nassau County will best be met. 

The value of return to the community for different 
types of land use varies. The Marcom report estimates that 
for or fices the land use value would be between $30 and $40 
per square foot for buildings and $150,000 to $350,000 per 
acre of land. A research development complex (industrial) 
would be assessed as between $20 and $25 per square foot and 
575 ,vC0 to $125,000 per acre of land. Industry, generally, 

* -* aevelcped on a one-story basis, while offices contain 
more than one floor. The Marcom report further estimates 
that residential facilities (apartments) would be valued at 
between $30,000 and $40,000 per unit and the land value be¬ 
tween $100,000 and $350,000. This indicates that industrial 
usage of the land would be the least financially productive 
because of the lower square footage and land values. Despite 
this fact, some land at a planned center should be devoted 
to industry to provice a variety of job opportunities. There 
is also a limit to the amount of office space that can be 
provided without saturating the County-wide market. 

A 1570 study of office space, conducted by the Nassau 
County Planning Commission, revealed that the County had 
4.3 million square feet of existing office space; 2.3 mil- 






lion square feet under construction; and 1.6 million square 
feet planned by the end of 1971. Marcom projected 11 to 20 
|mi!lion square feet of additional office space by 1935. The 
ttudy proposes the allocation of office space in Nassau 
County, as shown in Table 5^. This totalled 20,520,700 
square feet. Therefore, the top range of the 1935 projection 
<ill be exceeded, and it is questionable whether additional 
office space, beyond the six million square feet proposed at 
titchel Field, would be economically viable. As more land 
Is devoted to office space, the demand on the transportation 
system becomes even greater. 

To adequately provide for the needs of the County, as 
veil as the needs of the complex itself, it is essential that 
|the economic analysis and land requirements established by 
Harcom, Inc., and the detailed land use plan developed by 
|Liu Urban Design Associates, be used as the basis for a v.astei 
Man for Mitchel Field. Only by providing a twenty-four 
hour center can the best interests of Nassau County be real¬ 
ized. A rational relationship of land use is required, re¬ 
cognizing that this complex is but one of many areas where 

[ the development of commercial, office, industrial, and resi¬ 
dential land use currently is taking place within the 
County. 


Hopefully, by providing jobs and people in stimulating 
surroundings, the need to travel great distances for social 
and economic needs will be lessened. In this manner, the 
environment will be enhanced, while the needs of the County 
will be met, with resulting benefits for al1 the residents 
of Nassau County. 



A dept a r.aitcA plan {.cn the development cj$ 
"itch cl Ticid. 

T 

CoM-Oiuct o^iccA, InduAtay, ccmmcncial ettab- 
cultural {acilXtiet,, and housing at, 
a 2 4-kcua centca. 


Build aii intcnnal m<L$4 tAamit tyttem capable, 
of being incoapcaatcd Into a County-wide t>y 6 - 
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PLANNED DEVELOPMENT.. . 

Nassau Center is the planne d development of land owned by Nassau 
County at the former site of Mitchel Field ... land lying strategically 
and squarely in the center of Nassau ... an area as large .is 
mid-Manhattan running from 34th to LOth street and from river to river. 

SUBURBAN CHARACTER ... 

The suburban character of Nassau County will be maintained while 
fulfilling the educational, cultural, commercial, residential, recreational 
and other needs of the P.000.000 people who will live in Nassau in 
the last quarter of the twentie th century and in the ago ahead. This is 
not a plan for a city, but a carefully conceived mosaic of the vital 
elements that contribute to satisfying community living. 

FINANCIALLY SELF-SUPPORTING . . . 

Financially self-supporting. Nassau Center will be largely built with 
private capital and will be subject to all taxes. Revenues and taxes 
from Nassau Center properly will in the long run more than defray the 
cost of public buildings and improvements in the area. 

ESTHETICALLY PLEASING .. . 

Architectural design will be stressed lor Individual buildings, for 
building groupings and for Nassau Center as a whole. 

Sensitivity to the piesont environment has been a guiding principle in 
planning Nassau Confer. The new is designed to complement the 
strong existing features of the area. 

CAREFULLY CONTROLLED ... 

Requirements for schools, fire protection, utilities, and municipal 
services will be solved in consultation with those districts having 
jurisdiction. The Town of Hempstead will retain its full zoning 
powers, the County Planning Commission its right of review and 
recommendation whore now provided by lav/, and the Mitchel Field 
Development Corporation will have a right ot approval over tire plans, 
on construction, and continuing maintenance of all buildings and 
facilities on the lands under its jurisdiction. 

THE SHORT ... and THE LONG RANGE ... 

Nassau Center as presented here embodies a plan for immediate 
development, as well as a perspective of the long-range goals to bo 
realized. Even though completion ot the ultimate plan is necessarily 
years away, a conception of the overall area is sketched in the opposite 
gatefold as a visualization of the final development possibilities. 
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To: County executive and Members 
Supervisor, end Membcis ot the 


ot the Hoard ol Supervisors of Nassau County, Presiding 
Town Hoard ol Hempstead, Nassau County, New ) ork 


Honorable sirs: 

1 ho l>a'.ic planning report ol tiro Milchrrl field Dovclopmnnt Corpornlion is Iwir-hy render.- 
,0 you. II H a com,...ir.rnsivr. dor omen.. inoposm,, "Nascar. Cento," as a ehaltenoo and a 
rc-alily Wo have lrrr:d to l.c r.tl lire lour charges wo wore fpyon: tro nonr.rt.wr to nocurl needs end 
rlosi.cn, be visior.i.iy lor lire luluro. Ire n.mdlul ol cools, and Ire nrindlul ol U.o neecnsrly ol 

increasing municipal revenues. 


V.l !-• ■■ -- . •• 

On areulrlnr, .he Iasi major parcel ol land at Mile,rot Field in IOC*, me County contracted 
widr .heI ■„ newly coaled Uriel,o. fr.rtd Oewdopment Corporalron (UITIC) to rocrrnmonr . 
deftnilivc plan lor mo development ol mo County-owned lands at Mnclrel I raid and to ussr.,1 

Us implementation. 

The nature of Mr DC and its function is really part of tiro plan itself. Except for municipal 
tacimies Nassau Cento, ,s to ho developed wholly by me private socle,. The basrc concept rs 
lor lire Courtly lo lease Nassau Center lands to this Corporation, which, in turn, will sub _ 
pro ,or.?o° m priva .0 dcolopers. be,Ido,s and users. P.ivalo industry will do Iho buddrng. The 
Corporation will, by conlracl and loaso, control mo construction and maintenance ol 
all buildings and facilities and insure strict adherence to standards it oc op s. 

The Corporation, made up of leading business and professional people, all private citizens 
working voluntarily in the public interest without payment, is a non-profit membership 
corporation. Its members and directors are recommended by the County of Nassau and 
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CENTRAL AREA DEVELOPMENT (Initial Phase) 

f . . ■ ;' . 


The* Coliseum'Cultural group. an 
office hole I complex, and residential 
np.u Imenls with supporting 
shopping facilities will constitute 
the initial stage o( ci tilr<tl art a 
development 

COLISEUM 

The Nassau Cole s*um. described 
on the instil'* hat I « over. is now 
tindi i f.uir.trm lion Ry late m/0, il 
si i(>i it'I lie ottering I - ’ l x • • t >. 1 11 and 
fiotkey u 111 ^" * /.liil'itions. 

Shows. convention , ..net |'lit>1 iC 
peitormaiices nt many kinds 

LIUIIAIIY 

A ra nlial u leienr '• bin try to* the 
County, long d sr ir.' < d. r an become 
a reality in this an I i*ff vioiis 
S turln • teroe.imendr'rl a library o( 
About I;/».!> » g.l lie 11 el III ll"l)l 

■lie,i v.ilh .111 vi ntu il < oll' stion ol 
700,(it>'.l vnluu.es Hi • I.Sr San County 
Iteloienr <• I ibraty has ret eivod a 
provisional ( harler Irom the .l.ta?, 
and the Hoard o( Tiusteer. is moving 
forward with its development. 

Siiaflit.it til land is ri served lor 
construction ol Iho library as part of 
the cultural group in the central area 
north ol the Coliseum. 

CULTURAL MODULE 

An important recommendation is 
the immediate conch action ol an 
expandable cultural module tor 
theatrical performances, performing 
nrtsnnd museum purposes Instead 
ol earmarking a number ol free¬ 
standing buildings tor cultural 
purposes, the recommendation hero 
Is to apply contemporary 
architectural techniques so that 
floors or wings can be added as 
future needs develop 

Together with the Coliseum and 
the library, the Cultural Moduli will 
add n new dimension to suburtan 
Nassau life styles The combination 
of these facibtics will draw people 


to Nassau Center to patronize its 
activities arid contribute to the 
economic vitality of N isr.au Center. 

Il is to be noted that this proposal for 
lire combined Coliseum and Library- 
Cultural Module encompasses 
approximately Mb acres, a substantial 
reduction in land area Irom 
previously rJiscu: ed alloc a‘.ions 
without sacrificing any of the 
qualities oi values sought. 

orncr-noTEL complex 

The olhce-tiotel r omplnx is 
proposed lor the south side ol the 
Coliseum, integral v.'ith two multi¬ 
level pniking structures 1 ho r| !hc <’ 
buildings and hotel represent basic 
entities in the Nassau Center 
concept It ir. recommended that the 
hotel piovule f'.hd i/K) looms in a 
seven-slmy structure will) bsiigin't 
facilities lor 2900 go' Ms Ilm oi'.ee 
*.h ue 1 ui « s rue p mi ".'S' d ranging m 
beir)lit hr.m eight to fourtcr n s'.oues 
dcpenrlmg on requirements I he 
hotel itself is sited so that il can be; 
readily expanded in ic sponse to 
demonstrated d. mand. At least 
one cinema should be plac.od m Ibis 
complex, these facilities would 
provide employment within walking 
distance of the residential areas and 
additional commercial income that 
can help maintain civic enterpi iscs 
without sizeable private or 
community subsidies. 

RESIDENTIAL AREAS AND 
SHOPPING FACILITIES 
Two residential areas east and 
south of the Coliseum are .also 
planned (or the initial stage of 
development. The residential area 
immediately to the east of the 
Coliseum will com st of four 14-story 
buildings with a total of 909 
apartments. In addition, this 
residential area will oiler integrated 
parking for 700-900 cars with easy 
accessibility to other activity centers 
and public transportation. 


The other residential area is 
immediately south of Hempstead 
Turnpike, opposite the Col.seum. It 
is recommended that this r.rea 
contain eight butdings rant: ng from 
six to fourteen stories with a total of 
1200 apartments for low and rn:cd!e 
income residents. It is interns zd 
that the lower buildings will be 
constructed adjacent to existing 
residential areas These res clences 
will be provided with associated 
parking. 

The close proximity of the 
Coliseum-Library-Cultural complex, 
convenient shopping, and planned 
public transportation under .cores 
the desirability of locating housing 
here*. Initial development ol this area 
includes n shopping facility ol some 
290,090 square feet of floor aieu 
with 1100 parking : pace Futuie 
retail or lesitJ. nlial expma ion could 
be provided Ivy use ol n.r-rinl.v; over 
the water reclinin'’ l. is.n requited in 
the southwest corner ol ibis tract. 

Shopping facilities v.ithm Na. s.tu 
Cent"i an. larined to serve the 
needs otlho m the area Mae 
extensive shopping ir. avail.'bio at 
Hoosevi It I leld, I loo'. evclt liv.eway. 
Garden City, I lemp..te.Hl Village 
and c lst.'Wheic nearby. 

ENCLOSED PARKING 
FOR CENIRALAULA 

Parking lor the c< ntral area would 
be provided by < ticlo: ed structures 
designed integrally with the eflico 
building ., hotel and aputlments 
nearby, as part ol the private 
development programs. These 
facilities are planned as unobtrusive 
structures which v. ould oo two and 
three levels below ground, 
connectirig directly with the lower 
levels o( the olficc. tiotol, and 
residential buildings. More than 4603 
parking spaces would thus be 
available in the initial phase. 

Coliseum patrons will have ample 
and convenient parking in these 
structures, even under conditions of 
maximum attendance*. Ciimate- 
controlled movinn walkways (or 
access from the officc-par.; ng 
structures and a bus docking area 
will assist people in moving quickly 
to and irom trie Coliseum so that r.o 
one need walk more than a short 
distance. 







In formulating tho plan lor Nassau Comer, full recognition has been given lo Ihe facl that 
proposed uses cannot be considered "hard and last”. For example, i, may be more reasonable 

"oorv o,' m"' . I"" 1 "" 9 ' !° " nV ° °" iCt ' S °" “ m ' mbt " "° 0,S " nd apartments on the remaining 
. , ‘' P y “ combination ol commercial and ollicc lac lilies. This is tire modern trend 

m land-use Planning and most approbate lor a center ol Ihe lulure such as Nassau Comer. 

A,though every ellor, has boon made .0 present the concept o, Nassau Center as completely 
as posable m this report, many planning details could not be treated here. The plan is 
sulhcenlly flexible so that provision lo, all vital soivrces such as additional schools lire 
stations, police stations, and other auxiliary lac,lilies can be added as needs develop. 

In looting Nassau Con,or. care must be exercised lo foslc, utmost compatibility with Ihe 
-a irounding area, not only terns ol esthetics and convenience, but also in avoidance ol 
unuecc-T.aty competition, Nassau Center is no, „ world itselt. hut par, o, the giea, 

Nnw,au ol,bu,lj . a,) d 'I is dedicated to fuithorinr, that rjicv.tncss. 

In dosing Ihe Co,potation eamesUy desires to express its gratitude lo the County I xerulivr 
to Coumy I oar,I ol f.upe,v,so,s. Ihe Presiding Supervise, and Iho Town Hoard of Hempstead 
.nd all the plannmg o.lreials, lo, Ihei, wholehearted support ol the work o, this Corporation ' 
and .her, undorslauding ol ,1s problenrs. We are grateful to ou, consultant. Mnrcorn 
ncorporute.t, lo, its unusual drhgenco ,n ass,sting in the formulation ol this program To those 
many persons, pubhc and private, who had the ,nicest to appear and express thoir vicj, 

a our hues, public heanngs, wo otter thanks as well. Silas Human, dedicated Vrce-Presiden, 
of tho Corporation, deserves special mention. 


Respectfully submitted, 

vMITCHUL HELD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


by_i_ 




BERTRAM HARNETT, Choi,min 


Garden City, New York 

March 1969 
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*• IUTERIY. report 

Tni-.ro JucLi.on 


„ is to be n resource for the entire community - 
KASSWJ CENTER 1- Lo bc “ hu-iness, ' • 

, «.„■,* re-creation, enrichment, business, 

lombining as it will element.-, c. rccrea 

lousing , athletics and conservation. 

The Mitchel Field Development Corporation, as the prou. 

for thi- rmiti-uso Center, fools it is appronrx 
* har «cd with planning for thi- .. 

1 It this time to issue this interim Deport revie,,i., our efforts 
to date just prior to the commencement of the Initial Pan 

* I . 

developments. 


History 


The Mitchel Field Development Corporation wen chartered in 
, 9C8 ItB purpose, as stated at the time, was to develop 
January 190D. P - v , il . lb3 o to the County, to contract 

pl ans for the use of the acreage av 1 vl ^ _ 

Vlit h qualified bidders to lease — ^ n ^ h t begin 

—- “—“ :r::: :: L- - 

at the earliest possible date to c ] y 
benefits that would accrue from this development 

The principles underlying the efforts to date have 

““.•ri--«•—-*■«”“ —— 

trends in the county. 

i. Preserve and enhance the suburban way of • • 


• . in is irCMHRT. MOBKIl C-*■***• 

.u~.. 

///) c 










It would be misleading in a report of this nature to rcinore the 
fact that the ;iitchcl Field Development Corporation has rccorvcci 
its shore of criticism. Some' statement is therefore in order. 

It lias been our policy to get on with the meaningful work 
..involved in our mandate, and to avoid in so far as possible confronta¬ 
tions on aspects of the work as it developed. It was our Judgement 
that such confrontations had delayed the project sufficiently since 
the time the Air Force vacated Mitchol Field. To permit this effort 
to be sidetracked on minor points as the plan wan being developed 

ecemcd inadvisable• 1 

That such a judgement was correct is evident in the general 

agreement our proposals have elicited. For example, there has been 

nearly unanimous support for our suggestions involving the Fotol-Office 

conblex, the Stewart Avenue Office Concourse, and the research and 

I ! • 

i j i 

Development Area, j I ; \ 

{ Some problem areas and the Corporation’s position follov/sj 

! JiSICiliT - It has been suggested by some that the Corporation 

should advocate high rise development within Nassau Center. In 

€kct, the Corporation did. However, such development is in conflict 

vith local zoning 'ordinances. The authorities have informed the 

I 










^FDC -10- 

Corporation that any development must ho in conformity with those 
zoning ordinances. It was the Corporation's judgement the development 
could take place within the guideline of the zoning ordinances while 
still meeting the community's needs. 

HOUSING - The Corporation is commited to doing its share toward 
relieving the County's housing crisis. V T e have proposed the inclusion 
of housing at NASSAU CLNTNR, and continue to do so. V’c are cognizant, 
however, that the entire County housing problem cannot, should not, and 
will not be solved at Hitchol Field, and that additional solutions are • 
necessary. 

Colic) n r: i on 

I7e believe that the work to date of the P.itchel Field Development 
Corporation has been endorsed by the responsible authorities, h'e 
believe cur proposals are in the boot interests of Nassau County and 
its residents. 

Accordingly, we intend to press forvard with NASSAU CFNTNR. 


««««# 


Garden City, N.Y, 
October, 1970 
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PUPJ'Cn? 


1. Support for the development of intcnol field \.c\* u..£^+ 
scored in a number of appearances. Representatives iron the 
real estate, commercial, and industrial scoter urged early cor.- _ 
nutrient to the project. There was agreement in the stater,onto 
of a number of elooted officials vho indicated that they were 
in favor of the hotel, the coliseum, and office buildings. 

.... • rnt^r-'.w.iTTQVT 

2. Through the concerted efforts of the Citi&eH- i.or h--.n^ 
stood Plains a very strong case has been made for the natural- 
state preservation of tho Keadowbroo* area which was recently 
■purcharcd by llassau County from the hong Island State -ai-. Co “' 
mission. In addition, conservationists urge that tho last rem¬ 
nant of tho Hempstead Plains bo preserved. Their program calls 
for a cuict par:; with controlled access to assure a proper ob¬ 
servation and study environment for natural-state wild life and 


f lov/cro. 


scor^i 


3. In tho Kassau Center proposal there was an effort both 
through visual moans and verbalisation to project an ultimate 

prospect for tho development of Kassau Center.' to a planning 

.. I . ;. .V • • * . ' ‘ • . ' . * 








body, the Corporation felt that if the plan were to chow real cot- 
mitrnent for the immediate future of the area, it v;as necessary 
to carry the tninhing to a possible end result of the fully devel¬ 
oped property. It was also intended as a clear statement of 
policy to limit the ultimate development of ilassau Center to an 
average 1 (¥/<> land coverage, thereby maintaining our suburban char¬ 
acter. Thus, decision:! to commit to immediate use could be 
judged against the long range projection in order to prevent im¬ 
mediate commitmento spoiling long range use possibilities. 

It was evident from the testimony at the recent public hear¬ 
ings that this effort was misunderstood and that the distinction 
between the possible: and the recommended was not clear to the 
public. Tne consequence is that .immediate prospects or al,GuO 
residents, employment for AO t 0 0 u people:, and tho uecu m, re¬ 
quired support facilities was mistahcnj.y understood to be ou*. 
recommendation rather than what might be a-possible uitu...iatc 
development. 

YJe, therefore, believe it is worthwhile to restate specifi¬ 
cally that the Corporation only proposed tho development of the 
initial phase, which included the following: 

* Five office buildings with 1.2 million cquaro feet of office 
space where C,200 people might bo employed. 

’* An activo parh area of about thirty acres. 


'll/ ^ 






/ 


*■ C *.\-.nO 


Important to -coop in mind is too fact that regardless of the agree 
upon division of revenue, the Corporation can dietribute its ex- 

u- 

cess income only to the County. Additionally, every proposed 
lease is subject to the review and approval of the County Sxocu- 

*• 

tave and tnc ^oarc or Cuporvssors# 

I S • #. ^ a. • • *•_ •»<•'* •» a • •• —• • i. •» ^ ^ f* * **» vf A r* s t m 

w «A-o *.'L> \» wit ttw^u w ut<U tvUu^. U itUe w .«✓ ju s*- L u u(.» .- 

lished the policy thet oil aspects or corporation business are 


open to public inspection with the exception or negotiations 


C pUr)J. J-C d 1 u CUGfj 10 *4 Ja u S..C * *CC CXC.ici.CC ww • 

Cnee cc*,T*p^.etou *'«ov/c«vc.r/ tnc #. cselbc o*. c.*CijO • • c ^ oac >*o«• s vv!*.•«* 

4 • * , , 

",1 /• A ‘M*!** •J ^ 

U.L w> ^ iuuut« c.xo • , • • 

f VJjLtnout uny cucj/ uho sirougc'*.t opp*>s«*.ero** was es 
low end middle income 1 ~*o C4 s ^ u uu u.»i pc *. ticular, to the con¬ 
struction o.. uti / l/.^oG ur*ie cOiM t ^c.\ scum or 

hC»V»pS cCuCi VufcUpi^vC » Cot'O pUOl^LC icuuCfc u u*«C* r«.C4«*>Vic»Ucl*.*.» O.-** 

% 

pressed vigorous opposition to* a development of this scale 
v/it'nin that area. They strongly protested on the.basis of 
v/hat it would do to the tax rates, school system, ar.d social 
structure or tnorr com*«mrwy» /n u»<u\/c4>^t*^ cuuucmCut* v<u^ ***uclo 
4 by ropresontottves or tnc i\«v*C? n»«u *?a s s n u Council o*. C«»v.^c«r 

They urged a reasonable consideration or a cioarhy recognisable 

• • * * ■ • • • • 
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need for lc/./ and middle income housing in hassau County with a 
suggestion of, "h’hy not at Ilitchel Field?" This point or view 

W" ■' * 

was also represented by members of the ITassau County Planning 
Commission. They suggested that there is urgent need for apart- 

*# 

ment housing so that wo may anticipate accommodating our you».jC*. 

and older citisenry who would prefer to stay in Dessau County 

% 

but who now can find no appropriate,, rcesonar1c accommodations. 


IMPACT OP r ■' 


C. SVom nearby school districts came two points of view. 
Uniondalo School District representatives expressed a resentment 
at the prospect of an increase in school population with no ap¬ 
propriate school tax increase. The, erroneous concept taat the 
Uniondalo School District will receive no revenue apparently 

* •* 

persists. * • 

In fact, the Uniondalo School District promises to be the 

major boncfi.eiary of the anticipated revenue. SpcciricnlD y, 
tho Uniondalo School District currently operating with a budget 
of $10,1CS,2S5 would benefit on the basis of revenue figures 

• i' 

projected for the initial phase construction by come five mil¬ 
lion dollars or approximately 5C",$ of its total budget. 

• As a planning concept it has always been intended that 

private developers would be required at tncir expense to provide 
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Pago Twelve . 

community representatives protected the prospect or high-rise 

w * 

buildings. The Corporation has never suggested any buildings 
higher than those already existing on vno adjacent llofstra 
campus. *.toso ouildrngo are a maximum or fourteen stories. In 
any caso, it is the considered opinion of.tho directors of the 
Jlitchel f'tola Dovclop.r.cnt Corporation that a low percentage of 
building coverage is crucial to achieve the open feeling of a 
suburban development. It is possible worhir.g within the exist- 
ing inc.ustrial tone height restrictions for this area, wherein 

a 100 foot height limitation is stipulated, that satisfactory 

• 0 

space can bo developed to fulfill the beet economic interests 
cf the County and preserve the sense of open space. 


co 




^ fr*’ * ,r% •» r t -• r>• 

. . s .\. v ' . . ) . . O. . j 


Slaving found tho hearings most constructive, having had the 
opportunity at a series of other meetings and conferences to 

gather counsel ar.d public sentiment as regards this project, and 

• .* 

after considered judgment of all rolovant factors, tho Corpora¬ 
tion .by means of this report recommends tho folio-wing: . 

1. Immediately proceed to develop tho following: 

’ A. Hotel of 300 to 500 rooms with banquet facilities 

.. for at least 2,500 people in ono room. 

% 

• • 

B. Throo office structures totaling COO,COO cc-uaro foot 
* • 

.'in the central area near tho Coliooirw. oito. ' 


’ 77 /^-' 
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C. Two office structures totaling 400,000 square rceu 
on Gtewart Avenue. 

Construction of the above facilities should be plannee to 
commence within the next nine months «**d completed o\ ca.*.lj 
In soliciting proposals, standards and specifications 
construction will be utilised so that the same informatxo.. 
available to all interested developers. Proposals will be ac¬ 
cepted only on forms to be distributed by the Corporation w-^n 
the standards and specifications. This will permit a fair ap¬ 
praisal of all proposals and provide a fully documented rccora. 
All construction recommended above should be limits to w.ie ...CO 
feet height presently permitted under Town o~ j.o.«?-tcuu .o. 

2. That the County immediately design the recommended road 
system and utility right of way so that construction can be ac¬ 
complished without delay# heaping in mind the planned completion 

of first buildings in early 1071. 

3. Sarly construction of Nassau Green with the exception 

of the domed structure. 

4. Israediatoly ta'.cc stops to generate interest ior tl-.o re¬ 
search ana development area to date-mine whether wo can attract 

• I 

the "thin;:" typo industry we desire. 

5. Continue to conclusion the transportation study 
conducted with the counsel and economic cooperation oi s-.oo. -v.. 
yield and Roosevelt leeway, with a serious intention of 

• mr* 
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